
 1www.salfordstar.com

SPECIAL 2ND 
BIRTHDAY 
DOUBLE ISSUE!!!

Issue 8 Autumn 2008

FREE

Written and produced by Salfordians for Salfordians... with attitude and love xxx

The Real 
Costa Del Salford
Nigel Pivaro and friends 
on the Irwell’s beaches

MAXINE  
COMES HOME
DAY TRIPS 
IN SALFORD
The Broughton 
Pyramids and more…

MEDIA CITY 
How many jobs?

Back To 
School... 
er, what school?



2 www.salfordstar.com www.salfordstar.com

Littleton Road Shopping Parade * near Cussons * Littleton Road Shopping Parade 

Littleton Road Shopping Parade * near Cussons * Littleton Road Shopping Parade 



www.salfordstar.com  3www.salfordstar.com

Contact Salford Star:

By phone: 07957 982960
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Welcome to a very special issue of Salford Star – a 
double birthday bonanza issue containing 100 bursting 
pages.  And we still didn’t have enough room to get 
everything in!

The magazine continues to go from strength to strength 
– since last issue we’ve won Magazine of the Year, 
presented by How Do at a packed media ceremony at 
Old Trafford.  But…we’re still skint, only managing to get 
this issue out with donations, ads and a massive thanks 
to everyone who bought a birthday plaque.

Again we wouldn’t have got the mag out without the 
fantastic support from all our volunteers doing layout, 
photography, writing and graphics.

Hopefully, with everyone’s support we’ll get another issue 
out in time for Christmas.  

With attitude and love xxx

Printed By: Caric Press Ltd
Rickits Green, Lionheart Close, Bearwood,  
BOURNEMOUTH, Dorset BH11 9UB
Tel: 01202 574 577  www.caricpress.co.uk

Greetings Salford...

Subscribe to Salford Star 
online and have the chance 

to win a genuine signed 

photo of Sir Ben Kingsley!

Salford Star is launching a 
new on-line version of the 

magazine, only £6 for a twelve 
month subscription

Everyone who subscribes 
before 30th November 2008 
will be entered into a draw to 

win this top prize!

See the website for details 
www.salfordstar.com
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Contents...

The Salford Star –  
produced by Salfordians for Salfordians

MAXINE PEAKE 
on making Salford home 
and starting the  
revolution

Media City  
How Many Jobs?  
15,000???

Robert Powell  
Salford icon on the Quays 
to Heaven

Back To School 
Special 
er, what school?   
Primaries chopped!
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Salford 
the Broughton Pyramids, 
the Monton Lighthouse 
and more…

Costa Del 
Salford 
real beaches on 
the banks of the 
Irwell, starring 
Nigel Pivaro

 Twitter of 
the Year 
the right (h)on 
Hazel Blears, of 
course!

Mary Burns 
Burns? She seethes over 
6 wicked pages!

Two years of the 
Salford Star  
everything you might 
have missed from  
issue 1+

Cover photo by Mayu Teeven

There’s so much in this issue we can’t even fit 
it in the contents page.  But we have…
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“…Unless you want to act…if you 
want to act, terrific, come along, but I 
do believe all this regeneration and the 
Salford Central regeneration that’s going 
to take place over the next 15 years 
cannot be anything but good for Salford.  
Other people will benefit from it, obviously 
big business will benefit from it, but there 
has to be a trickle down effect…”

His tone gets louder…”I cannot believe 
there isn’t a trickle down effect…they’re 
not going to import people and bring them 
in here to work…”

There’s an empty silence as 
tumbleweed rolls down the streets of our 
psyches...

Jesus Christ!  Er…Jesus…We’ve got to 
talk about Jesus…

“You don’t have to” he laughs “It’s not 
obligatory…”

Oh it is. Robert Powell’s name will 
forever be synonymous with the epic 
seventies tv mini-series. Just the thought 
of his on screen portrayal of the shaggy 
haired, bearded, bluer than blue-eyed 
Messiah still has mums and grannies 
melting at the knees.  Does he ever get 
fed up of people going on about it?

“It’s fantastic because it was thirty 
years ago, and how proud can you be of 
doing a job thirty years ago that people 
still remember?” he enthuses “If you 
look back at some of the most famous 

actors in history, particularly 
the Hollywood stars, they’re 
only remembered for one 
or two movies…you say 
`Humphrey Bogart’ and they 
say `Casablanca’…You say 
`Clarke Gable’ and they go 
`Gone With The Wind’…They 
did twenty, thirty, forty other 

things.  You say `Robert Powell’ and 
people go `oh…Jesus!’…I don’t mind, I 
really don’t mind.”

There was loads before Jesus – 
everything from being a driver in The 
Italian Job, to his brilliant portrayal of 
Mahler in the cult Ken Russell film, and 

From Eccles Old Road to the promised Media City land,  
Salford’s greatest on screen Messiah preaches positive 
vibes. But is it all a hope and a prayer?

“What?” asks Robert Powell with a 
laugh “You want to photograph me near 
the dirty skip? …The only skip in Salford 
Quays?”

Well, we’re aiming for a splatter of 
reality as, all around, the sterilised hyper 
new Salford that Robert Powell has 
helped to create comes to life.  We’re 
at the annual Manchester v Salford 
University Boat Race.  And while rowers 
waz past in the waters below, inside the 
VIP tent chattering people in posh frocks 
and suits are dipping into the canapés 
and Pimms. Perhaps in a nod to the old, 
Robert Powell is 
sipping the only pint 
of bitter in view.  But 
that’s where it ends. 
For the most famous 
on-screen Jesus in 
the world, Salford’s 
entry to the kingdom 
of heaven lies in the 
Quays. 

While starring in Holby City and a host 
of other dramas over recent years, Powell 
has also been working on remodelling 
the home city he departed, age 19.  A 
few years ago he was on the `celeb’ 
panel, alongside Wayne Hemingway, 
Hazel Blears and a batch of architects, 
government reps and professors, 
which chose the team to kickstart the 
regeneration of Salford. He was also one 
of the main champions of The Lowry and 
now he’s bigging up Media City for all it’s 
worth… 

“I look around Salford now and it’s 
terrific” he says “It’s not the Salford I 
remember but to me it has got so much 
energy and promise to it. Media City 
is going to be an extraordinary thing. 
Without question it will turn Salford 
into the biggest media hub in Western 
Europe. And I’m serious about that…”

…It’s kind of difficult to take Robert 
Powell that seriously today because 
he’s wearing a strange red comedy tie 
featuring cartoon wart-hogs leaping off 
logs… He continues:

“…You’ve also got a massive, vibrant 
student population and they will be 
involved…” 

But will people from the place where 
Powell was brought up be involved in 
Media City – those from Eccles Old 
Road, for instance?

“Well I hope…” he stutters “…Listen…
When we built the Lowry…which I was 
involved with right from its inception…we 
asked the people of Salford whether they 
thought it was a good idea or not.  And a 
lot of cynics said `Salford? An art gallery 

and theatre in Salford? 
They’re not going to want 
that! They’re going to want 
playgrounds and crèches 
and football pitches, that’s 
what they would like in their 
community’. I think it was 
an 80-20 vote in favour 
of the Lowry centre and it 

was what swung the whole government 
Millennium Fund behind the building 
of the Lowry…And we’ve been proved 
utterly right…”

Er, sorry to interrupt but if you go talk 
to the communities who were promised 
jobs via the Lowry they’d tell you it never 
happened…they’d tell you they can’t 
even get a bus there…

“I mean…I don’t…I’m finding it difficult 
to believe…because the Imperial War 
Museum came up on the back of that…
we’ve got hotels coming 
up on the back of that…I 
cannot see how the 
building of Media City 
cannot involve the local 
community.  To me that 
would be an impossibility! 
15,000 jobs will come 
into that area.  The Lowry 
is thriving and it cannot thrive without 
benefiting local people.  It may not be that 
you’ve got a job there, because obviously 
unless you want to work behind the bar or 
whatever…”

Or sweep up?

GETTIN’ YER OAR IN….....

“I keep coming 
back, creating 
reasons to come 
back just to 
maintain the 
connection”

“I cannot believe 
there isn’t a trickle 
down effect…they’re 
not going to import 
people and bring them 
in here to work…”

WITH ROBERT POWELL
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GETTIN’ YER OAR IN….....

Words by Stephen Kingston    Photos by Michael Cuddy and Catherine Wood

WITH ROBERT POWELL
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being Roger Daltrey’s dad in Tommy.  
And there’s been loads since – from 
headlining in the Hannay dramas to 
co-starring with Jasper Carrot in The 
Detectives sitcom.  At 64 Robert Powell 
has now found a new niche as Mark 
Williams in Holby City.

“It’s proved to be one of the nicest 
things that’s happened to me in years, to 
be able to create a character” he explains 
“I’ve brought him home, I’ve brought the 

character back to Salford …I didn’t even 
have to think about my accent.  I just 
said `Can I give him the voice I had when 
I was a kid here?’ and they said `Yes’.  
So he’s a Salford lad, a bit gritty, always 
getting involved in fisticuffs…And I have 
a ball.  I look forward to going to work – 
how good is that after forty odd years as 
an actor?  I look forward to going to work. 
I love it.” 

It’s certainly been a charmed path 
for Robert Powell since leaving Eccles 
Old Road all those years ago.  He’s 
been given some great roles, been 
acknowledged for some top acting work, 
he’s an icon in his home town, with a 
theatre named after him at the University, 
can name Willy Morgan and Paddy 
Crerand as good mates, and got to marry 
Babs from Pans People. The downside 
for United-mad Powell is that his London-
born son supports Arsenal - but then you 
can’t have everything.

“My son and daughter pander to their 

father and accompany me when I come 
to Old Trafford” he says “I come back as 
often as I can.  I’ve no family here now – 
both my parents are dead and my brother 
moved off to America, so we’re kind of the 
last of our line and in this sense I keep 
coming back, creating reasons to come 
back just to maintain the connection.”

Today, the reason is the University 
Boat Race and to promote the children’s 
medical research charity, SPARKS, of 

which he’s vice president. Outside the 
VIP tent he’s signing autographs, sipping 
his pint and posing for photos with the 
University cheerleaders. In his own way, 
Robert Powell is the loudest celebrity 
cheerleader for this `brave new Salford’ 
of Pimms, apartments and the promised 
Media City land. He’s convinced it 
won’t end up like the last time a `new 
Salford’ was plonked in the city, which he 
remembers only too well.

Earlier, while reflecting on Salford’s 
post war decay, Powell blamed not only 
the decline of the docks but also the 
demolition of terraced housing and the 
building of high rise flats…

“We discovered that we got it wrong” 
he explained “that it was not the right 
way to go – it seemed like a good idea 
at the time but it wasn’t so we had to 
knock them all down and start again, 
and recreate new terraced houses.  I 
look around Salford now and they look 
fantastic, comfortable to live in, you’re 

For the most famous on-screen Jesus 

in the world, Salford’s entry to the 

kingdom of heaven lies in the Quays.

“You say `Robert Powell’ and people go `oh…
Jesus!’…I don’t mind, I really don’t mind.”

part of a community…”
Maybe he hasn’t been to Salford often 

enough because those very houses he 
talks about are now coming down to build 
new high rise `apartments’, as history 
repeats itself.  And Salford Quays, with 
Media City as the spur, is being used to 
justify it all.  So this time around, are they 
going to be true to their word?

“Yeah” he confirms.  

We head to the skip for the photos.
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Has the huge amount of staff and budget 
in the City Council’s Marketing Dept gone 
to their heads? At a recent meeting of the 
Salford Strategic Partnership Executive (I ain’t 
got a clue what it is either), Salford’s head 
of Marketing, Susan Wildman, put forward a 
potty proposal to “make the use of the city 
brand compulsory”  for the likes of the Police, 
Salford City Reds and Salford City Radio…

Later on in the report she admits “this might 
be difficult to enforce”…Get away! She could 
have her own armed Salford Brand Militia 
roaming the streets forcing coppers, rugby 
players and DJs to have IN Salford stamped 
on their foreheads…in pink of course!

Is Chek Whyte, who brought love, 
light and happiness single handedly 
to Salford in last year’s Secret 
Millionaire reality show, really so fab 
with his wallet?  Well, since the show 
aired he’s hung around Salford (when 
not on his yacht in France) generally 
doing good deeds around the place…
But then Chek can afford it because 
he hasn’t had to pay the Council 
anything at all for flogging flats in 
the 23 storey Rose Hill and Churchill 
Court towerblocks he bought. 

Normally, new apartment 
developments would attract all 
sorts of charges, like £658 per bed 
for `Public Open Space’, £1500 
per dwelling for `Public Realm, 
Infrastructure and Heritage’, £200 per 
dwelling for `Climate Change’ and 
£150 per dwelling for `Construction 
Training’.  Which, for the re-named 
Bronte Court - with its 94 one 
bed apartments and 182 two bed 
apartments - would work out at well 
over £800,000 for the city of Salford’s 
coffers.   

 

Chek didn’t have to pay a penny 
of this, nor did he have to provide 
affordable housing, nor did the plans 
even go to a Council panel meeting, 
as he simply put the blocks back to 
their original use with the original 
number of apartments. Cool eh?  

Interestingly, the applications that did 
go into the Council for the conversion 
of the towerblocks were done in the 
name of `Chek Whyte Industries’. 
The last filed accounts for Chek 
Whyte Industries Ltd in 2007 show 
assets for the company at exactly £1 
cash at bank and in hand. Chek, of 
course, isn’t a director of this or any 
other company. He’s banned under 
the CDDA 1986 S6…`Duty of court to 
disqualify unfit directors of insolvent 
companies’. 

Salford Star sent Chek an e-mail 
asking for his views on all this way 
back in February but he never replied. 

PS. If you’re reading this, don’t 
suppose you’ve got any spare cash 
to donate to the Salford Star have 
you?

CHEK MATE AND MILLIONAIRE SECRETS

I’ve heard a whisper that Salford Council has 
got some potential funding from somewhere 
to build a state-of-the-art footy stadium. What 
great news for Salford City FC – Salford’s 
biggest soccer team who are heading in 
right direction towards the Football League 
proper!  But no! It turns out that the Council 
has been holding talks with FC United of 
Manchester. That’s FC United of Manchester.

Now, while FC is a great club, with top 
ethics, which deserves as much support as 
possible, Salford City has been here nearly 
50 years and, hello, hasn’t got Manchester 
in its name. The Council confirmed that it 
has been in discussions with FC United 
of Manchester but “we haven’t agreed or 
decided anything”.

I should hope not. What council in the 
country would give a stadium to a club 
named after a neighbouring city? Especially 
when it’s just handed the BBC Phil 
£20million, and justified it by saying it will 
promote Salford throughout the world. This 
lot can’t even promote Salford in Salford… 

Salford Council…of Manchester FC 

Was it just me who found it a bit 
fishy that Salford City Reds got its 
Super League franchise licence 
a mere couple of days before the 
official financial collapse of Red 
City Developments which was to 
build its £35million 22,000 seat 
stadium in Barton?

I asked the Super League whether 
Salford would have still got its 
licence had they known the 
Development company was going 
up and under before the decision. 
A spokesman didn’t really want to 
comment on that, saying only that 
“the matter is a technicality and 
won’t affect the development going 
ahead”….I asked Salford City 
Council, who had given Red City 
£30,000 for a stadium `feasibility 
study’, if they thought it was all 
a bit fishy…Again Leader, John 
Merry didn’t want to comment 
on that point, explaining ”I am 
confident the stadium will be built.”

So it’s just me then that thinks the 
whole thing is so fishy they should 
re-name the stadium, the Goldfish 
Bowl… 

SALFORD REDS’ HERRING…

To make sure we all get the 
benefits of regeneration and Media 
City, Salford Council sponsored 
a Seizing Salford’s Moment 
conference with 64 specially chosen 
delegates from all walks of life 
(unfortunately Mary Burns wasn’t 
invited). Apparently everyone went 
away very happy…but they might 
not have been so chuffed had they 
seen the bill for the three day event. 
A cool £41,657…

This included £2000 a day room hire 
at the plush Digital World Centre 
on the Quays, over £5000 a day 
for `facilitation’ by yank company, 
Future Search, and £15,514 for a 
guy, with links to Future Search, to 
film the conference for a souvenir 
DVD (because Salford `Media 
City’ obviously hasn’t got anyone 
capable of such a feat). It was all 
paid for from the public purse, of 
course…  

Did you know that Salford Council has to bulldoze 
a set amount of houses every year?  I didn’t, until 
I came across a little legal agreement between 
the Council and Hazel Blears’ Department of 
Communities and Local Government which 
actually sets out demolition targets that the 
Council has to meet in order to get its dosh. In 
the last `Deed of Variation’, Salford Council had 
to demolish 645 properties and homes (in the so-
called Pathfinder areas) by 31st March 2008.  And 
if it wanted more `match funding’, the figure rose 
to 766 homes and properties.  

Can just picture them all on March 25th going 
`Aaaah we’ve only trashed 640 homes, we’ve got 
to get another five down this week to get paid – 
anything will do…just knock the f****ers down!!!’

TARGETING YOUR HOUSE?

You vill be branded…in ze pink!

The Cost of Seizing Salford’s Moment 
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We’ve been sat in 
Central Salford 
Urban Regeneration 
Company’s ultra 
posh Quays HQ for 

an hour debating the ins and 
outs of the BBC move, Media 
City and everything else going 
off in Central Salford. Finally, 
the question is asked to its 
Chief Executive, Chris Farrow…

So, is it all going to work and be a 
massive success?

“Errrrr” 

Oh come on, you’ve got to assume that!

“I wouldn’t…er…I’m ambitious, I’m not 
heroic” Farrow replies “If I didn’t think 
it was within the realms of the possible 
I wouldn’t ask anyone to waste their 
time…”

The “realms of the possible”? That’s 
hardly a ringing endorsement for the 
multi billion pound project upon which 
the whole future of a city is relying. The 

`realms of the possible’?  The `realms of 
the possible’? 

Salford City winning the FA Cup is in the 
`realms of the possible’…An elephant 
landing the first spaceship on Mars is in 
the `realms of the possible’…

The statement certainly seems at odds 
with the bold statement on his own 
organisation’s website, that Central 
Salford Is On The Brink Of Greatness.  
So is it all hype or 
what?  

A recently released 
academic paper 
questions the very 
basis of Media City and the BBC move 
as a tool for creating jobs and equality in 
the community and sorting out Salford’s 
economic problems. Its author, Brett 
Christopher, is well out of the way of any 
vested interests, based at the University 
of Auckland in New Zealand. Basically, 
he argues that the benefits cited for the 
Peel Holdings led project “appears to 
be an article of faith” which get repeated 
by its champions and somehow gains 
credibility.  

He writes that “we can perhaps think 
of the project as a form of `corporate 
gentrification’…whereby `real estate 
development becomes a centrepiece of 
the city’s productive economy, an end in 
itself’…”  Or in plain English, that Media 
City is more about building loads of 
luxury apartments, expensive commercial 
spaces and places for “elite consumption 
practices” than anything else. 

Christopher doesn’t criticise the BBC 
move itself but “the specific development 

proposal that has 
materialised”. And 
his study – well 
hidden in the 
Environment and 

Planning journal, and yawningly titled The 
BBC, the creative class, and neoliberal 
urbanism in the north of England - is 
absolutely damning.  It argues that, 
despite all the talk of community 
involvement coming from Media City’s 
cheerleaders, it will probably leave 
Salfordians behind.  

He asks “Which Salford (is) the BBC 
move intended to profit; and which 
Salfordians?” He quotes a report by 
Salford City Council itself suggesting that 
the benefits of the BBC move are likely 
to be focused on “areas close to the 
regional centre such as Chapel Street 
and the creative sector”, and points to 
America where “its creative capitals are 
actually more unequal than the rest of the 
United States”.

Christopher cites study after study that 
have been done on past attempts to 
regenerate the area that show “no role” 
for “poorer people”, who have been 
“edged out of sight as the new arterial 
roads designed to improve city centre 
accessibility came to scythe through 
old neighbourhoods, such as those in 
Salford…Thus when one reads the fine 
print of Salford URC’s wider plans to 
`regenerate’ the city, it is hard to avoid 
the images bequeathed by that historical 
geography…”  

MEDIA CITY – DREAM LAND UK ?
Study slams 15,000 jobs figures as `an article of faith’, and asks `which 
Salford?’ the Peel Holdings led project will benefit…

Words: Stephen Kingston

continued on page 12

An elephant landing the first 
spaceship on Mars is in the 
`realms of  the possible’…
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MEDIA CITY – DREAM LAND UK ?
BEYOND THE MEDIA CITY 
JOBS HYPE…

How many real jobs will Media City UK 
create in Salford?

15,000?  No chance!  
Salford will get 3,250 new jobs – if we’re 
lucky! 
We keep hearing this figure of 15,000 jobs being created 
through MediaCityUK…It says it everywhere…on 
MediaCityUK’s website: “Employing over 15,000 people…
MediaCityUK is transforming the face of media provision in the 
UK...”. It says it on Central Salford’s publicity: `Vitals: 15,500 
jobs’…The Learning and Skills Council states that the “move of 
the BBC to Salford Quays, and the mediacity:uk developments 
are estimated to bring 15,000 new jobs to the city”. Even 
Trafford Council’s website says “mediacity:uk will create jobs 
for 15,500 people”.  

The figure has also been lovingly repeated and presented 
as fact by the media and property companies. The Salford 
Advertiser wrote ”it’s predicted 15,500 jobs will be created” (10.8.06)…The Manchester Evening News wrote…“The 200-
acre site will create 15,000 jobs in the film, TV and creative media industries” (23.6.08)…Luxury homes sellers have 
joined in with the job bonanza…”Media City will create 15,000 new jobs in 2011” (Move Channel)…”Once completed, the 
200 acre site will…bring more than 15,000 new jobs to the area” (LPCLiving)…”15000 new jobs will be created” (Quay 
Property Investments).

How The Figures Break Down
We asked to see how this figure of 15,000+ jobs was arrived at. Central Salford URC sent us the 
MediaCity UK Economic Impact: Overview…

15,000 New Jobs? Nowhere on the Overview does 
it say that 15,000 jobs will be created in MediaCityUK 
(MC:UK). What it does say is that MC:UK `will eventually 
house 15,000 jobs’  which we assume means that if 
companies relocate onto the site bringing their workforce 
with them and fill every bit of available space there will be 
15,000+ people working there. 

10,500 New Jobs? The Overview does state that 
10,500 new jobs will be created but only 7000 of them will be 
`net local additional jobs’.

7,000 New Jobs ? Yes, but not in Salford. These are 
new jobs spread out over the whole North West. 

3,250 New Jobs? Bingo! Central Salford URC said “At 
a local Salford level approximately 3250 net additional jobs 
will be created as a result of MediaCityUK”.

So where did they get the figure of 
15,500 jobs? 

Central Salford URC said “The 7000 net 
additional jobs around the north west is 
derived from the 10,500 gross direct jobs 
less leakage, displacement, multiplier 
effects and deadweight.  The remaining 
5000 jobs that result in a figure of 15,500 
are those that are considered to be 
safeguarded and are excluded from the 
calculation of net additional employment.

“The figures are based upon a comparison 
of the costs and benefits of MediaCityUK 
with a reference case to establish the 
net additional impacts arising from the 
proposed scheme, taking into account 
leakage, displacement and substitution, 
multiplier effects and deadweight.  The 
assessment was completed in March 
2006.”
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He goes even further, arguing that 
poorer Salfordians will actually get an 
even worse deal from projects such 
as MediaCity “through the workings of 
the real estate markets and changes in 
the priorities of public budgets”.  We’re 
already seeing the former with a huge 
increase in luxury apartments, and the 
latter with the diverting of £20million to 
the BBC Philharmonic Orchestra.

On the jobs front, Christopher almost 
mocks what he calls the “snowballing” 
claims for the benefits of Media City and 
its knock on effects. In 
late 2005 the North West 
Development Agency 
(NWDA) estimated a 
benefit of 4400 jobs.  By 
June 2006, he writes, 
“the benefits predicted 
by NWDA had grown mysteriously (and 
without explanation) to `up to 10,000 
jobs’”.  And by October of the same year, 
the figure had grown to 15,500 jobs. 
These figures, he argues, are “assumed” 
and “have been escalated without 
explicit foundation”.  Since the study 
has been published, Felicity Goodey, 
Chair of Central Salford URC, claimed 
at the MIPIM bash in France this year 
“something in the order of 20,000 jobs”.

Farrow, head of Central Salford URC, the 
company that has played such a huge 
role in pushing the Media City project, 
explains the growth in potential jobs by 
the increase in the physical size of the 
site which has mushroomed from the 

BBC space to the outer surrounding area, 
spilling over into Trafford. He argues 
that even an estimate of 15,500 jobs is 
“thoughtful” and “prudent” and offers a 
view of the consultant’s report where the 
figures are calculated (we take him up 
on this offer after the interview and, while 
we never got to see the whole report, the 
`Overview’ shows at best, 3,250 jobs for 
Salford – see panel).

We go through Christopher’s economic 
analysis point by point, some of it Farrow 
accepts (the inability of the creative 

industries alone to 
affect major change) 
and some of it he 
rejects out of hand 
(“it’s not about 
property it’s about 
the huge potential for 

media operators to have access to free 
standing very advanced technology”).  He 
discusses Christopher’s assertion that the 
benefits of MediaCity won’t go anywhere 
near the working class in Salford.

“That’s the challenge within every 
regeneration project and the outcomes 
are varied” Farrow replies “That’s why 
we’re starting again with a new approach 
and we’re working our socks off trying to 
do it differently.”

But people have been promised this stuff 
before…

“I don’t dispute that there’s been a whole 
generation of people who have missed 
out…but this is about changing people’s 
aspirations and making connections. In 
the same way that the Manchester Ship 
Canal transformed activities around the 
Industrial Revolution, I think this just 
raises the whole game to a higher level.”

The point is that anyone could work on 
the docks but with Media City you’re 
looking at a digital divide in Salford that is 
as big as the wealth divide…

“The challenge we have is in every major 
urban area, every post industrial area” he 
explains “The are a couple of generations 
of people who have got off the train in 
terms of jobs and employment, and 
now they and their kids have these 
huge difficulties. We’ve not managed to 

address that problem – that has to 
be the top priority…” 

…As long as the problem isn’t 
addressed by giving Salfordians 
priority access to Media City UK 
with sweeping brushes, security 

guard hats and tofu flipping 
utensils.

On the jobs front, Christopher 
almost mocks what he calls 
the “snowballing” claims for 
the benefits of  Media City
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LET THEM EAT CAKE…

In June it was Media City’s 1st birthday, and to 
celebrate they had a great big party, to which 
no-one from the community was invited who 
we know. Instead some charitable soul from 
Media City sent the leftover cake down to the 
Cornerstone community 
centre. How kind. 

So after the Salford 
Star’s 2nd birthday party, 
we thought we’d take our 
leftover cake to Media 
City. The security guard 
very kindly escorted us 
through the Pie Factory 
to the Media City office, 
where Salford Star 
journalist, James Walsh, 
handed over the cake to 
MC:UK Property Man-
ager, Jenny Durcan…  
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CENTRAL SALFORD URBAN REGENERATION COMPANY (URC)

What is it? 
Salford URC is a private company, set up in 2005 by Salford 
Council, the North West Development Agency and English 
Partnerships 
to re-vamp Central Salford. It aims to attract £4billion of  
private investment over the next decade to make Salford 
`beautiful, vibrant and prosperous’ etc etc…

Who’s involved in it? 
The usual suspects are on the board - Felicity Goodey (ex 
Lowry, Media City etc); John Merry (of  course); Michael Harloe 
(Vice Chancellor of  University of  Salford); Stephen Lintott 
(Urban Splash lawyer); Barbara Spicer (Salford Council 
Chief  Exec), Richard Leese (Manc Council leader) plus some 
others…

What does it do? 
Draws lots of  flowery pictures of  the future Salford and goes 
around saying `beautiful, vibrant and prosperous’ etc etc…
Also currently working on plans to tart up the Chapel St area, 
and is the driving force behind Media City UK.

How much does it cost us? 
For the financial year ending 2007 just over £1million in 
running costs…including:

Salaries: 12 staff  £456,000
Offices/Premises: £239,500
Consultants: £189,000
PR/Marketing: £123,000

The URC’s premises in the plush 
Digital World Centre on the Quays 
cost £239,500 according to its 2007 
accounts. That is the equivalent of  
almost £20,000 a month

In September 2006 Salford City Council 
agreed to “gift” an expansion to the URC’s 
premises at the Digital World Centre at a cost 
this year of  £11,750 per month or £141,000 
per year (plus a fit out costing almost £8000). 

At least part of these costs (if not all) have 
been met by Salford Council’s revenue 
grant of £308,000 (2008/9) to the URC from 
its Neighbourhood Renewal Fund.

 The Neighbourhood Renewal Fund 
is a grant given by the government to 
councils in the most deprived areas of  
Britain to “tackle deprivation”.

We asked Chris Farrow if  he thought the URC rent at 
the plush Digital World Centre was extortionate for 12 staff. 
“In terms of  all our accommodation costs? No” he replied “I think you’ll find it’s a very 
competitive rent”
What about that rent coming from the Neighbourhood Renewal Fund?
“It’s up to Salford Council to decide where they draw the money from. It’s not for me to say – 
it’s up to the Council how they account for it.”

Number of  Central Salford URC staff  who actually live in Salford: NIL
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Almost 12 months ago Salford 
Council leader, John Merry, 
proudly announced the £20million 
sponsorship of the BBC Philharmonic 
Orchestra, saying “Many prominent 
British cities have an orchestra they 
can call their own and now Salford is 
joining that prestigious list…” 

Hello? What’s this?  We’re in Moorside 
High School’s hall and the Salford 
Symphony Orchestra is rehearsing for 
its 60th Anniversary concert. The Council 
certainly knows about this dedicated 
group of players which has been giving 
concerts in the area for years – it was 
instrumental in its foundation and used 
to fund the City’s flagship orchestra.

“It was a little galling when we had press 
releases from the Council saying `at last 
Salford has an orchestra of its own’” 
recalls Salford Symph’s musical director 
Barrie McKinnon “I actually e-mailed the 
Chief Exec and Leader of the Council 
expressing my delight at the relationship 
with the BBC Philharmonic but pointing 
out that we had an orchestra, and it was 
an orchestra the Council founded.  I 
wasn’t dignified with a reply from either 
of the people.”

The Salford Symphony Orchestra is a 
true people’s ensemble. It’s an amateur 
orchestra which is open to anyone from 
Salford who wants a platform for their 
musical talents, and puts on affordable 
concerts, usually at Peel Hall, four times 
a year.  

“Even though we’re amateurs there’s 
lots of people who are very, very good 
musicians and we also have people who 

are not brilliant musicians but thoroughly 
enjoy playing and that’s one of the aims 
of the orchestra” says Barrie, who adds 
that there’s a policy of not charging 
anyone to play to keep it as accessible 
as possible.

There are around sixty players 
altogether, drawn from all backgrounds 
and all areas of Salford. Tonight they 
are rehearsing extracts from Ernest 
Tomlinson’s English Folk Suite and the 
sound emanating from Moorside High 
School’s hall is absolutely stunning.

“He’s not an easy composer and you 
daren’t lose concentration when you’re 
playing but it’s so beautiful, it takes 
music where 
you don’t 
expect it to go” 
says Christine 
Clarkson, 
Salford Symph’s 
manager and 1st 
violinist.  

Christine herself has taken the orchestra 
where few expected it go.  With a proud 
history over many successful years, the 
orchestra actually disbanded in 1985, 
ravaged by Thatcherite policies, but ten 
years later she re-formed it and has 
overseen the resurgence to its current, 
almost cult, status. It’s a long way from 
the BBC Philharmonic but the Salford 
Symphony Orchestra is for real.  

“We’re not in that league, we never have 
been and never will be” she says of the 
Phil “But we are here for people who 
live here or come into the city. I think it’s 
brilliant that we give that opportunity to 

anyone in Salford who cares to play.”

Christine adds that funding is hard to 
come by, with the Symph relying on 
support from patrons and the Claremont 
and Weaste Community Committee.  
There’s even a possible danger of the 
orchestra losing its performing home 
at the University’s Peel Hall.  So what 
would the Salford Symphony Orchestra 
do with £20million?

“We couldn’t spend it!” laughs Christine

“We could build a rehearsal and 
performance venue, because of course 
the City has sold off all its performance 
venues” adds Barrie “If I had £20million 

I would build a new 
performance venue 
for the City.”

Meanwhile, from a 
squashed rehearsal 
space in a Swinton 
high school, the 

sound is supreme…

For further details of how to join  or 
help fund Salford Symphony Orchestra 
contact Christine on 0161 737 4126 

Salford Symphony Orchestra’s next 
concert, featuring works from Handel, 
Mozart and Sibelius, is on Sunday 19th 
October, 7:30pm, Peel Building, Salford 
University, The Crescent, M5 4WT.  £6 
(£5concs) pay on the door – children 
under 16 (and accompanied) free. 

Further details at 

www.salfordsymphony.org.uk

 An Orchestra To Call Our Own.
Never mind Salford Council’s £20million sponsorship of the BBC Phil, the City’s 

already got it’s own Salford Symphony Orchestra which barely gets a public 
penny…and it’s been here for 60 years. 

“It’s brilliant that we give 
that opportunity to anyone in 
Salford who cares to play.”

Christine Clarkson, SSO
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 An Orchestra To Call Our Own.

Photography by
Jemma Cooper
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Ask anyone who’s into orchids 
about the tropical plant’s 
connection to Salford and 
they’ll look at you as if you 
were bonkers…Orchids, they’ll 
tell you, are exotic flowers 

and blossom in places like Mexico and 
Venezuela, not under the grey clouds of 
the cold, rain sodden city by the Irwell. 
But some of the most stunning orchids in 
the world are well connected to Salford…
and, what was once described as `the 
finest collection of orchidaceous plants 
in the kingdom’ was to be found in 
Broughton…

The Clowes family (as in Great Clowes 
Street, Clowes Park etc) used to own half 
of the Salford township of Broughton, and 
their son, Reverend John Clowes, was 
so into orchids that he hired a famous 
Belgian botanist, Jean Linden, to travel 
to South America and bring back rare 
species of the plant for him.  Amongst the 
orchids that Linden discovered was the 

Anguloa clowesii, named after Clowes, 
which flowered in his Broughton collection 
in 1844, the first time it had ever been 
seen in Europe.  

 The Victorian orchid guru, John Lindley, 
named a whole genus of orchids – 
Clowesii – after Clowes, and there are 
now a whole range of stunning species 
carrying the name…like Clowesia rosea, 
Epidendrum clowesii, Miltonia clowesii, 
Clowesia dodsoniana and Clowesia 
russelliana.  

When John Clowes died in 1846 (he’s 
buried in St John’s church in Higher 
Broughton) he bequeathed his orchids to 
Queen Victoria, and she sent her footmen 
down to Salford to take his precious 
collection back to the Royal Botanical 
Gardens at Kew in London.  Altogether 
there were 446 plants and a new section 
of Kew Gardens had to be built specially 
to house the Clowes orchids. 

THE 
SALFORD 
ORCHIDS

Dirty Old Town?  In yer dreams!  
Salford’s world famous for its orchids…
and it all began in Broughton… 

Today, Kew has two species of Clowesia 
in the living collection – Clowesia 
dodsoniana and Clowesia russelliana; 
and it has plants of Miltonia clowesii, 
Epindendrum clowesii and Anguloa 
clowesii, also known as the Tulip Orchid. 

And they still carry the royal connection, 
displayed in Kew’s Princess of Wales 
Conservatory.  But way back, over 150 
years ago, their ancestors were thriving 
and blooming in Broughton…proper 
Salford flowers.  

You can see the Salford clowesii 
orchids at the Royal Botanical 
Gardens, Kew. For opening hours see 
www.kew.og 

Thanks to Steve Mimmack for the 
original idea and Christopher Ryan at 
Kew for research.
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dAY TRIPS  
in Salford

We all know about Salford’s attempts to 
reinvent itself as a tourist destination 

via the Quays but what about day trips for 
people who actually live here…places well off 
the beaten track? And free to visit? We’ve put 
together a special Salford Star supplement…

We bring you the real natural beaches of the 
Costa Del Salford in Trinity and Ordsall…the 
exotic delight of the Broughton Pyramids…
the incredible Monton canal Lighthouse…
the scary Crescent Totem Poles…the starry 
Victoria Park Bandstand…and the rural Kersal 
hideaway with a history…

Our guides include mega actress Maxine 
Peake…Ordsall’s own Nigel Pivaro…and the 
Mexican Zapatistas…with clothes by Salford’s 
top fashion label, Jumble: Made In The Mill…

“We’re so good, we’re so good, we’re so 
good, man we’ve never been so good…”
Holiday by Happy Mondays
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We’re walking through 
Kersal Dale and Maxine 
Peake looks around.  
There isn’t a house in 
sight. A 

forest rising up the 
hill to Kersal Moor 
frames the total 
rural tranquillity 
of the meandering 
Irwell, and the gentle 
clicking of crickets 
in the shimmering purple grass. 
This is well hidden Salford, less 
than a mile from the sprawling 
concrete credit-crunched mess 
that is Manchester city centre. 
And Maxine is made up that she’s 
chosen this city to be her home.

“This is fantastic…It’s beautiful…I 
would never have known it was here” 
she purrs, like the cat that’s got the 
dream “When I told people I was moving 
to Salford they were, like `OK…why 
Salford?’ …They think 
it’s a little place attached 
to Manchester or they go 
`Aha, because the BBC’s 
moving up there’…
Absolutely not! To be 
honest, if I’d thought long 
and hard enough about 
that I might not have 
come. I just thought `Salford – why not? 
Why not!”

For an actress who’s starred in top rated 
tv dramas, from Shameless to Myra 
Hindley, Maxine’s approach to life is the 
complete opposite of most glam-aspiring 
celebs. After twelve years of living in 

London she couldn’t 
wait to get north, and 
not to Manchester – 
“that lifestyle – loft, 
laminated floors, 
white walls…that 
characterless space 
just doesn’t appeal.  I 

wanted a little house somewhere and 
Salford seemed a good choice. 
 
“It was a weird thing” she adds “I just 
got a bee in my bonnet, one of those 
instincts that Salford still has a sense 
of community. There’s still a bit of fight 
left in Salford, everywhere else is kind 
of lying down, giving up…I thought this 
might be the start of the revolution so I 
want to be in the hub of it!”

Maxine, originally from Bolton, is 
certainly no 
stranger to 
the city and 
its politics.  
While doing 
her performing 
arts course at 
the old Salford 
Tech, she was 

a frequent visitor to the Working Class 
Movement Library and has still got 
massive links there. Earlier this year, 
after its co-founder Ruth Frow died, 
the Library held a celebration of her life 
and Maxine dashed over in between 
performances of Mary Barton at the 
Royal Exchange to read a Bertolt Brecht 
poem, then dashed back in time to get 
on stage.
“The Library is still my favourite place in 

A BREATH OF 
FRESH AIR
Maxine Peake has chosen to set up home in 
Salford but her acting travels have taken in 
Shameless, Myra Hindley and now the English 
Civil War. So let’s talk about revolution IN 
Salford…
Words by Stephen Kingston
Photos by Mayu Teeven

“…it’s that thing 
isn’t it, we 

entertain ourselves 
to death”

“I just dread the day 
when I have to do stuff  

just to pay the bills…I’m 
sure it will come…it prob-
ably won’t be too long”
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Salford” she says “And now I’m back here I can 
get more involved, maybe do some reviews there 
because I speak to plenty of actors who would 
be up for it…especially doing something that has 
a bit of criticism in it.

“I think you’ve got to stick your neck out and start 
something off to make people aware” she adds 
“because in the time we are in now…people’s 
lives are pretty stressed…It’s that desire for 
all this materialism…it’s that thing isn’t it, we 
entertain ourselves to death, and we’re sort of 
doing that, aren’t we?”

Maxine is holding out 
against the lurid end of 
`entertaining ourselves 
to death’, choosing 
parts that have a bit 
of depth in stories that 
go deeper than the 
average junk-coms. 
She’s about to appear in autumn’s most lavish tv 
drama – The Devil’s Whore – which centres on 
the English Civil War, and stars Dominic West 
from The Wire, John Simm from Life On Mars 
and Andrea Riseborough, who played Thatcher 
in the BBC’s The Long Walk To Finchley.

“I read the script for that” Maxine murmurs 
“and even though they said it wasn’t going to 
be sympathetic it was a sort of comedy, and I 
thought `How can you make a comedy about the 
most evil woman of our time?’”

Instead she’s settled for a part in the four part, 
Channel 4 Roundheads v Royalists saga as 
Elizabeth Lilburne, wife of Levellers’ leader John 
Lilburne who campaigned for political freedom.

“It’s not a big part but as usual I have funny 
reasons for doing jobs” she explains “I thought I’d 
like to play the wife of a Leveller, and it’s written 
by Peter Flannery who wrote Our Friends In The 
North. It’s been great doing the research for the 
part because what you don’t learn at school is 
that Cromwell was just for the gentry and the 
merchant classes, and wasn’t doing the common 
people any favours. It 
was just fascinating, 
learning about all these 
little groups that people 
formed, like the Diggers 
and the Ranters…
England was such a 
hotbed of revolution…I think that’s what we could 
do with now.” 

She looks around at the unspoilt countryside, 
a stone’s throw from Cromwell Road in 
Charlestown…

“I think I’ll form my own group of Diggers or 
something in Salford” she laughs “We could do it 
round here…get a little part of Kersal Moor and 
start it off.”

It’s not often you hear actresses slagging off 
Thatcher and talking about past revolutions 
but Maxine Peake really is a breath of fresh 
air. Today, ironically, she’s modelling Madonna 
and Marilyn Monroe t-shirts, icons who have 
squeezed fame for all it’s worth. Maxine could 
have followed the household name celebrity 
path but has consistently gone for quality where 
she just pops up in good stuff on telly, and if you 
mention her name everyone goes - `Oh she’s a 
great actress, her…’.

“It depends what you want to do” she explains 
“If you want to be in this business to make big 

bucks then you’ve got to go and 
get yourself in series of things 
but to I’d rather do one-offs.  You 
watch soaps and you go `Crikey, 
look who’s in such a thing’. I just 
keep hoping that I get through 
each year doing decent stuff.  I 
just dread the day when I have 

to do stuff just to pay the bills…I’m sure it will 
come…it probably won’t be too long…in fact I 
need to phone my agent, he’s been a bit quiet 
recently.”

Maxine believes she’s taking a big risk by 
acting in classical stuff like The Devil’s Whore 
and Dickens’ Little Dorrit, (in which she’s also 
about to co-star with Amanda Redman and Tom 
Courtenay)…”They’re completely different roles 
to anything I’ve done before. I could fall flat 
on my face but I’m not going to play safe.  I’ll 
probably shoot myself in the foot but I’ll go down 
in flames.”

It’s certainly been a top acting journey, from 
playing the Gallaghers’ neighbour, Veronica, 
in Shameless to the fraught character of Myra 
Hindley, via comedy cops on bikes, short films 
and proper theatre at the Royal Exchange. 

“In a nice way, people still stop me and talk 
about Shameless and think I’m still in it” she 
says “But I’ve not been in it for a while now.  It 
was great but I’d rather do one offs. It’s funny 
because Stan, who’s doing the building work 

on my house, is the dad of 
Rebecca Atkinson, who plays 
Karen, so I got myself a good 
builder out of it!”

And now she’s back in Salford 
permanently, Maxine is happy 

that she’s closer to LH than LA.

“I know my limitations but I couldn’t go over and 
live there anyway…I just couldn’t do that…but 
I have got really fond memories of Little Hilton” 
she says “When I was a kid in Bolton we used 
to knock round there with some lads and spent 
glorious Friday and Saturday nights hanging 
around LH.”

Somehow, you feel Maxine’s come home. 

“England was such a 
hotbed of  revolution…I 

think that’s what we 
could do with now…”

“Shameless? I got my-
self  a good builder out 

of  it!”
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Phil Austin, winner of a 2005 Tango 
Great Briton award, explains that 
in 2000 he and a friend had boats 
moored on the Bridgewater Canal 

near Monton Green. The canal bank was, 
at the time, nothing more than, as he puts 
it, “really just a dog’s toilet.” They decided 
to build something that would clean the site 
up and give them somewhere to store their 
“precious junk.” 

Phil and Alex decided to build a shed but 
were told by the planning department 
at Salford Council that as Monton is a 
conservation area, it would have to be 
made of stone. This is where Phil’s creative 
side kicked in. 

 “We didn’t want to build a stone hut” 
recalls Phil “So I’m driving to work the next 
day thinking `Big bend on a canal…stone 
building…water…stone…water… stone. 
What about a lighthouse? A lighthouse, 
yeah!’. Now Alex, like me, is a pillock, so 
when I said `Let’s build a lighthouse’ he 
should have said - like most sane people 
would have said, `Don’t be a t*sspot, 
what’s the point of a lighthouse?’  But he 
being mad said `Brilliant! Yeah, let’s build a 
lighthouse!’” 

Phil phoned the Council to get permission, 
they came down to look at the site and 
agreed…a brilliant idea!

Eight years later, after a lot of planning, 
blood, sweat and tears, the lighthouse 
stands on the Bridgwater Canal, 12ft 
diameter, four stories high. There’s still 
some interior work to be doshne, but 
the land that was once a ‘dog’s toilet’ 
is now a lovely garden dominated by 
Phil’s lighthouse and Monton has its own 
monument to British eccentricity. Or is 
it?  Weirdly, and unknown to Phil before 
he started his project, on the Eccles crest 
of arms there is…yep you guessed…a 
lighthouse. 

Jumble Nautical Scarf £35
Junk Shop Donald Duck Bag £25

all from Junk Shop

Jumble Aqua Floral Print 60s Dress 

£38

Where to find the Monton Lighthouse (M30)
At the intersection of Parrin Lane, Monton 
Road and Folly Lane, see the Bridgewater 
canal on the left.  Walk down to the bank of 

the canal and you can’t miss it… 

A walk along the Bridgewater canal reveals a lighthouse. But why? Who would 
build a lighthouse more than thirty miles from the sea? 
Bernard Brough went to find out…

The Monton Lighthouse
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Photos by Mayu Teeven
Model: Anna Fenlon
Stylist: Jenny 
Thanks to Phil Austin for 
lending us his lighthouse for 
the shoot

Photography by Mayu Teeven
Styling by Jenny Pearse
Model Anna Fenlon
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“freaky patterns and 
fierce expressions”

THE CRESCENT TOTEM POLES

Weird and wonderful, with faces like they’ve 
just opened their council tax bills, the best modern 

sculpture in Salford is well worth a visit…

These three mad pillars near Pendleton were created 
by artist William Mitchell in 1966, originally to adorn the 
courtyard of Salford Technical College. Even though the 
sculptures are made from coloured concrete and ceramic 

tiles, their freaky patterns and fierce expressions have 
been compared to Aztec religious art. But Mitchell never 

let on to the meaning behind his work. He never even 

gave the `totem poles’ a title. What we do know is that 
he positioned them perfectly so that the morning and 

evening sunshine falls on their faces….
The courtyard is now part of Salford University’s 
Allerton Building on the Frederick Road campus, 

and the sculptures aren’t listed.  There isn’t even a 
plaque nearby with their creator’s name.

Photos by Mayu Teeven
Models: Jill Ashworth  
and Heather McKay

All clothes from Junk Shop:Jumble red leopard print strap dress £40Jumble black star strap dress £40
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Where to find the Crescent Totem Poles (M6)…
The sculptures are on the corner of Frederick Road and The Crescent in the Allerton 

campus courtyard.  You can’t really miss them…

All clothes from Junk Shop:Jumble red leopard print strap dress £40Jumble black star strap dress £40
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VICTORIA PARK 

BANDSTAND

T
he phones are ringing off the 
hook.  Desperate women are 
calling from all over the country, 
asking to order the dress that 
top model Eva Herzigova is 
hugging on the front cover of The 

Observer magazine.  They’re told they 
can’t have it as it’s made from recycled 
material…they can have one like it but 
all the clothes are one offs. Unique. One 
woman insists…she must have that 
dress. Tough. Unless she wants to go and 
fight Eva for it…

Meanwhile, in a tiny workshop on the 
top floor of Islington Mill, just off The 
Crescent, the production rolls on as 
snazzy materials get recycled and reborn 
under the label Jumble: Made In The 
Mill. The company was only set up by 
Charlotte and Dan a few years ago, but 

its impact has been almost instant, 
with Oxfam 

snapping up Charlotte’s latest collection 
for its top stores in London. 

“They saw the clothes and liked the 
ideas, which are a young and fresh 
approach to recycling” she says “Usually 
when you think `recycling’ everything’s 
stuffy and made out of hemp and grey 
and boring.  We’re trying to make it 
fun and Oxfam are trying to appeal 
to a younger market so hopefully my 
clothes can do it for them.  We’re one of 
their best sellers at the moment so it’s 
brilliant.”

Charlotte and Dan have also got a mad 
store called Junk Shop on Dale Street in 
Manchester where rails full of their own 
clothes mingle with an array of kitsch 
retro items like Magpie annuals and 
clockwork robots. Just nosing round the 
place is an experience in itself.  

“We just wanted to do something unique 
and different” says Charlotte “What’s 
happening in clothing at the moment is 
that high street chains are churning out 
all these clothes and everyone looks the 
same now, every shop has the same 
things.  But in my Jumble collection you 

CLOTHES 
JUNKIES

All the clothes featured in our fashion shoots are made in Salford and are getting 
flaunted by supermodels, as the Jumble label takes the country by storm...

can’t get anything the same because 
we’re using recycled fabric.”

Hence the Eva dress envy.  
So,supermodels wearing clothes from 
Salford – how good is that?

“I was surprised by it” Charlotte laughs 
“But it just shows that if you do something 
good and your heart is in it, it’s amazing 
what can happen.”

Junk Shop is at 2 Dale Street, 
Manchester (opp Vinyl Exchange in 
the Northern Quarter) 238 8517
See the clothes online at www.
junkshopuk.com
The company is also looking for young 
designers – if you’re up for it give 
Charlotte a bell.
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Built in 1897 to commemorate 
the 60th anniversary of 
Queen Vic sitting on the 
throne, Victoria Park’s old 

bandstand got tarted up a few years 
ago and is now one of the most mint 
urban sanctuaries in the City. 

Making an ideal backdrop for a picnic 
with its dramatic green roof star, the 
kids can get up on stage and pretend 
to be pop stars. The Grade 2 listed 
structure sits in a quiet corner of 
the park which has plenty of other 
attractions including a great play 
area, sports courts and some wicked 
trees. During the spring and summer 
the bandstand also plays host to 
shows and concerts.

Where to find Victoria Park 
Bandstand (M27)
The bandstand is in Victoria Park, on 
Manchester Road, Swinton.  Parking 
is at the back of the park on Swinton 
Hall Road.

Peace Grows 

recycled p
olo 

`mushroom’ 

top £20

 Jumble yellow 80s style vest 
dress £35

Jumble pink net curtain dress £35

Photos: Mayu Teeven
Models: Anna Fenlon and 
Kirsty Matthews
Styling: Jenny Pearse

VICTORIA PARK 

BANDSTAND
It’s over 100 years 

old…it’s big…it’s 
beautiful…it’s 

Salford’s biggest 
free stage…
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Anthony Berry is the UK’s top 
drag queen.  He’s been in 
Coronation Street playing the 
tranny who seduced Steve 
McDonald…As Princess 
Jordan he’s travelled the world 

with his incredible cabaret show…He’s 
about to star in a film tipped to be the 
next Trainspotting…And he lives in a 
towerblock near Salford Precinct.

“I grew up around here, so I’ve never 
faced any hostile people” says Anthony, 
now dressed out of costume in jeans and 
a t-shirt.

“I’m gay but no-one minds” he adds 
“Besides, I’ve got three brothers who are 

6”4’, 18 stone and play rugby.  We’re a 
well known family and they’re all very 
supportive in everything I do.  When I’m 
doing a show my brothers are there in 
the front row and I have lots of fans from 
Salford who come to watch me. They’re 
all at the door going `We know Jordan, 
we know Jordan’ and then all these 
misfits come in…”

Anthony first started to make his living 
dressing up as a woman after Richard 
O’Brien, who wrote the Rocky Horror 
Show, visited the Churchill pub in 
Manchester.

“We all had to dress as Rocky 
characters and unfortunately I was the 

only one who could fit into the French 
maid’s outfit” he laughs “Everyone was 
going `God you look really good’ and I 
started getting asked to do promotional 
work for pubs dressed in feather 
headbands and stuff.”

Next, he found himself performing in the 
Drag Show at the New Union Show Bar 
and then toured the country as a founder 
member of the Ladyboys of Manchester. 
Three years ago Anthony won the Drag 
Queen of the Year Award, which led to 
a stint headlining at the famous Café La 
Belle in Gran Canaria as his alter ego, 
Princess Jordan.  He was also the first 
drag queen to sing live on the main stage 
at Gay Pride.  

Princess Jordan and THE BROUGHTON 
pyramids

It’s six o’clock in the morning on Great Cheetham Street and commuters are almost crashing into each other 
at the sight of a stunning looking babe in hotpants and six inch heels posing on top of a Scooby Doo van 

parked up by Broughton baths.  Passing truck drivers roll their windows down and whistle. If only they knew…

Clothes by Junk Shop: 
Icon Madonna pigeon t-shirt £25
Junk Shop hotpants £30
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Photos by Steve MimmackModel: Anthony Berry (Princess Jordan)Thanks to Paul Starr for use of the van.

After making his 
name, he was snapped up by 
former Take That manager, Nigel 
Martyn Smith, and beat fifty other 
hopefuls to land the part of Steve 
McDonald’s tranny seducer in Corrie 
last year.  Now Anthony’s starring 
in films, firstly playing a young Pete 
Burns in the new movie, Awaydays, 
and he’s about to start filming in 
Scarborough for a Brit flick called 
Desperate, tipped to be the next 
Trainspotting.

“I play a tranny villain called 
Shi*thead in a story centred around 
kidnap, rape and murder” he smiles 
“It’s not family viewing but it’s a 
really good script.  She’s a very 
strong character, definitely won’t be 
seen as wimpy and will probably 
become an icon for trannies as 
she’s very feisty and full of attitude.  

She’s no 
holds barred.”

Meanwhile, Anthony’s got his 
Princess Jordan cabaret act, 
singing on stage, fulfilling his 
boyhood dream.

“I always wanted to do it…I never 
thought I’d be in a dress doing it 
but at least I’m doing what I always 
wanted to do” he explains “When 
you’re a boy who can sing you’re 
in a category with thousands of 
other people…but when you’re a 
convincing female impersonator 
who can sing, then the category’s a 
lot smaller.”

He’s certainly very convincing.  As 
those truckers in Broughton will well 
certify…

Rising from the suburban skies of Broughton 
are the exotic glass pyramids of Broughton…

Who needs Egypt when you can see wonders 
of the world right here in Salford next to 
MacDonald’s?  Walk down Great Cheetham 
Street West, look up at Broughton Fit City 
swimming baths roof and there they are…
skylights that would impress Cleopatra herself.

The pyramids are a feature of the sixties 
architecture of the baths.  Now Salford Council 
has plans to demolish the landmark pool and 
move it to Mocha Parade. It looks like the 
Broughton pyramids are about to meet their 
doom.  So get a photo there quick before more 
Salford heritage is lost forever…or take a swim 
under the light of the pyramids and feel those 
ancient vibes.

Where to find the Broughton Pyramids (M7)
The glass pyramids form the roof of Fit City 
Broughton on Great Cheetham Street West, 
which runs between Bury New Road and Great 
Clowes Street. 

Princess Jordan and THE BROUGHTON 
pyramids

Clothes by Junk Shop: 
Icon Madonna pigeon t-shirt £25
Junk Shop hotpants £30
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the new academic year
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COSTA DEL SALFORD

Welcome to Salford 

with its yards of empty unspo
ilt

beaches, stunning river views a
nd

incredible wildlife.

Wish you were here?  You bet!
!!

First, we go to Springfield Road Beach, just off Trinity 

Way... And then Nigel Pivaro shows us the delights of Ordsall 

Beach with the help of a few friends... 

A few years ago Urban Splash announced plans to build a beach on 

the banks of the River Irwell at Trinity Way. What no-one mentioned 

was that there was already a natural sandy paradis
e here.  As 

possible plans for a massive `beachside’ development
 are about to be 

announced by Urban Splash - including around 450 flats, shops, 

car parks and an office block - we thought we’d get down there 

quick, while it’s still unspoilt by developers, for som
e summer fun... 
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It was a scorcher of a day in Ordsall’s East Bank 

recently…I needed a way of escaping from the 

choking grime and the cacophony of relentless 

noise for a spell of sanity. Skriking kids, revving 

dirt bikes and van vendor’s tuneful ditties were 

conspiring to send me over the edge…

I was keen to take a charabanc excursion to 

Morecambe, but what with the price of petrol and 

the news that Urban Splash have plotted up in 

the town’s famous Midland Hotel, my plans of 

a seaside away day were melting as fast as 

an upturned ice cream cornet on the summer 

pavement.

But who needs Morecambe when you have 

hidden gems like Salford’s Ha’ppeny Bridge 

Beach to play in? 

The naturally occurring red sand on the banks of the Irwell provides the perfect platform to watch its blackened 

waters feed into the Manchester ship canal. And under the Victorian arches Lisa, Codie, Mikey and me played 

and relaxed in the blistering sun, disturbed only by 14.04 Altrincham to Piccadilly hurtling above.  We were 

enjoying our urban hideaway holiday.  

On the opposite bank, the gawping yuppies could not detract from our fun. 

Sitting on the shaded balconies of their over priced rabbit hutches that do a plausible impression of designer 

apartments, they craved our place in the sun.

If only they’d studied the plans before signing up to buy their East facing prospect.

Later, we sat and watched the Irwell, here deprived of its natural ebb and flow by the six sets of locks that run 

from Weaste down to the River Mersey. Once upon a time the locks were opening and shutting with greater 

regularity as ocean going ships from across the globe glided up the canal to the terminal docks in Ordsall and 

Pomona.

These ships, large and small, were a fantastic sight in themselves, almost surreal looking as they navigated the 

narrow straight. They towered over the blackened terrace houses beneath as they set sail and berthed to and 

from all corners of the earth.

Now that’s gone, this place does feel like a people’s beach, not fancy yet a true oasis of relaxation in the post-

industrial deconstruction site that Ordsall has become. You almost have everything, swans, Canada geese and 

great company.  

The only downer is the quality of the water, which definitely would not pass the EU safe bathing test. This is a 

great shame, because as the water up stream is used less for industry and less still for shipping, it could be 

cleaned up and given back to the people of Salford to paddle and swim in.

The ship canal was called the “People’s Canal” why I cannot tell because it was largely kept separate from 

the “people”. The only ones who came near to its waterside were the dockers and others who worked on its 

quaysides.

For years we were denied what is the city’s right, the river that runs through it! Now is the time to put it back 

where it belongs, in the hands of its citizens. 

Do that and we can have more days like this and less need to travel to Morecambe, even though we might be 

tempted…if only to gaze upon another of Bloxam’s follies. 

By Nigel Pivaro
My Day Trip To The Stunning Red Sands Of Ordsall.....
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HOW TO GET  TO THE BEACH
Ordsall Beach is situated at the end of Woden Street, 
off Ordsall Lane. Walk right to the end of the street and 
walk over the green Ha’penny Bridge.  See the beach 

on the right.

We played ball while the kids 
watched the ducks

We sunbathed

We talked about the fascinating history of the place

My Day Trip To The Stunning Red Sands Of Ordsall.....

Nigel’s friends are Lisa Hudson, Mikey and Codie  
Photos by Catherine Wood

There’s so much to do on Ordsall Beach.....

We built sand castles

Who needs Bali when you’ve got Ha’penny Bridge!



34 www.salfordstar.com www.salfordstar.com



www.salfordstar.com  35www.salfordstar.com



36 www.salfordstar.com www.salfordstar.com

SALFORD GIRL IN 
FRANCE
A song by James Herring

It was in the summer and the sun was so bright
She was in the fountain to Parisian surprise
Her hair was wet and she smiled as she spun

A little crazy but a whole lot of fun
Whoaaa! She was beautiful!

Whoaaa! She was beautiful!
Whoaaa! That Salford girl in France

No continental sentimental, not vain standing by 
the Seine
On a photo shoot in Paris, not falling for the whole 
fame game

Salford Girl In France, 
a vitally catchy summer 
tune, was written by Lower 
Broughton born singer/
songwriter James Herring, 
who says it was created in 

awe of Salford girls everywhere…

“It’s a happy song about all the fun 
things that Salford girls do” he says “And 
the girl in this song is a fictitious model 
who has been taken all around the world 
but is still doing Salford things, turning 
her nose up at the fame side of it and 
just enjoying herself…And me watching 
her and falling in love with her.  It’s pure 
admiration.“

Influenced by old time musical humorist, 
Mike Harding, James takes his acoustic 
set occasionally around the pubs and 

clubs of Salford and throughout Greater 
Manchester but “I don’t put myself about 
much, I’d rather be drinking than playing 
on a Friday night”…

In line with other songs by James, 
Salford Girl In France isn’t being released 
as a single or anything like that.  He just 
makes little videos and puts them on the 
web for everyone to access.  Together 
with Salford Girl In France, there’s a 
video track about Salford lads snubbing 
expensive motors and credit cards 
called Fancy Cars - featuring characters 
from Lower Broughton dancing in front 
of Victoria Bingo Hall - and Mancunian 
Anthem, which started off about Salford 
but crossed the Irwell at the last minute. 
However, for a Salford summer anthem 
you can’t beat Salford Girl In France…

Salford Girl In France is on the 
Salford Star website and myspace…

www.salfordstar.com or www.
myspace.com/salfordstar1

Other songs by James Herring are 
on www.myspace.com/jayherring 
and www.unsignedbandweb.
com. You can contact James via 
his Facebook site, search James 
Herring.

SALFORD GIRL IN FRANCE
No lies, French fries and a body that would 
blow your eyes
She looked over to Notre Dame I took a chance to be 
her man

Whoaaa! She was beautiful!
Whoaaa! She was beautiful!

Whoaaa! That Salford girl in 
France
I scaled the walls and I rang the bell
She had seen me I could tell

She gave me a topless wave and I fell… 

for…Salford girl in France
That Salford girl in France…
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DAKOTA AMERICA? NAH, 
WENT TO SALFORD: THE DAY THE 
INDIAN NATIONS CAME TO WHIT LANE.

“Most welcoming, was the 
knowledge that many of the Quays 
and surrounding streets, still 
carry the name’s of our proud 
and ancient Nation’s, Huron and 
Dakota being but two examples. 
As we sat on the Quays in the 
evening, reflecting on all the 
things we had seen, we found a 
peace and contentment that we 
very rarely find outside our own 
Sovereign tribal territories.
 
We did however welcome the 
chance to visit an area earmarked 
for regeneration and development. 
We recognize it would be easy for 
residents to feel disheartened, 
socially excluded perhaps, 
surrounded by boarded up streets, 
houses and social centres. But 
even here the spirit of Salford, 
the very thing we noticed about 
its peoples from day one, shone 
through.
 
It was an honour to meet and 
speak with a Mr Graham Cooper, 
who is somewhat ‘active’ in his 
community. We applaud his fight 
to establish a safe play area 
for Salford’s youngsters and 
establish a social gathering place 
for local teenagers who do feel 
marginalized and excluded. As 
members of the Indian Nations, 
everything we do as a people is to 
protect our future generations.
 
The people of Salford we did 
meet and speak with, were warm, 
welcoming, open and friendly. 

Not once were we spoken to 
or at as though we should be 
‘nostalgic stereotypes’, it would 
be impossible to explain just how 
much respect and kudos we give 
to the good people of Salford for 
that.
 
This brings us to a sad point in 
our visit…Salford’s Totem Pole, 
so cruelly felled like an unwanted 
old tree. A Totem Pole is not a 
“mere log” that someone has 
“creatively whittled”. They are 
designed to be read in the same 
way you all would read a history 
book, and that Totem clearly reads 
the trading connection between 
Indian peoples and Salford City. 
Unwittingly perhaps in the action 
of that chainsaw, Salford was 
effectively severing all historic 
connections to the Indian Nations.

.It would be a good day for all of 
us, if the good citizens of Salford 
and the Indian Nations, could 
gather in Salford to celebrate 
that connection between us and 
witness the raising of this revered 
symbol of Indian culture…”

When Linda Lou Flewin, from Mi’kmaq Nation 
and Zoi Lightfoot, from the Anishinaabe 

Nation came for a tour of Salford they were well 
impressed.  Here’s some extracts from a letter 
they sent to Councillor Coen following their 
visit… On Spike Island in Lower Broughton, 

the ladies of Riverside Island 
Tenants Association are getting 
very excited…a hunky Mexican 
revolutionary is coming to visit.  In 
Seedley South, Kevin can’t wait to 
show off the solitary palm tree in his 
back garden…the nearest Salford 
gets to sombreros and stuff.

The Zapatista National Liberation 
Army was born in 1993 from poverty 
in the state of Chiapas in southeast 
Mexico.  Led by Subcomandante 
Marcos, who many see as the 
new Che Guevara, the popular 
Zapatistas govern their own territory 
with slogans like `everything for 
everyone’.  They’re not only at war 
with the Mexican government but 
also with the global corporations 
which control the country.  The 
Zapatista message is `Freedom, 
justice and democracy for the whole 
world’…which is what brings them 
to sunny Salford on a Monday 
afternoon.  They want to meet and 
exchange ideas with community 
groups that share their problems.

The Zapatista movement isn’t just 
based in Mexico but has spread 
amongst Mexican migrants who live 
and work in America. In New York 
City they are fighting multi billion 
dollar UK property company, Dawnay 
Day, which has bought 47 buildings 
at El Barrio in East Harlem in order 
to `yuppyfi’ the area.  The company 
has stated that it wants to raise rents 
tenfold which would only be possible 
by evicting the low income Mexican 
families from their homes.  

“Today we are meeting a couple 
of tenant organisations who are 
fighting the same fight that we are 
back home” says Juan Haro “We are 
fighting against the displacement 
of the simple and humble people 
by these capitalist landlords and 

MEXICAN WAVE:
THE DAY THE ZAPATISTAS CAME TO SALFORD

When the infamous Zapatista movement 
wanted to see real British injustice at work 

they sent their rep on a day trip to Salford…
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MEXICAN WAVE:
THE DAY THE ZAPATISTAS CAME TO SALFORD

politicians, whose only intent is to 
push us out of our homes as soon 
as they can to generate a better 
profit.”

At Spike Island, Juan is well 
impressed by the efforts of the 
community fighting to save their 
homes from the bulldozers, and 
in Seedley South he can see the 
terraced housing being demolished 
to make way for new more 
expensive estates, with Media City 
around the corner.  Explaining the 
situation in El Barrio he adds:

“We are a community of resistance, 
we are not going to allow any multi 
national company, any landlord or 
any city institution to accomplish 
their long term ends which is to 
force us out of our homes to jack 
up rents and bring rich people to 
take over our community.”

The exchange of ideas at, firstly, 
Spike Island, then Seedley South 
last the whole afternoon, and end 
with huge respect and support 
for each other’s causes.  The 
links between Salford and the 
Zapatistas are solid.

Juan on Spike Island in Lower Broughton.

Juan in Seedley South.

A few weeks later, Juan was due to address a public 
meeting about El Barrio in Manchester but he wasn’t 
allowed to come back into the UK.  

In October, if they can get into the country, there’s going 
to be an international demonstration in support of the 
Movement For Justice In El Barrio at Dawnay Day’s HQ 
in London.  Keep an eye on our website for details www.
salfordstar.com

Messages of support can be sent to: 
movementforjusticeinelbarrio@yahoo.com

We contacted Salford Council and asked if Salford could 
be twinned with the Zapatista territory in Mexico and El 
Barrio in New York City.  They didn’t reply…

When the infamous Zapatista movement 
wanted to see real British injustice at work 

they sent their rep on a day trip to Salford…
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So there’s Lucky’s wife with their 
two year old baby sat in Salford, 
panicking like mad.  Her husband 
had left Islamabad airport almost 
two days before and she’d heard 
nothing since – no phone call, 

no message. No nothing.  She goes to 
Manchester Airport with the baby once…
twice…No-one knows anything.  She’s 
out of her mind with worry.  

Meanwhile, somewhere in Dubai 
Airport, Lucky goes to the 
Emirates desk and asks 
to make a phone call to 
his wife saying he’s been 
delayed.  But they won’t 
let him. Neither do they 
give him the hotel or meal 
he says he was promised 
before leaving on a delayed 
flight from Islamabad to 
Dubai, to face yet another delay due 
to fog. He finds a seat-cum-bed in the 
airport lounge and settles down for the 
night but starts shivering…

“I was on the chair and saw that some 
people had Emirates blankets” Lucky 
recalls “so I thought maybe they’d at least 
give me one of those. I went again to the 
desk and asked them for one but they 
said they didn’t have any.  When I got 
back to my chair someone else had taken 
it. I was freezing, I had back pain…and 
my wife didn’t know where I was…”

Lucky buys a few bits of chocolate and 
a drink with the small amount of money 
he’s brought with him and braves it out, 
eventually getting home nearly two days 
after he left the airport in Islamabad for 
what should have been a routine flight.  
He arrives back in Salford furious with his 
treatment.

“At Islamabad airport they told me there 
was a five hour delay but to go to Dubai 
where everything would be arranged for 
me – food, hotel, everything” says Lucky 
“They said there was no need to panic 
and to go to the Emirates desk and tell 
them.  So when I got to Dubai I went to 
the Emirates desk, they asked to see 
my passport, took one look that it was 
green for Pakistan, and said `We can’t do 
anything’. I went to six different Emirates 
desks and each gave the same reply.”

Does he reckon he would have been 
treated differently had he had a UK 
passport?  “I don’t know” he says “But 
they started treating me like this when 
I took the passport out.  What do you 

think?  You tell me…”

When Lucky got back he wrote Emirates 
a stiff letter, the company apologised…
”Please accept our sincere apologies for 
the inconvenience and dissatisfaction…
distress and hardship…anxious and 
stressful moments…’  

 – and sent him £10 to cover his 
expenses, plus the offer of an upgrade on 
his next journey. 

“I was shocked” he 
says “I’d been in hell nearly 48 hours 
and they gave me a cheque for £10?  I 
sent it back but they haven’t offered me 
anything else.  They said it was one of 
those things, bad weather, but it says on 
the ticket that they have to provide you 
with a hotel and everything. I thought that 
the least they would do is refund the price 
of my ticket.”  

We asked Emirates if it was the policy 
to treat people with Pakistani passports 
worse than someone with a UK passport. 
They said “Absolutely not…we are a 
multi-cultural and multi-ethnic based 
company and this is where much of our 
success lies.”

We asked Emirates if it was practice to 
refuse blankets to customers who have 

to spend the 
night in an airport due to delayed flights…
”We do not actually store blankets at the 
airport” we were told “There were not 
enough hotel rooms to accommodate 
everyone.”

We asked Emirates if it was practice 
to refuse customers the right to phone 
their families to inform them of delays…
Emirates told us that passengers are 
permitted a short call home but “due to 
the large volumes of passengers at the 
airport at that time all lines would have 
been in use continually…We were not 
aware that Mr Anjum [Lucky] experienced 
a problem calling home.”

We asked Emirates if it was practice 
to offer people only £10 compensation 
for 48 hours of hell…”As the disruption 
was due to adverse weather conditions 
and out of our control, we are unable 
to offer compensation” we were told 
“We have, however, offered Mr Anjum 
a complimentary return upgrade to 
anywhere on the Emirates network as a 
gesture of goodwill, as we recognise that 
this was an unfortunate and distressing 
situation…we have also reimbursed the 
costs he incurred at the airport, hence 
offering the cheque for £10.”

Lucky is not impressed…”They’ve 
offered me an upgrade on my next 
Emirates flight but there isn’t going to be 
a next time” he says “And I’m going to tell 
everyone I know not to fly with them…”

FLY EMIRATES? 
LUCKY SAYS ‘NO CHANCE!’

`Please accept our sincere apologies for 

the inconvenience and dissatisfaction…

distress and hardship… 

anxious and stressful moments…’  

Here’s a cheque for a tenner…

When Langworthy Rd newsagent, Lucky, came back 
from his hols he got stuck on the flight from hell…
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As people begin to move out of 
the houses in the Seedley South 
triangle of streets, probably the 
last ever outdoor party for that 
community took place on the 
crofts between the tinned up 

terraces.  There were races and games for 
kids and adults, music, food and fun. 

Now these houses, featured in The Secret 
Millionaire, Coronation Street and on the 
pages of every issue of Salford Star, are 
due to be demolished.  

Salford Council didn’t even cut the grass 
on the crofts – residents were up all night 
before the party with tiny lawn mowers 
getting it ready...  

Photos by Jemma Cooper

 Seedley South Street Party Spring 2008
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THE SOUND OF (SEEDLEY) SILENCE

Goodbye dear neighbours my old friends 
Perhaps we’ll never talk again 
Because the council did their scheming 
Made all their plans whilst we were dreaming 
All our plans that we thought we’d see 
Lay now lost 
Within the streets of silence 
     
Now we all have restless dreams 
Of our terraced homes all gone it seems 
No halo from the little street lamp 
Just our walls running cold and damp 
From neglect from the powers that be 
Who all told lies  
About the streets of silence 
  
And now in our dreams we see 
All those neighbours that used to be 
We hear them laughing and speaking 
We hear all the children playing 
We hear the tales that once were shared 
Love all around and everyone cared 
But no more in the streets of silence 
  
“Fools” we said “You do not care” 
When everything will lay bare 
Hear our words we tried to say 
But Oh! No you had to have your way 
And our words fell on stony ground 
Nothing left now only the sound 
Of Streets of silence 
  
And all the neighbours cried in rage 
At all the lies told at every stage 
Treated like a load of fools 
As the council said “Don’t worry you will not lose” 
We’ll even give to plans you can choose 
Yet we should have seen the signs of their plans 
For the streets and streets of silence  
  
Pam Barber 2008

With respect to Simon and Garfunkel
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BUILE HILL JEWEL SELL OUT…

The History
Built in the 1820s Buile Hill • 
Park Mansion was designed 
by House of Commons 
architect Sir Charles Barry, 
and is historically important 
as this was his first recorded 
domestic commission and 
his only recorded Greek 
Villa.  The Mansion was 
Grade ll listed in 1980 along 
with its grounds. 

The Mansion was previously • 
home to the Lancashire 
Mining Museum, closed 
in 2000 with its important 
collection scattered 
throughout the country. 

Legend has it that Salfordian • 
author, Francis Hodgson 
Burnett, based her world 
famous book, The Secret 
Garden, on visits to the park 
and mansion. The story 
centres on a spoiled, self-
centred child.

Money Money
Money... 
It’s widely acknowledged 
that John Wilkinson bought 
the mansion for £675,000 
– less than the price of 
three semis in the Buile 
Hill area. He plans to put a 
two storey extension onto 
the Mansion to form a 93 
bedroom `country’ hotel, 

plus function rooms and a 
leisure suite with 133 car 
parking spaces. Normally 
such a development would 
be subject to £206,237 in 
planning fees payable to the 
Council for `public realm, 
infrastructure, construction 
training, climate change and 
admin’. But not a penny of 
this was paid for reasons 
including `the benefit of 
bringing a vacant listed 
building back into use.’

The Council
Salford Council argues that 
it needs a sustainable use 
for the Mansion in order to 
bid for the restoration and 
development of the rest of 
the park. It launched a public 
consultation on the draft 
masterplan in July.
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BUILE HILL JEWEL SELL OUT…
How Salford Does Its Community Business

As members of the public we 
went to object to Salford Council 
selling off one of the City’s 
crown jewels and passing yet 
another public building into 
the hands of a profit seeking 

entrepreneur.  We were shocked at 
the way the meeting was held, how 
we were treated and how the planning 
permission ever got through.  It was just 
amazing how the desire of one person, 
John Wilkinson, can overrule the Salford 
people.  

They made it as awkward and as 
difficult as possible the whole time, even 
holding the planning meeting at 1:30pm 
when everyone was at work.  On arrival 
we were handed a copy of the 26 page 
panel report and had about half an hour 
to digest the information and comment 
on it.  Before we went into the room there 
was a lady with a PC who wanted to 
know our names and whether we were 
objectors – what for? Who knows?  

The actual meeting itself was a 
complete shambles. It was awful. We 
were pushed into a corner with most 
seats directly adjacent to the overhead 
screen presentation which was 
impossible to view.  We were 
then informed by the panel’s 
Chair, who unfortunately did 
not introduce himself, that any 
speaker was expected to identify 
themselves by name, yet none of 
the people on the panel had the 
courtesy to say who they were. 
Then we were told that only two 
speakers would be allowed to 
represent all of the objectors but 
after an uproar the Chair decided 
to let four of us have a say. 

All four of us put our case with 
passion. Our main objection was 
that we didn’t want a park taken 
off the people and carved up; 
we didn’t want a listed mansion 
being turned into a four star hotel 
in a public park; we didn’t want 

the demolition of listed outbuildings; we 
didn’t want the increased traffic going 
in and out of the park, together with the 
pollution and risk to the safety of kids who 
are playing there. 

There were other technical things too, 
like Councillor Ainsworth raised the fact 
that there are nine criteria for building 
hotels outside of city centres and this one 
didn’t meet them. There were objections 
to the design of the hotel, the trees they 
will be removing, even the potential 

flooding of Seedley. But the main 
objection was that they were taking our 
heritage off us.

In 1998 the Council told us about the 
vision they had for the park – a Heritage 
Centre with animals in its courtyard, 
more community involvement, school 
kids growing flowers and plants…there 

were all sorts of ideas thrown about.  
The last one in anyone’s mind was to 
turn the Mansion into a hotel, knock the 
listed outbuildings down and reduce 
public access which is what they are now 
proposing to do. I don’t know another city 
with a hotel in one of its parks.  

An agent at the meeting said that it was 
always John Wilkinson’s ambition to own 
a four star country house hotel and this 
was the only suitable site. I stood up and 
said that he already had a hotel near Old 
Trafford, and he’s getting another one in 
Barton attached to the Salford City Reds 
Stadium, how much more does this man 
want? The agent just gave me a look and 
the Chair said that was nothing to do with 
the planning permission.  

The Council received loads of petitions 
and letters of objection. These included 
a letter from the Georgian Group 
expressing `disappointment’ about the 
conversion to a hotel, and concern about 
`the scale of the new development and 
the volume of car parking proposed’, 
and one from the Ancient Monuments 
Society explaining that the new proposed 
wing of the Mansion should be regarded 

as `unnecessarily damaging an 
important listed building’.  

The sad part was that all these 
people had objected and the final 
decision was in the hands of a 
majority of six or seven people 
who decided what we were 
going to have. It was a foregone 
conclusion. And, apparently, two 
new councillors on the panel 
had not even had the necessary 
training to make such an 
important decision.

At the end of the meeting we 
all stood up and said `SHAME 
ON YOU!’ and they didn’t bat an 
eyelid.  It was so upsetting. And 
yet another jewel in Salford’s 
crown was disposed of…

When Salford City Reds owner, John Wilkinson, put in for planning 
permission to turn the previously public owned Buile Hill Park 
Mansion into a 93 bedroom 4-star luxury hotel, local residents Tony 
and Ann Bannister, along with many others, turned up to object.  Here 
they recount their shocking experiences… 

“The actual meeting 
itself was a complete 

shambles. It was awful.”
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GOING WEST

In the middle of a housing estate 
almost across the road from 
Pendlebury Children’s Hospital 
(soon to be flattened for flats) there’s 
a large grassy meadow where 
people walk their dogs and play with 

their kids. It’s a piece of green Council-
owned land that’s treasured by residents, 
who have spotted goldfinches, mistle 
thrushes and sparrow hawks fluttering 
about… 

…Recently, a few of them also spotted 
an advert in the paper placed by Salford 
City Council giving notice that the 
`Land at Sherwood Avenue’ was being 
transferred to City West Housing Trust, 
along with 34 other parcels of land all 
over Salford. It added that the areas were 
`for use as public open space or other 
uses as appropriate’…Other uses? What 
other uses? Building blocks of flats and 
houses ? They began to mobilise.

Letters of objection were sent off to the 
Council, petitions were signed, posters 
were tied to trees around the estate 
telling everyone what was occurring and 
people went to the Town Hall in person to 
see the plans. When they got there they 
were met by worried looking staff trying 
to reassure them that it was merely an 
administrative thing…that all the council 
houses in west Salford were being 
transferred to a new arms length housing 
association, called City West Housing 
Trust. And that it made sense to transfer 
the land around those houses so that the 
Trust could maintain it. Nothing to worry 
about at all. 

But the letters of objection and the 
petitions kept coming…

“I think it’s a disgrace” said resident 
Angela Hickson who lives near the 
Sherwood Road meadow “It’s a really 

nice, well used field which the community 
uses. You wouldn’t transfer the land if 
you didn’t have plans for the land, that’s 
the way I’m thinking and I would also be 
concerned that the maintenance of the 
field might go downhill.  We’re private 
owners and we weren’t consulted on 
this at all. Who are City West Housing? 
I haven’t got a 
clue.” 

Eileen Jackson 
was one of the 
residents who 
first spotted the 
Council’s plan.  
She’d lived in the area for years and was 
worried about access routes onto the 
estate being blocked and the field’s future 
of course. Meanwhile, Jim Reilly, had put 
the posters on trees informing people 
about what was going on.

“I don’t mind the Council transferring 
the land if City West Housing are going 
to maintain it as open land but it’s the 
`other purposes’ that’s the worrying thing” 
he explains “Are we going to see a block 
of flats out there in five years time?  A 
neighbour told me that the Council did 
try to build on it a long time ago. You can 
see the strength of feeling about this – 
this is the first time we’ve got together as 
a community.  They can say that they’re 
not going to do anything with the land but 
I’m very sceptical about that.  They need 
to tell us what they are proposing  and to 
find out whether there are objections to it, 
rather than ignoring people, thinking they 
can do whatever they want.”

Carl and Lynn Hall were so concerned 
they not only wrote a letter of objection, 
they also wrote to their councillor, 
Maureen Lea, asking for her support 

against the land transfer. The councillor’s 
reply shocked her. Rather than showing 
any sympathy for the community, 
Councillor Lea wrote a very terse reply 
saying that there was no question of the 
land being turned into a concrete jungle 
and continued…”I am very concerned 
also that fly posting has occurred 

without any received 
advice and alarmed 
unnecessarily the local 
population. This will 
be investigated as fly 
posting is an offence 
bringing with it a fine”. 

The e-mail was passed onto the Salford 
Star and we wrote to back to Carl and 
Lynn, and cc’d it to the councillor…
even we were shocked by the tone of 
her response to a constituent…talking 
about fining a guy who was basically 
being a concerned citizen informing 
the neighbourhood. Councillor Lea 
replied…”I believe this to be a dangerous 
practice and could lead to scare stories 
abounding on any issue that could be 
used to discredit the Local Council and its 
members…While I have little faith in you 
publishing my comments at least they are 
recorded…”

After this little episode it’s obvious 
that the community doesn’t need to get 
involved in `dangerous practices’ like, 
tying a poster to a tree, to `discredit the 
Local Council and its members’ – they 
seem to be doing that for themselves…

 * The transfer of houses and land to 
City West Housing Trust was due to go 
ahead this summer.  At the time of going 
to press this still hadn’t happened.  We 
hope it wasn’t the community objections 
that stopped it.

“We weren’t consulted on 
this at all. Who are City West 

Housing? I haven’t got a clue.”
Angela Hickson
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How much trust do people have in the City Council to 
safeguard public land and property? A recent incident in 
Pendlebury speaks volumes…
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OH HAZEL –  

SHOW SOME RESPECT!!!
17 year old Adam Field lives right in the heart of the 
£53million Lower Kersal regeneration area with housing 
improvements and developments going on all over 
the place.  Yet he can’t find a job as a plumber.  In 
desperation his dad wrote to Hazel Blears…Did she help?  
She never even signed the ‘insulting’ reply…

Photo by Michael Cuddy

Adam Field is a remarkable 
young bloke. At two years old 
he was diagnosed with terminal 
cancer, and has spent years 
fighting it, braving operations 
and treatment to become fully 

fit. At 17, he’s full of confidence and 
raring to get into the working world, 
having trained at Salford College to be a 
plumber. But he can’t find a job. 

“There’s loads of us who have been job 
searching for months now and nothing’s 
coming up” says Adam “Most people 
want plumbers who are time served but 
I can’t get the time to serve because no-
one will let me.”

After Adam had written 
to loads of firms and 
signed on with a whole 
battery of agencies and 
advisors, without success, 
his dad decided to seek 
help from a higher authority.  He wrote 
to Government Minister for Communities 
and local MP, Hazel Blears. When the 
reply came back the whole family was 
stunned.  She gave Adam the phone 
number for the Job Centre Plus in 
Salford and said it might be useful for 
him to contact the Employment and Skills 
Advisory Service. 

“She gave us the number 
of the Job Centre and said 
`tough’, basically” says Adam 
“Does she think I’m completely 
thick?  Does she think that 
about all Salford lads or just 
me? I’ve been on with the Job 
Centre, Connexions, Work 
Solutions, Skills Solutions 
for the last six months and 
nothing has come up.  I go to 
a skills centre in Eccles two 
mornings a week, I’ve written 
so many letters that I’ve 
actually lost track of who I’ve 
written to. I’ve phoned places, 

the Council’s plumbers, get in with 
them’ or anything would have been nice 
but basically she said `You’re on your 
own’.  I’ll keep going but I’m losing hope 
because I can’t see anything ahead…
some aren’t taking anyone on, some 
won’t and some don’t want me because, 
at 17, I’m too young. If I don’t get any luck 
I’m going to have to retrain in something 
else.” 

Right in the heart of the £53 million 
`New’ Deal for Communities regeneration 
scheme in Lower Kersal someone who 
is surely supposed to benefit from it feels 
completely let down.

I even went as far as 
Preston for an interview 
but I’m having no luck.

“Hazel didn’t even 
sign the letter which 
I find rather insulting” 
Adam adds, pointing 

to a rubber stamped facsimile of her 
name “If she’s going to sign my life away 
she could at least do it with a pen, but 
apparently I don’t even deserve that. 
She says that she’s helping the people of 
Salford but I can’t find any proof of that…”

So what did Adam expect from Hazel?

“I expected anything from her” he 
decides ”Maybe something like `Here’s 

“If she’s going to sign 
my life away she could 
at least do it with a pen, 
but apparently I don’t 
even deserve that...”
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Rob Rigby remembers as a kid 
going down to the edge of the 
East Lancs Road with sugar 

butties and a bottle of water to count 
the few cars going past, and write 
down their registration numbers 
with his pencil. That was well over a 
decade after Moorside High School 
was built facing the A580. The cars, 
the fumes, the pollution just wasn’t 
an issue then. Now, apart from the 
M60 motorway, the 
East Lancs has 
the highest levels 
of nitrogen dioxide 
in the city. Rob 
just shakes his 
head in disbelief 
at the very thought 
of putting two 
schools anywhere near the road.

“There’s a Lancet report stating that 
children between the ages of 9 and 18 
are most susceptible to lung damage 
from traffic fumes than at any time of 
their lives” he explains “With Salford 
having one of the highest incidents of 
childhood asthma and bronchitis this is 
the last place you’d think they would put 
a school, never mind two schools.”

Moorside High, built when Rob was 
eating his sugar butties, is merging with 
Swinton High on a new site next to the 
East Lancs, while Walkden High is being 
re-built on a field, also next to the East 

Lancs, with an existing huge mobile 
phone mast at the side, just for good 
measure.  The idea of putting two new 
schools on the edge of the A580 ap-
pealed to Salford Council, Rob argues, 
so that drivers could see these new 
`beacons’ of how great education is IN 
Salford, but now planners are coming 
up with bonkers plans to try and allay 
parents fears.

“They originally 
wanted to put 
Walkden school as 
close to the East 
Lancs as possible 
but when they had 
the outline plan-
ning meeting last 
year they admit-

ted that the air quality wasn’t good, and 
said they’d move it 50 metres away and 
install a ventilation system to bring in 
clean air from the other side of the field” 
Rob recalls “In my opinion they are just 
paying lip service to children’s health 
and moving the school from a pretty safe 
place to one with a lot more danger.”

Rob, along with virtually the whole 
community around the new Walkden 
High school site, has been campaign-
ing against the development for over 12 
months. Obviously the open-all-hours 
three storey school, with its 1500 pupils 
and multitude of sports pitches and car 
parks, is going to have a massive nega-
tive impact on the estate but unlike many 

similar protests this one is putting 
the school kids’ safety at the 
forefront.

Residents on Old Clough 
Lane, which leads 
directly onto the East 
Lancs, are horrified that 
planning permission is 
about to be sought to 
put the main en-
trance to the school 
on this ridiculously 
busy road.

“Only last night 
there was a cyclist 
knocked down and 
I was holding his 
head until the am-
bulance got here” 
says Ian Ham-
bridge “This was 
the eighth accident 
here in two years.  
We think someone 
will be seriously 
injured or killed.”

Across the road from 
where Ian lives the iron bol-
lards have all got huge dents in them 
where speeding cars have swerved 
off the winding road, and even on this 
Sunday morning traffic is unceasing as 
drivers use the `lane’ as a cut through to 
the A580.

“It’s not the school we’re objecting to, 
it’s the site” says Tony Carroll, whose  
young family have either been through 
or are going to Walkden High “There’s 
a huge field on the back of the existing 
school which is big enough to house 

WALKDEN FUMES
Salford’s Building School for the Future programme runs into 
more problems in south Walkden…the highest road pollution in 
Salford, accidents, congestion, a mobile phone mast, a wildlife 
corridor and loss of a green field site.  The community is up in 
arms…

“The assessment found 
that the southern area of  
the Playing Fields Site ad-

jacent to the busy A580 East 
Lancs Road is within a desig-
nated Air Quality Management 
Area (AQMA) for Nitrogen 
Dioxide and given the existing 
high levels of  traffic…the need 
for adequate ventilation is 
stressed to adequately miti-
gate the impact of  air pollution 
on end users.”
Extract from outline planning 
papers

“The whole thing is ridiculous 
and not feasible, and they 
said themselves that this was 

their least preferred site.  But 
they’re still planning to do it.”
Tony Carroll
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the re-build. They said they can’t build 
there because of disruption to the pupils, 
which is absolute nonsense. There’s 
also the old Wardley campus site which 
they said was `unsuitable’ 12 months 
ago but is now suddenly `suitable’ for the 
proposed St George’s merger. 

“They’re always harping on about the 
environment and green space and this is 
Green Space but as soon as they want 
to build on it they go deaf” he adds  “The 
whole thing is 
ridiculous and not 
feasible, and they 
said themselves 
that this was their 
least preferred 
site.  But they’re 
still planning to 
do it.”

The original outline plans for the new 
school attracted 47 objections to the 

loss of green space, 58 objections to 
the increase in traffic, 50 objec-

tions to potential 
noise pol-

lution, 53 objections to the proposed ac-
cess road, 43 objections to the disruption 
it will cause, and, tellingly, 40 objections 
to the lack of public consultation. Resi-
dents aren’t just horrified by the plans. 
They’re also horrified with the way they 
have been treated by Salford Council…

“We went to the outline 
planning meeting last 
year and asked the 
councillors to do a site 
visit but they voted 
against it” recalls Old 
Clough Lane resident, 
Derek Cross “I was 
disgusted with them. 
These are our elected representatives 
and they can’t be bothered to get off 
their backsides. If they did they would 
see how unsuitable this site is for a 
school.”

Rob Rigby argues that the 
lack of public consultation has 
become a major issue. 

“There just hasn’t been any 
consultation for the residents” 
he says “Parents of prospec-
tive pupils at feeder schools 

have had brochures and sheets of infor-
mation but they weren’t given to the resi-

dents who have to live with 
this for the rest of 
our lives.  After the 
planning meeting 

last year 

we were told we’d be kept in the loop. 
We haven’t been.  And the only contact 
we’ve had is when we’ve initiated it.”

Then, recently, a letter arrived saying 
that planning permission is being sought 
for the entrance on Old Clough Lane.  It 

added that there 
will be a `further 
consultation’ in 
the autumn’, al-
though “the final 
plans will be the 
responsibility of 
the private sector 
partner currently 
being selected”. 

Right at the beginning of the campaign, 
Rob tried to get advice and help from 
local MP, Barbara Keeley…

“She won’t speak to me, she won’t see 
me” he says “I wrote to her and she e-
mailed me saying it was a matter en-
tirely for local government, although she 
would be happy to write to the Council 
and underline our concerns. She said 
she would send us a copy of her letter. 
That was in February 2007. I’ve heard 
nothing since.” 

Walkden High is the City’s first 
new build school in Salford Coun-
cil’s Building Schools for the Future 
programme...“They have this thing that 
everything has to be grandiose” says 
Rob “It’s got to be a `beacon’ for Sal-
ford’s education.” 

These residents and the health of 
our children, it appears, 

are just in the 
way…

“It is the Government’s firm 
view that the planning sys-
tem is not the place for de-

termining health safeguards”
Extract from outline planning 
papers

“With Salford having one 
of  the highest incidents of  
childhood asthma and bron-

chitis this is the last place you’d 
think they would put a school, 
never mind two schools” 
Rob Rigby

“These are our elected 
representatives and 
they can’t be both-

ered to get off  their back-
sides”
Derek Cross
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BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIAL 
...er, what school?

Heard the one about the  
`non-faith’ Hope High School?

Yep, the time has come for the opening 
of the new Oasis Academy, Media City 
UK – or as it used to be called, Hope 
High…the non-faith school that’s been 
taken out of local authority/community 
control and handed over to an overtly 
Christian organisation to do as they wish 
(see issue 4 Salford Star). 

The new `non-faith’ Academy will 
be sponsored by Oasis Community 
Learning, and its founder, Rev Steve 
Chalke, was in Salford not too long 
ago, preaching on the Quays in Central 
Salford Church (now also part of the 
Oasis `family’). Listen to what he had 
to say about Oasis and the `non-faith’ 
school… 

“The good news of Jesus Christ is 
the good news that needs bringing to 
everyone, all of the time, in every area 
of their lives” said Rev Steve “It begins 
in Hope and soon…the school goes up 
here, we will end up with a church which 
is also a school…a school that is also 
a church…We believe that our faith is 
good news for everyone, we believe 
our task is to bring God’s dimension to 
Salford…”

You want more `non-faithy’ things?

“The good news of Jesus” Rev 
Steve added “is good news spiritually, 
emotionally…educationally, which 
is why we’re opening the school in 
September…”

Let us pray for Hope’s non-Jesus loving 
pupils in the new `non-faith’ school… 

Oh dear.  There’s a “situation” going 
down in Swinton, where the proposed 
merger of Swinton High School and 
Moorside High School onto one site 
has produced, in the Council’s own 
words, “the fact that there will be too 
many pupils at the closing schools 
for the new 1200 place school when 
it opens”. The “situation” is under 
review…

…And while they’re at it they might 
want to review the `situation’ that the 
site of the new school is right by the 
East Lancs Road, the busiest, most 
carbon monoxide infested highway in 
the city…

Despite the Swinton High and 
Moorside High school mess, the 
Walkden High fiasco, the St George’s 
and St Ambrose Barlow cock up of a 
closure/merger, the Oasis Academy 
with-no-playing-fields-non-faith-
school-run-by-Christians, etc etc the 
Council is insisting that its Building 
Schools for the Future programme 
“has continued to progress well”…

THE SWINTON `SITUATION’

Costing Community Schools
How great are the new PFI schemes 

which put the running of our schools 
into the hands of private companies?  
They are already talking about 
charging community groups to use 
the schools after hours, and the 
Council is currently negotiating a rate 
with PFI contractors `to cover costs’ 
at the new Buile and Harrop Fold 
High Schools. 

At the moment schools make a 
nominal charge for community use 
but when the PFI schools come on 
stream schools will get 300 free 
extra hours a year for things like 
plays, parents’ evenings and stuff, 
and anything over that will be costed 
out and charged. At the current PFI 
schools, Chatsworth and Oakwood, 
this is £125 a session, which the 
Council reckons is “a good deal”.  
At Buile and Harrop Fold the cost 
could be way more. It’s all about 
the “importance of the new schools 
being at the heart of the community”, 
according to the Council…

Following on from Salford Council 
charging schoolgirls from St George’s 
RC School almost £2,000 (£1918.35) to 
march in protest at the closure of their 
school at the end of February (see last 
issue of Salford Star), no-one paid the 
bill and the Council started to get heavy 
with the school.  A letter arrived from 
the City Treasurer threatening `County 
Court proceedings’ or `referral to a 
debt recovery agency whereby further 
charges of up to 33% could be levied’.

Governors still didn’t pay but rather 
than going through with the threats the 
City Treasurer in the end just deducted 
it from a payment due to the school. 
Hope the Council wasn’t just scared of 
yet more bad publicity…

…Meanwhile, the Council argued 
that the charges weren’t a political 
attempt to stop the march, just a fee 
to close the road.  But since the St 
George’s march there’s been lots of 
parades where Salford’s roads have 
been closed and no charge made to 
the organisers…Like, ironically, the St 
George’s Day Parade, the Whit Walks, 
and the Mayor’s Parade in Eccles…
all free.

“Whit walks have taken place for 
hundreds of years” said Councillor 
Derek Antrobus, lead member for 
Planning at Salford Council “and the 
council has always supported this 
tradition…”

So, the `tradition’ of peaceful protest 
and democracy, obviously aren’t 
worthy of Council support…

St George’s contd…Part 1

St George’s contd…Part 2
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BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIAL 
...er, what school?

Oh dear.  There’s a “situation” going 
down in Swinton, where the proposed 
merger of Swinton High School and 
Moorside High School onto one site 
has produced, in the Council’s own 
words, “the fact that there will be too 
many pupils at the closing schools 
for the new 1200 place school when 
it opens”. The “situation” is under 
review…

…And while they’re at it they might 
want to review the `situation’ that the 
site of the new school is right by the 
East Lancs Road, the busiest, most 
carbon monoxide infested highway in 
the city…

Despite the Swinton High and 
Moorside High school mess, the 
Walkden High fiasco, the St George’s 
and St Ambrose Barlow cock up of a 
closure/merger, the Oasis Academy 
with-no-playing-fields-non-faith-
school-run-by-Christians, etc etc the 
Council is insisting that its Building 
Schools for the Future programme 
“has continued to progress well”…

THE SWINTON `SITUATION’

Costing Community Schools
How great are the new PFI schemes 

which put the running of our schools 
into the hands of private companies?  
They are already talking about 
charging community groups to use 
the schools after hours, and the 
Council is currently negotiating a rate 
with PFI contractors `to cover costs’ 
at the new Buile and Harrop Fold 
High Schools. 

At the moment schools make a 
nominal charge for community use 
but when the PFI schools come on 
stream schools will get 300 free 
extra hours a year for things like 
plays, parents’ evenings and stuff, 
and anything over that will be costed 
out and charged. At the current PFI 
schools, Chatsworth and Oakwood, 
this is £125 a session, which the 
Council reckons is “a good deal”.  
At Buile and Harrop Fold the cost 
could be way more. It’s all about 
the “importance of the new schools 
being at the heart of the community”, 
according to the Council…

 
Going…knowing they’re going…
or gone. Salford  Council’s fab new 
proposal for `Every Child Matters’ is 
to bulldoze or merge a quarter of the 
primary schools in the city…based on 
figures that are “an art rather than a 
science”, according to the Council’s 
own Assistant Director of Resources, 
Mike Hall. And there’s some really 
weird art being created…surreal, 
cubist…definitely minimalist!

Incredibly, the report of the Lead 
Member for Children’s Services to 
a meeting (which was not open to 
the public) states that the “projected 
effect” of the proposals in the first 
five years would lead to “potential 
overcrowd” in Weaste, Seedley, 
Langworthy and Ordsall. Well it would 
do if you shut five schools in the area 
and replace them with two new ones. 
Derrr…

The proposals for closures, mergers 
and new build schools are based, 
we are told, on the need to reduce 
surplus places in our primaries…
except that the closure of North 
Grecian St and Charlestown is 
nothing to do with surplus places, 
as the School Adjudicator noted “the 
main driver for these proposals is 
not to do with responding to falling 
rolls but rather to make broader 
improvements to the quality of 
primary school provision in the area.”  
And how are they going to do this? 
Well, the Adjudicator writes that on 
the Council’s own projected figures, 
in the wider area there would be 
a “possible shortfall by 2013”. So 
they are going to improve primary 
education by creating a lack of school 
places…What a great idea! Are they 
all bonkers or what?

I suspect the Council number 
crunchers have been a little too 
zealous with their axes. The Lead 
Member’s report states that the 
figures ignore the possible impact of 
new housing developments (what, 
are the 20 zillion new yuppie flats 
and houses all going to be stacked 
with gays and sad singles?) and 
dismiss the projected rise in the 
city’s birth rate. The Council should 
try reading its own Joint Strategic 
Needs Assessment 2008-13, which 
states in no uncertain terms “the high 
frequency of women of childbearing 
age may necessitate a specific 
prospective planning exercise to 
determine capacity requirements, for 
example, in education”.

The result of all the closures would 
leave the city’s kids hardly any 
room to manoeuvre with a mere 4% 
surplus places across the city, which, 
according to the report, is “lower than 
we should be aiming for”. Like, 50% 
lower. But, never mind because it will 
save the Council loads of money, or 
as the report puts it…”Nevertheless, 
the ability to generate additional 
local revenue by generating greater 
efficiencies through a well managed 
reduction in surplus places is a real 
possibility and a goal which we must 
strive for”.

Unsurprisingly, private consultants 
from Capita Symonds (pre-tax profits 
to end June this year £120million) 
and Capita Children’s Services were 
involved in all this.  And, even more 
unsurprisingly, the Council didn’t want 
anyone to know right now.  The report 
states that the closures that have 
already been announced are “unlikely 
to stir up any more controversy…
However, further thought needs to be 
given as to how and when to begin 
discussions with schools earmarked 
for investment or closure, later in the 
programme.”

The sad thing is that all this is 
being done in the name of “lifting the 
poorest families out of poverty” and 
“ensuring that the most vulnerable 
individuals and groups are catered 
for”. Now call me old fashioned but 
won’t smaller class sizes help with all 
this?  Rather than sticking a million 
kids in one class in a nice shiny new 
building?  We’ve seen it all go wrong 
with Salford’s secondary `Bulldozing 
Schools for the Future’ programme, 
now get ready for part two…

21 Salford Primary Schools To Be Shut?

Already announced
close St Joseph’s RC Little Hulton, Our 
Lady and the Lancashire Martyrs RC and St 
Edmund’s RC Primary schools and replace 
with one school on the St Edmund’s site (that’ll 
be the one that is too small to fit everyone in).
close Seedley, Langworthy and Tootal Drive 
Community primary schools and replace with 
one new school on the Glendinning Street site. 
close North Grecian Street and Charlestown 
Community schools and replace with one new 
school on the Wheatersfield site. 
close St James’ RC and All Soul’s RC 
primary schools and replace with one new 
school on the Langworthy Road site

Over the next five years
close Christchurch and Lewis Street Primary 
Schools and replace with one new school 
close Peel Hall and Hilton Lane Primary 

Schools and replace with one new school 
close St Sebastian’s RC and merge with 
St Boniface RC

After year six
`rationalise’ Godfrey Ermen and St 
Andrews 
merge North Walkden and St Paul’s CE 
Heathside 
merge Fiddlers Lane and Moorfield
close St Joseph’s

Those Potty Primary Proposals In Full…

Photo By Paul Watson
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No-one from Salford Council’s 
Education Department would 
want to be in this room at 
St George’s School at this 
minute.  Eight pupils from the 
JustKids4Georges campaign 

have just learned that the Council are 
already figuring 85 houses to be built on 
top of their school…when its fate has not 
even been decided yet.  

 “It’s outrageous…It’s wrong…It’s just so 
arrogant”, fumes Daniel Sampson from 
Year 9…

“How can 
they decide 
to build on 
something 
when it’s not 
even been 
closed or demolished yet?” asks Joe 
Nixon from Year 8.

And Sarah McManamon from Year 10 
seethes,“I think they’ve been really sly 
and tried to keep the plan hidden from 
everyone but they’re stupid because 
we’ve found out…” 

Salford Council has just published its 
snappily titled Strategic Housing Land 
Availability Assessment Report, which 
identifies all the land in the city “suitable 
for housing development”.  St George’s 
is shown on a map as one of only two 
sites in Walkden South without current 
planning permission that’s “available” to 
build houses upon. The report states that 
there are “No known constraints in terms 
of market, cost or delivery factors” and 
that the main constraint would be “site 
assembly” (getting it ready for developers 

to build on) but “this 
could be overcome 
relatively easily”.  
Between 2011 and 2012 
the Council expects 85 
houses to be in place on 
the site of St George’s.

One of the objectives of the Report is 
also to “identify any factors that might 
make sites unsuitable…unavailable…or 
unachievable”.  The ongoing consultation 
about the school’s closure with the 
community is not even mentioned.  St 

Despite the ongoing campaign to save St George’s RC High School in Little 
Hulton, and despite Salford Council saying that it is `listening to people’ and 

`trying to find an agreement’, we can reveal that the school has been identified 
as a site that could have 85 houses built on it within three years…

“There’s no words to describe 
this…they’re making these 

plans but it’s such a successful 
school” Hannah Williams, Year 7

85 Houses To Be Built On St George’s School Within Three Years?

George’s is classed as a “specific 
deliverable site”.

“On the form it says that there aren’t any 
issues – so don’t they class 600 school 
children as an issue?” asks Jasmine 
Reeves from Year 10, adding “They just 
shouldn’t be doing this…which they won’t 
because we’ll stop them…”

As part of its ongoing Strategic Housing 
Land Availability Assessment, developers 
have been invited by Salford Council to 
identify possible sites for housing. The 
JustKids4Georges pupils decided to fill in 
the official forms for their school site and 
send them in to the Town Hall. They await 
a reply.

ST GEORGE’S RC HIGH SCHOOL SITE ASSESSMENT

Contamination/Pollution Issues: The Council
Protected Species: 600 Children 
Hazardous Risks: Mr Harte, Headmaster
Ownership Issues: The Community
Access Difficulties: Kids Will Block The Road
When do you think construction could 
realistically begin on site? NEVER!!!
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85 Houses To Be Built On St George’s School Within Three Years?

“It’s wrong that they should do this before 
the school is even closed – not that it is ever 

going to close!” Aaron Cunliffe, Year 7

“It’s completely stupid – they’ve gone 

behind everyone’s back and put out 

these proposals without even informing 

us” Tim Griffiths, Year 8

“It’s pointless – what are they going to 
achieve by closing a successful school 

that doesn’t need closing, to build houses 
on it?” Tom Pearson, Year 10
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TWO YEARS OF THE SALFORD STAR
written and produced by Salfordians for Salfordians - with attitude and love xxx

VICTORY ON SPIKE ISLAND!
“Your houses will not be demolished…”
John Merry, Leader Salford City Council

Residents on Spike Island have finally won 
their long battle with Countryside Properties 
and the Council to save their homes. The 
gruesome twosome surrendered in June fol-
lowing the submission of yet another petition 
with over 350 residents’ names on it saying 
they wanted to stay in their current houses. 
Council Leader John Merry has now put it in 
black and white and signed it...”Your houses 
will not be demolished”.

In issue1 we revealed how Riverside Island 
Tenants Association (RITA) was prepared 
to “get the placards out and fight” plans by 
Countryside Properties to bulldoze hun-
dreds of homes on Spike Island in Lower 
Broughton. Residents had seen a master-
plan for the area showing duck ponds and 
trees where their houses had stood and 
called a public meeting attended by over 400 
people – all 
determined to 
stand up to the 
Council and the 
developers.

Last year, the 
estate was 
included in 
Countryside’s plans as a Proposed Devel-
opment Area, recognising the value of the 
prime land riverside site, less than a mile 
outside Manchester city centre. But now 

one of the country’s biggest developers has 
backed down, hopefully for good.
“This proves that if the community sticks 
together they can achieve anything and I 
would encourage everyone to do it” says 

Spike Island resident, James White.

“John Merry said that if we got the majority 
vote the houses wouldn’t come down, so we 

went around the 
estate and proved 
that the majority 
wanted to stay” 
he adds “Fair 
do’s to him, he’s 
listened, and this 
is a huge victory 
for the community. 
We couldn’t have 

done it without the help of other community 
activists like Ken McKelvey, James Jennings 
and the coverage in the Salford Star.”   

“All those players 
actually built the 

car park...”
John Aston.

Issue 1
“All we’ve got is the park and these fun 
days” says Mary “But this has been done 
by Graham Cooper from the community 
– without him and his helpers there’d be 
nothing here.”

And in three years time? “We’ll still 
be here” she says “I can’t see it any 
differently…”

THE SALFORD CAR PARK 
THAT GEORGE BEST BUILT

“Lads who were to become very 
famous and who were playing in 
the youth or 2nd team at the time - 
including George Best, David Sadler 
and Jimmy Rimmer – actually built the 
car park at The Cliff.  

“After training we came back in the 
afternoon and pulled down an old 
derelict house that was in the grounds 
to use for hardcore, we mixed the 
concrete, shovelled it and levelled it off 
– and all those players actually built the 
car park…”

Ex Man Utd superstar John Aston in 
issue 2 

The Salford Star first hit the streets 
in May 2006. We said the magazine 
would give the community a 
voice… make public bodies a bit 
more accountable… showcase 
what’s ace in the City… inform, 
campaign and entertain… We 
promised that this would be a 
magazine that’s different… 

COVER STARS STILL 

Colin `Tiny’ Brown and his wife Mary 
were the first cover stars of the 

magazine. They told us in issue 1 that 
they’d been in their current home on 
the Whit Lane estate in Charlestown for 
exactly four days when they discovered it 
was to be demolished. 

“Where are 
we going to 
go?” said 
Mary “All 
this has 
made me ill 
because I’ve 
got to lose 
my home.”  
Last year, 
in our first 
birthday 
issue, she 
told us 
that they’d 
put the 
demolitions 

back again, and didn’t know what was 
going to happen to the couple. We catch 
up with them at Party in the Park this 
summer and it’s the same story…

“They’ve 
told us it’s 
going to be 
about 2011” 
says Tiny 
“but is the 
place coming 
down or is 
it just pie in 
the sky? We 
don’t know. 
It’s worrying 
for everyone 

having this over their heads. People are 
still living in fear of when are they going to 
move and where they are going to move 
to. They are starting to improve the estate 
but the improvements are just cosmetic…
and it might all be pulled down anyway. 
The NDC has been here for eight years 
now and you’re seeing different people all 
the time just passing the blame on…”
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URBAN TRASH

In issue 2 we focussed on the upside 
down terraced houses being developed 

by Urban Splash near Chimney Pot Park. 
We exposed the original £15million+ of 
public money that subsidised the de-
velopment for a return of no affordable 
houses for local people. Since then there 
have been houses put aside for first time 
buyers, subsidised by more £millions 
of public money. There are still lots of 
houses up for sale on the development.

Ring-a-ding-ding regime 
change

A long way overdue
Now the dogs are gone it’s pale 
and strange
With a whole new kinda view

It’s better than paradise 
If you don’t look too hard…

…A garden of Eden in every 
yard
A phone box cleared of 
hookers’ cards
…On Beezley Boulevard”

John Cooper Clarke tarts up 
Beezley Street in issue 2

SALFORD 
FILM 
FESTIVAL

In issue 3 we 
highlighted 
the hypocrisy 
of Salford 
becoming Media 
City, while the 
Council refused 
to back the 
Salford Film 
Festival – even 
Sir Ben Kingsley 
got on board our 
campaign urging 
the Council to 
re-think. Within 
weeks it had 
done a u-turn 
and gave the 
Fest £20,000 to 
get it back on 
last year.  

Unfortunately, 
we believe that 
now it’s all gone a bit corporate so the 
Salford Star is hoping to do a `fringe’ film 
event in November this year. If      you’ve 
got a film or mobile phone film that you 
think the official festival wouldn’t show in a 
million years let us know and we’ll try and 
put it on…info@salfordstar.com  07957 
982960 Issue 3

Christopher Eccleston’s self 
portrait, taken on his mobile 
phone, from issue 1

LOWRY 
LIBERATED!

In issue 3 we 
revealed how 
the Lowry 
expose from 
our first issue 
had led to the 
community 
demanding free 
use of the place. 
The art palace 
subsequently 
dropped the 
£5000 hire 
charge for a 
community 
film premiere.  
And we urged 
all community 
groups in 
Salford not to 
pay extortionate 
rates for future 
use… 
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BECAUSE WE ARE ALL SALFORD STARS

THE GREAT AFFORDABLE 
HOMES SCANDAL

In issue 4 we 
revealed that 

although Salford 
Council had a 
policy that at least 
20% of all new 
developments should 
include affordable 
houses, in reality 
this figure was a 
mere 2%. In April this 
year Salford Council 
finally tightened up 
the regulations, just 

as the credit crunch was hitting homes - it has now attempted 
to shut the stable door after the gift horse has bolted.

Issue 4

Issue 5

“
You don’t get many who do what the Salford Star 
is doing because normally `little people’ are left 
to get walked on…” 

New Order’s Peter Hook in issue 4

HIYA BROUGHTON!

In issue 4 we 
featured the Audit 
Commission 

report slating 
Salford Council over 
its `regeneration’ 
of Higher 
Broughton…500+ 
homes demolished, 
only 19 `affordable’ 
new houses built.  
It’s exactly three 
years since Guy 
Griffiths and his 
brother Jimmy 
became the first 
people in the country 
to be forcibly evicted 
from their homes 
as a result of the 
`Pathfinder’ project.  
Here Guy brings 
us up to date on 
the latest Higher 
Broughton high jinx…

“On September 5th 2005 I was evicted from my home on 
Hampshire Street because I was holding up the regeneration 
of the area. It was urgent to get me out so they could seed the 
replacement playing field to get it ready for September 2006.  To 

date, not a ball has been kicked on that field and the 
changing rooms have not been built. “Further down, 
on Newbury Place, there are only two businesses left 
on an otherwise derelict block. Work on the `com-
munity hub’ hasn’t started, nor on the former Hanover 
Court site.  The Broughton Green houses are only 
60% sold. They’ve now got rid of the families in some 
of the `Top Streets’ and have started demolition. But, 
for what it’s worth, I think the area will be `temporary 

landscaped’ ie a croft with a knee rail around it for the next 
seven to ten years…”
 

Guy Griffiths, one of  the first 
people in the country to be 
forcibly evicted from their 
homes as a result of  the 
`Pathfinder’ project. 

“Salford City 
Council wouldn’t 

give anyone flats 
or houses…they 
spent all their 
budget on cocaine, 
I’m sure, or bribing 
gangsters…”

Shaun Ryder 
remembers Little 
Hulton in issue 5 
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“Lowry was a patient of  
my father’s for a short 

time, and I wonder if  the 
painting of  the waiting 
room he did was, in fact, 
my dad’s waiting room…”

Sir Ben Kingsley remem-
bers Salford in issue 6

“That’s all you need isn’t it?  Some-
one to believe in you a little bit…”

Stephen Lord on being a Salford lad 
in issue 6

RAPAR REWARD

In issue 5, Dr Rhetta Moran, founder of 
human rights organisation, RAPAR, wrote 
a passionate piece about how Salford 
Council tried to destroy the organisa-
tion and her personally. On reading of 
her plight in the Salford Star, Ali Short, 
account manager of Smith and Smith PR 
is now helping Rhetta and RAPAR as her 

pro bono client.  
Meanwhile, the 
run ins between 
the Council and 
RAPAR continue, 
with the Council’s 
`Director of 
Change’ arguing 
that RAPAR 
`does not 
connect with any 
organisation in 
Salford in the 
capacity of a 
forum/network’ 

and RAPAR explaining that his view is 
`extraordinary’ and `misguided…given 
that we continue to engage with the 
needs of groups and individuals from 
Salford on a daily basis’…

RIP OFF

In issue 5 we covered in huge depth 
how Salford City Council had re-written 
its constitution and then ripped up the 
Salford Star’s application for funding from 
the Community Committees. The story 
was covered nationally.

Now, we’re pleased to report that East 
Salford Community Committee has voted 
to consider a new application from us – 
so hold onto yer hats Salford Council, 
we’re coming back - this time, hopefully, 
you’ll let the community at least see our 
application…

are supposed 
to offer what 
is the market 
value of the 
property”.  We 
are pleased 
to report 
that since 
the feature 
appeared the 
residents have 
been offered 
over £35,000 more for their houses.

Issue 6

Issue 7

“Moon of steel in the cloudy sky
 Silver skin on the roof of mills
Stars are sparks from the chimney stacks
Dirty old town…Dirty old town”
We exclusively revealed the lost 4th 
verse of Ewan MacColl’s classic Dirty Old 
Town in issue 6

PC PLUM SIGNS UP

At the BBC’s Springwatch event last year, 
Balamory’s PC Plum signed our petition 
against Peel Holdings using hawks and 
falcons on the then untouched Media 
City site to scare off rare and protected 
species of birdies…Latest birdie surveys 
for this year show the rare species have 
all gone. The BBC Blue Peter Garden is 
going to be well empty of wildlife when it 
arrives…

URBAN CASH 

Last issue (7) we took Council Leader 
John Merry to task over the prices 
residents in Seedley South were being 
offered for their houses – around £52,500 
when almost the same house across the 
road was fetching £90,000+…Mr Merry 
replied:”If that’s the case and people 
aren’t getting the proper price I’d be 
extremely concerned because by law we 

THE PATHFINDER TROUGH

In issue 6 we revealed how the local 
Pathfinder Board which dishes out all the 
housing regeneration money (£221million 
and counting) was absolutely stuffed with 
vested interests – Countryside Properties 
were on there, along with investors’ 
agents, buy-to-let mortgage floggers and 
business interests.
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Our exclusive revela-
tions in the last issue 
(7) about Peel Hold-
ings inviting opposition 
political parties to come 
“dance with the devil” 
has led to all sorts of 
stuff…

All we did was print com-
ments from a meeting be-
tween Peel Holdings and 
some opposition parties 
before the last local elec-
tion. Peel’s men, who are 
anti congestion charge, 
were talking about trash-
ing Irlam councillor, Roger 
Jones, who was chair-
man of the pro congestion 

charge Greater Manchester Passenger Transport Authority. 
Once the feature came out all hell let loose.

 Picking up on our fea-
ture, Radio 4’s You and 
Yours did a programme 
with actors speaking Peel 
Holdings’ words that were 
printed in the Star…tv 
and papers picked up on 
the article too, the Labour 
Party re-printed it on their 
election leaflets, letters 
were flying between Sal-
ford Council and the Elec-
toral Commission, there 
was allegation and counter 
allegation, and then, finally 

the police were brought in to investigate. It’s been real!

For us, the best bit was when Andrew Simpson, Chairman of 
Peel Holdings and Greater Manchester Momentum Group, 

wrote to Salford Coun-
cil Leader, John Merry 
saying “The perception 
that we have engaged in 
some kind of campaign 
against Cllr Jones is in-
correct. Neither GMMG 
nor Peel has ever, to my 
knowledge made a per-
sonal comment regard-
ing Cllr Jones etc etc…”  

Obviously he doesn’t 
read the Salford Star 
or he would have seen 
Peel Holding’s Property 
Director, Mike Butter-
worth, raving…”Roger 
Jones is bricking it…
he’s rattled…It’s almost 
inconceivable that with 
a bit of the right kind 
of publicity he can’t be 
turfed out…”

When Radio 4 got 
Simpson on air and 
confronted him with But-
terworth’s comments it 
was a different story…”I 
think it’s fair to say that 
Mike Butterworth has 
given some unfortunate 
comments…I don’t con-
done it in any way…”

And now the Police are 
looking to see if Peel Holdings have broken any election laws 
and the case is with the Crown Prosecution Service.  We don’t 
think they’ll get done but it has been a bit of a wake up for Peel 
Holdings.  They don’t own this city. Yet.

TWO YEARS OF THE SALFORD STAR

POLICE INVESTIGATE PEEL HOLDINGS

VINNY 

In issue 7 we brought to light the 
tear jerking plight of Vinny North, 
who was left to literally rot in his 
council flat following a flood from the 
property above. Vinny phoned us 
recently to say that, far from get-
ting any sympathy or practical help 
from Salix Homes or any other of 
the City’s authorities, it was noted 
that he wasn’t living in the dump any 
more and he had his housing ben-
efits stopped. Nice eh?  But we’re 
pleased to report that Vinny has now 
found somewhere else to live and is 
really happy.

“The planners have butchered us 
with roads, cut us like a carcass”

Mike Sweeney on Salford in issue 7
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Salford Star Wins First 
Major Award!
At the end of April the Salford Star won its first major creative industries 
recognition in front of an audience of over 500 people at the How Do Awards 
at Old Trafford...
 Magazine of the Year...
 
We were up against Cheshire Life, Insider, and a host of other top NW mags 
in the category...Thrilled doesn’t come into it!
 
Cheers and major thanks to everyone who has helped us...this is for you...

The response was overwhelming – everyone from Sir Ben Kingsley to Steve 
from Langworthy.  Here’s just a few of the e-mails we received, sorry we can’t 
fit them all in…

Well Done     hope it’s the first of many 
Deb – RITA (Riverside Island Tenants Association)

Brilliant news. Congratulations. Michael (WCML)

Congratulations from everyone @ Silky

Congratulations! Well deserved for all the hard work 
that’s been put into the magazine over the last couple of 
years! I’m really pleased for you! Cheers, John Herring

A well deserved victory! Well done 
and keep up the good work.

Suzuki Method
Bloody Brilliant! Well done!!! Ian Tilton

Go Salford Star !!!!!!
Many Congratulations to you all – You 
deserve it – Keep going Guys, Jo Lias-

Taylor, Victim Support Salford

Congratulations! My trustees will be 
delighted on your behalf. 

Kerry McQuade Scurrah Wainwright Charity/
Andrew Wainwright Social Reform Trust

Congratulations Guys!  Best wishes, 
Brian, Salfordonline.com

Absolutely brilliant - you really are stars!!!
heartiest congratulations – Rhetta Moran

Well done Steve, was John Merry 
at the awards? Trevor 

Congratulations ... I was sat in the audience and we 
were delighted when you won - fully deserved. Chris

Really proud off you and all that hard work has paid
off thus far....but you know it won’t stop here!!!
Big pat on the back from me......Simon Powell

Congratulations and great news ...at last something for 
Salfordians to be proud of...lets hope more financing 
will come your way so you can grow into a real voice 

for all of us .Thanx and very well done ...Steve

Congrats - It’s a great mag and you 
deserve it ;-) Chris Brophy

Well done, you do deserve it, maybe it won’t feel so 
much like a flea kicking an elephant now! Hooky

Fantastic News !!!!! Well done for all your efforts 
you (and the people of Salford of course!) 

deserve it! Can’t wait for the next one! Steve 
Yo! That’s awesome news...

Well done – much deserved recognition 
for a true labour of love! 

Steve, Salford City Radio

Kick ass. Well done. I raise a glass of cheap 
sparkling wine in your honour. Steve Balshaw

Well done....!!!!!! Barbara Wilson, 
Co-operative Foundation

WELL DONE!!!!! congratulations. glad you are 
getting the credit you deserve! Jack, Excess Press 

Superb; congratulations.  I’m sure I won’t be the first, nor 
last, to say it is very well deserved. Flippin Ek, Well done 

to all at Salford Star! And you’re getting a desk at the 
Cornerstone as well, how good can life get! Cheers, JP

Well done, that’s a fab achievement, go SS! Marie

Well done on the award Lisa Ashurst 
Head of Communications
Urban Splash Group Ltd

CONGRATULATIONS! HOW DESERVED IS THIS?
WELL DONE FROM ALL AT ST GEORGE’S

Greetings and congratulations to you and all the 
staff on your award, I am sure no one deserves 
it more than you, and against  Cheshire Life…
Wow, can’t get better than that, can it????. I 
am very pleased for everyone.. Regards 

Paul Starr.

Congratulations... sure this is richly deserved, and 
hopefully just the first of many more to come. We 
are all obviously just as thrilled and delighted as 

you. Rest assured, we will do everything possible 
here, to try and ensure you win the award again 

next year!  Sincere and kindest regards,
RICHARD C.W. BATCHELOR

Caric Press Ltd ...
 

Great to hear you’re making good progress, Congrats 
on the award – I’m sure many more will follow.

Regards, Zulf, UnLtd

Congratulations on a much deserved award!
Keep fighting the good fight  Shane

FANTASTIC NEWS!! ABSOLUTELY 
BRILLIANT jonathan white

WELL DONE YOU! Hope all is going well 
over there. Glad to hear you’re lining up 

the awards! We all love it. Helen

Excellent news!  This mag is on a par 
with Private Eye, but better! Cath

Congratulations and about time too! It’s really great 
news. Speak to you soon...all love Jamie (Reid)

Well Done Salford Star!!
Best wishes and congratulations,

SBK (Sir Ben Kingsley)

Brilliant news, see it pays off, hope 
you’ve had a few drinks to celebrate the 

success, I’m really chuffed for you. 
Well done !!!! 

Another top banana issue by the way 
Scott and all the Angels

I have just read about your award, congratulations. 
I knew it was the best magazine, glad 

everyone else thinks the same Fay Wall

Hi 
Congratulations! It must make you feel very proud to 
at last receive recognition Well done.Pam Barber.

ACE news!!! It’s great to know that the underdog can 
still get recognition and challenge the big fat cats.. Some 

great writing goes in to the STAR as well as a punk 
attitude that is missing from all your peers’ publications. 

And it’s an honest mag. Nice one Jason Jealous

Brilliant news, Think I might cancel my 
subscription to Cheshire Life. Dave Clare

Excellent news about the award. Congratulations also
on the latest edition of the mag, excellent research.

Good luck.Lawrence

Hi Stephen and team…I read about your award on 
Ceefax yesterday!  Am really pleased for you, one 
in the eye for Salford Council eh?  Congratulations 
on your success, long may it continue, hopefully 
this will see some funding/sponsorship become 

available from somewhere now.  Well done, 
keep up the good work. Best wishes Bernie.
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“       I’d rather live in a cardboard box 
than live here…and I’m being 

serious” says Christine Gilbrook, who 
is `celebrating’ one year of moving to 
Supurbia.

“It’s the sorriest mistake of my life” 
says Karen 
Killkelly, who 
has a letter 
from Paul 
Mullane, 
Regeneration 
Manager 
for Contour, 
expressing 
how he was 
“concerned 
to read your 
comments 
that you feel 
this situation 
has affected 
your health, 
in that you 
are feeling 
depressed, 
suicidal and 
trapped.”

The early 
evening sun 
is shining 
and the 
kids are having fun on the slide and 
bouncy castle, and splashing about in 
the paddling pool that Christine has put 
out for them in the communal gardens. 
A week ago this sort of activity was 
banned from the `New Broughton’ estate, 
despite utterances from the Council 

about retaining the area’s `strong sense 
of community’. Then the residents took 
matters into their own hands.

“I went to the office kicking off and told 
them straight that I was making a fun day 
for the kids” Christine recalls “They said 

the kids aren’t 
allowed to play 
out. And I said 
`The kids are 
playing out’. 
They backed 
down.”

The very fact 
that these 
Salford people 
have had to 
fight to let their 
kids out to 
play speaks 
volumes for the 
atmosphere 
in New 
Broughton. 
They never 
asked to be 
here in the 
first place. 
Their homes 
in Earl Street, 
Lord Street 
and Ascension 

Road in Lower Broughton were 
demolished to make way for Countryside 
Properties’ £500million 15 year scheme 
to build 3500 homes. 

It was supposed to be a flagship 
`community led’ regeneration project. But 

this community feel that they are the ones 
that have been led into some sort of hell, 
with stringent new tenancy agreements 
(which don’t apply to the private tenants 
and buyers across the boulevard) and 
housing that is way inferior to the homes 
they had to leave.

Standing in Christine’s cramped kitchen 
in her three bedroom house on the 
`Phoenix’, people have come from all 
over the estate to tell of their experiences 
since moving here. Kirsty Killkelly tells us 
that her mum’s house shakes and has 
so many cracks “it looks like it’s about to 
fall down”. She takes us over there and 
we get a guided tour of the huge cracks, 
crumbling plaster, shaking walls and 
holes in the roof.  

“The house rattles and moves, the walls 
are wafer thin and if the neighbours 
shut their door hard the clock falls off 
my wall” says Karen “And I won’t go 
upstairs when the weather’s bad because 
it’s too frightening…all you hear is this 
`clang, clang, clang’. Many a time I’ve 
had to come downstairs and sleep on the 
couch…and in the morning I’ve run round 
to the office in tears but they all just look 
at me as if I’m imagining it.”

She shows us a letter from an 
independent chartered surveyor which 
gives a long list of the house’s defects…
”movement evident at wall board joints…
flashing defective…daylight showing in at 
least three points (in the roof)…infill strips 
over first floor windows have fallen off…
wall bowing over French doors…plaster 
cracking…Some of the items noted are 
clearly in excess of that expected for 
normal shrinkage”…The letter ends with 
a suggestion that an opinion is sought 
from a structural engineer.

“I’ve had three people round to see 

IN SUPURBIA
Promoted as `Supurbia’, Countryside Properties’ website 
boasts that in New Broughton “everything you could wish for 
will be there”.  The `New Broughton’ residents we spoke to 
just wished they had never moved there in the first place…

Ascencion Road gets demolished
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the holes in the roof” says Karen “The first said it was 
`ventilation’, the second one agreed that it needed re-lining 
and re-slating, and the third said it was because it’s a two 
bedroom house and all the two bedroom houses have holes 
in the roof – he couldn’t get out quick enough. The houses 
are terrible, cardboard boxes, and I don’t feel secure at all.”

It’s a very different experience from when she lived in her 
now demolished home on Ascension Road “where the 
drive was bigger than this entire house” and there was a 
proper community…

“There is no community here” Karen argues “Over there we 
knew everyone, and used to keep an eye on the kids 
but now there are strangers here. One was even 
caught taking photos of the children.  There’s a lot 
of students who don’t want to know and private 
buyers who don’t speak to us…you just get looked 
at like you’re rubbish.  There is no community at 
all.”

We head back to Christine’s where she’s doing 
her best to re-kindle some sort of spirit with the 
fun day.  

“This house will never make up for what I’ve left…
never, ever, ever” she says, to the agreement 
of everyone standing around “We got £4000 
compensation, free removal, a free shed and 
washing line – and all that is supposed to make up 
for all our memories and all the atmosphere we’ve 
left to move to this estate, which isn’t an estate it’s a 
shambles.

“The houses are falling down, you can’t get repairs done, 
it’s pathetic” she adds “Since I’ve moved in here I’ve 
had my roof falling down, my garden’s not been sorted, 
I fixed the gate myself I was so sick of complaining, the 
window at the front of the house has still got cardboard 
hanging above it and my upstairs doors don’t shut, even 
though they did when I first moved in, which suggests to 
me that the house is lob sided.  It’s not even a house, it’s 
cardboard.

“It’s never going to be the same as where we have come 
from” she asserts “not for me and not for anybody around 
here…they have downgraded us and treated us like lab 

rats…we’re being picked on, bullied, threatened 
and we’re not having it…I’m speaking on behalf 
of all residents on the New Broughton estate. 
They can’t throw me out for being honest.”

Everyone stood around in 
Christine’s kitchen almost bursts 
into applause.

“I told them from day one that if 
they didn’t want us here they 
shouldn’t have taken our 
homes” she says “We were 

happy where we 
were”.  

We asked 
for someone 
from 
Countryside 
Properties 
to respond but 
the company 
declined.

Now you see them... Now you don’t
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Here local resident, Mike Skeff-
ington, gets the vibe from the 
furious community who have 

ridden on the 
NDC roller-
coaster of 
stress for so 
long… 

The latest 
carefully 
considered 
strategy of Sal-
ford Council 
and the NDC 
(Now Definite-
ly Clueless) 
has just been 
announced for 
the Lower Ker-
sal regenera-
tion area and 
guess what? 
Our houses 
aren’t coming 
down: as if we 
didn’t see that 
one coming…

The latest 
cruel twist to 
this ludicrous 
saga was 
perpetrated 
at a hastily ar-
ranged meet-
ing, cunningly disguised as an update, 
at the Lower Kersal Community Centre 

in July. In a typical nonchalant manner 
indicative of Salford Council, John Merry 
announced that because of the slump 

in the housing market the 
decision to demolish prop-
erties on the Lower Kersal 
estate has been reversed and 
redevelopment will not take 
place. Falling about half a 
light year short of an apology 
the Council leader said it was 
“regrettable”. 

This latest kick in 
the teeth for the 
long suffering 
residents who 
have been af-
fected by this pantomime has 
come as a shock to some, but 
not to others. Sue Redshaw 
lives on Rushley Avenue had 
this to say about the whole 
sorry affair: “I like it here, it’s 
quiet. We were always going 
to stay anyway, that was obvi-
ous. I just feel sorry for the 
older people”.

Other residents have been 
left devastated. 

“When I went to the meeting 
I was expecting to see a mas-
ter plan, but when I saw John 
Merry and the rest I knew it 

was bad news” says Ann Birtwistle, also 
from Rushley Avenue “He said they were 

not building any more because of the 
housing market
“I’m absolutely disgusted” she adds 
“I’ve had four and a half years of going 
to meetings. I’ve been on buses, I’ve 
been with architects to see how these 
things work. I’ve had a letter of invita-
tion to Kersal Heights (Unity Quar-
ter) and fell in love with the houses. 
I’d geared myself up for moving and 
bought bits like a new kettle and things. 
I’ve not done any decorating for over 
four years and have had no repairs done 
by the Council, despite paying the same 
rent. It’s really knocked the heart out 
of everyone because they were never 

upfront about 
all this. I’d like 
to know where 
all the money’s 
gone.”

Ann’s neigh-
bours, Les and 

Louisa Parr, are in a similar position.
 
“They’ve had ample time to contact 
people and say, `very sorry’ and just lay 
their cards on the table” says 82 year 
old Les.

“If you phoned to speak to anyone at 
the NDC they’ve not been available, and 
they just say they don’t know anything 
anyway” adds Louisa “When they even-
tually told us they said it was partly be-
cause of the flooding, but they’ve known 
it’s flooded here for donkeys’ years.”

I spoke to many more residents who 
have been affected by this fiasco and 
the general feeling is one of utter be-
trayal.  They believe they have been fed 
misleading information through update 
letters and face to face meetings by 

NOW DEFINITELY CLUELESS

We put some questions to the NDC and Salford Council about the Ker-
sal Riverside u-turn.  Here’s extracts from a reply by John Merry (Sal-
ford Council Leader) and Tim Field (Chief Exec NDC)…
*Why did you not tell the community of the 
decision earlier?
  “No decision was made by the NDC board 
until June 30th. The decision was based on two 
factors – the cost of the development (including 
mitigation required for new-build property in 
areas of a potential flood risk) and the housing 
market.”

*Does the NDC and Council understand the 
worry that has been caused to residents…who 
have lived through the threat of demolition for 
years? 
“We have apologised in person and in writing 
to residents who are affected.”

*Is the NDC/Council going to offer any com-
pensation to householders for the stress that 
has been caused?
“Our focus has always been on improving the 

quality of housing for our residents and this 
is still the case.  We will be talking to them in 
more detail about what it will mean for them to 
have investment in their current home and in 
their community.”

*Does the Council/NDC agree that people on 
the Lower Kersal estate have been misled?
“No…We have kept residents updated through-
out and informed them of the latest changes as 
soon as we were able.”

*Does the Council/NDC agree that the £53mil-
lion regeneration project in Lower Kersal/
Charlestown is now a complete mess?
“Not at all…Changing our approach to housing 
improvements here has been a set back but the 
Development Framework is still on course to 
deliver transformational change to the physi-
cal fabric of the area.”

For four and a half years people in Lower Kersal 
have been told that their homes are being demol-
ished. Now, New Deal for Communities has in-
formed them that the plans are not going ahead.  

…there’ll be a long queue to 
hold the baskets when the 
heads start to roll, which they 
surely must.

“I’m absolutely disgusted…
I’ve had four and a half years 
of going to meetings…I’d 
geared myself up for moving…
I’ve not done any decorating 
for over four years…”
Ann Birtwistle, former NDC 
brochure cover star

* Kersal Heights (now called Unity Quarter) – 
development of 230 flats/houses inc 28 `afford-
able’ homes (see Salford Star issue 3). Some 
houses complete and on sale. One partially 
complete house collapsed on former school 
playing field. Miller Homes refuse to disclose 
reason...”The contents of the engineer’s report 
is confidential for now and will most probably 
remain so”. 

 *Kersal Riverside – original plans to demol-
ish 64 properties and replace with c400 apart-
ments. Plan switched to build 250-300 houses.  
Plans now dropped completely.
* Charlestown Riverside – planning application 
due`Summer 2008’. Not appeared.

Opus (Miller Homes and Inspired Developments) were proposing to develop three sites 
in the Charlestown/Kersal area:
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NOW DEFINITELY CLUELESS

Opus (Miller Homes and Inspired Developments) were proposing to develop three sites 
in the Charlestown/Kersal area:

both 
the 

Council and key 
people within the NDC. I was 

recently told by four people indi-
vidually that councillor George 

Wilson revealed 
at the 

initial 
informa-

tion open 
day, that this whole 

project would ‘never 
happen’. 

The residents affected by this 
shambles must surely now be ade-
quately compensated, and there’ll be 
a long queue to hold the baskets when 
the heads start to roll, which they sure-
ly must. The people responsible must 
do the right thing and resign en-bloc, 
the residents of Kersal expect nothing 
less. Their words, not mine...

Total spent on Management and Ad-
min until year end 2007: £3,437,101

* only a quarter of local people in the 
feel able to influence decisions in the 
NDC area.
* level of satisfaction with local sec-
ondary schools – 32%

* proportion of peo-
ple wanting to move 
and stay in the area 
`has seen a dip’

* 25.4% of households in the NDC area 
receive `out of work means tested ben-
efits’ almost the same as in 2004.
* Employment rate in NDC area same as 
2002
* Only a `marginal reduction in the 
number of households with one or more 
resident with no qualifications’
Source: NDC

CHLK New Deal for Communities – a £53million 
regeneration project: the first 7 years
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If you’re stood at a bus stop or happily 
shopping on the Precinct and a nice lady 
approaches, offering you a new life don’t 
be alarmed. Sue Hinder isn’t a Moony. 
She can, however, offer a ray of sunshine 
to those who are largely  forgotten and 
very much taken for granted. These are 
the people who care for the old, the sick, 
the mentally ill, the frail and the disabled.  
And Sue is on the hunt…

“I go to community centres, or put the 
word out through friends and neighbours, 
and I actually walk around the streets 
and find people” she explains “If I see a 
person helping someone in a wheelchair 
get into a car or things like that I’ll just go 
up to them and say `Excuse me, are you 
a carer for anyone?’ And then I tell them 
about what we do.”

Sue is the front line smiley face of 
Salford’s Carer Support Service which 
enables those who look after others to 
have a much better quality of life, without 
going through social workers, the council 
or anybody else. It’s informal and it’s spot 
on.

“Most people don’t know that they’re 
entitled to a grant of £200 if they want 
to take a break from caring, either for 
a holiday or all sorts of different things” 
says Sue “It’s basically for people who 
can’t, or are too scared, to go away 
and leave people, but they can and it’s 
important to do so.  We also run a group 
for two hours every Tuesday where 
carers can give themselves a mini-break, 
or we have trips out and socials.  It’s 
about giving carers time for themselves.”

For many who have discovered the 
service or been discovered by Sue, it’s  
been a total lifeline.  Susan Brown had 
lost so much confidence from looking 
after her friend in isolation for so many 
years that, at first, she couldn’t even walk 
through the door of the group.

“I came five times and went home 
again” she recalls “I was going to end 
up agoraphobic because I didn’t go 
anywhere any more but this has been 
a god-send for me.  It’s giving us our 
independence back and our confidence.  
I realise now that I need space because 
you get so frustrated and worked up and 
you think `What about my life?’  You get 
carers who come in to give them tablets 
and they don’t even talk to you – it’s like 
you don’t exist.  But this is about getting 
out and meeting people in a similar 
situation, and they understand how down 
you get, and how you feel that no-one 
cares about you.  

“It’s been marvellous” she adds “As well 
as the group meetings we go to shows, 
we’ve been to Liverpool, Bury market, 
I’ve been pampered at the beauty salon, 
I’m learning about computers and I’ve 
even been belly dancing.  It’s made a 
huge difference to me and we all support 
each other.”

The Carers Support Service began as 
a small CHAP pilot project after it was 
realised that almost 1000 people in the 
small area of Charlestown and Lower 
Kersal were carers with a need. It’s now 
developed beyond that into a mainstream 
service contracted by Salford Council 

A PLOY NAMED SUE
Around a thousand people in Charlestown and Lower Kersal 

care for elderly or disabled people and don’t know that help is 
on their doorstep.  Meet Sue, street plodder extraordinaire…

but without the formalities which usually 
accompany such things.

“We’re just trying to enable carers to 
have a better quality of life so that caring 
isn’t the only thing they have in their 
lives” says Chris Dabbs from CHAP 
“But the unique thing is that we don’t 
wait for people to come to us, Sue goes 
out and finds them.  Often people don’t 
even know that they are carers and what 
support is available.”

And Sue is on the streets, on the 
lookout for likely contenders…

For further information call Sue on 
743 0088

The Carers Group meets every 
Tuesday 10am-noon at the Energise 
Healthy Living Centre, Douglas Green, 
Salford 6

Jamie Lomas, who plays Hollyoaks 
bad boy Warren Fox, dropped into Friars 
Primary School to open a unique National 
Year of Reading Garden. The Garden 
is in a quiet shady corner of the school 
grounds and is the ideal place to read all 
those imagination-revving kiddies’ stories, 
like Room On The Broom…

“It’s a proven fact that children learn to 
read a lot quicker by reading outdoors 
and being a parent myself I’m interested 
in helping kids to learn” says Jamie, who 
went to St Paul’s Primary in Kersal when 
he was a lad.

“My kid’s only two and a half so he’s 
just looking at the pictures but he likes it 
when I read Thomas the Tank” he adds 
“Learning to read is just so important, I 

mean, I have to read scripts to learn 
my lines in Hollyoaks.”

`
The Friars Primary was specially 

chosen to receive the magical 
radical makeover… “Reading 
outdoors is one of life’s great free 
pleasures” says National Year of 
Reading’s Victoria Annable “and we 
wanted to find the right schools in 
the right areas to give something 
back to the community.”

The Garden was created by 
National Year of Reading working 
in partnership with Business In The 
Community employee volunteers 
from the BUPA office on the Quays. 

Once Upon A Hollyoaks…

Anyone who doesn’t go to The Friars can 
get a reading garden creation kit from www.
yearofreading.org.uk
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A variety of works 
by 15 local artists are 
currently being exhibited 
at the Energise Centre in 
Charlestown.  

The show is part of the 
Arts on Prescription 
scheme which allows 
people experiencing 

mental difficulties to go on 
twice weekly art courses in 
everything from sculpting 
to digital photography 
as part of their therapy. 
The work they create is 
then displayed in GP’s 
surgeries around Salford. 
Beats reading trash mags 
in the waiting room and 
the standard of art is top 
class…

Further details phone 
the Energise Centre on 
212 5700

Walk into Second Time 
Round and there’s always a 
gang of women by the door 
having a laugh...This is 
Salford’s proper community 
in action, making a 

difference all over the place.  Spilling out 
onto the street, the shop sells everything 
from frocks to prams, books to bling, and 
has been here for over twelve years, 

getting goodness to work.
 

Gail Cosgrove, original co-founder and 
now manager of the community business, 
just reels off a list of the places and 
people they’ve helped…local schools, 
nurseries, an unfunded baby ward at 
St Mary’s Hospital, the Amber Project, 
Oliver’s Youth Club, charity mountain 
climbs, the elderly, families in need…It 
goes on and on but it’s 
not just about ploughing 
the shop’s profits and 
stock back into the 
community, Second 
Time Around is also 
letting people get work 
experience and gabbing skills...

“We’ve had school kids here on day 
release, we have low risk probation 
people helping out, and Debbie, who has 
special needs, has been here for over 
a year getting back into the community. 

She does everything now” Gail enthuses, 
as Julie adds “I volunteer at the shop 
because when I moved to the area I’d 
had a breakdown and it gave me my 

confidence back. I really 
enjoyed it and I’ve been 
here four years.” 

Second Time Round 
originally 
started 

following a fun day to 
raise money for a life 
support machine in the 
baby care unit at Hope 
Hospital, after staff 
there had saved Gail’s 
prematurely born niece.

Down on Seaford Road 
in Charlestown, Second 
Time Round might look 
like many used goods 
shops but this one’s 
different…it’s changing 
lives… 

Second Time Round is at 100 Seaford Road, 
Salford M6 6EP.   

It’s open  
Mon 9am-2pm; Tues 9am-4pm; Wed 9am-
2pm; Thurs 9am-4pm; Fri 9am-12noon. 

They also do house clearances.   
Phone 792 2566

“We had lots of stuff left over so we said 
we’d open a shop, it was just something 
stupid like that, but it made us into what 
we are” Gail recalls, adding “My niece is 
now twelve and the shop has grown into 
a community business.  But we could 
certainly do with more stuff to sell, and 
anyone can bring anything into us.  We 

put back 
everything we 
make into the 
area…”

And a lot 
more… 

“We put back 
everything we make 

into the area…”
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For the fifth year in a row, Broughton’s community 
held a family day with a barbecue, games and kids 
decorating baskets of plants and flowers.  Open 
to everyone in the area, the annual event puts 
Broughton in bloom…without  spending fortunes 
trying to win awards.  

“We’re not in competition with anyone, this brings 
the community together and teaches kids that 
flowers don’t just come off the market” laughed Beryl 
Hawke of Albert Park Tenants Association.

Helping out on the day were Salford’s park rangers, 
Irwell Valley Housing and the Sunshine Café. 

In spring the sun shone, 
the crowds came and a 
wild family day was had by 
all, with everything from 
a Punch and Judy Show 
to the Silky DJs, and pole 
jousting to henna painting. 
The Whit Lane event was part 
of National Neighbourhood 
Week. 

Salford Summer 2008

Neighbourhood Party – 
Douglas Green

Beautiful, Beautiful Broughton…

Duchy Street Festival

Photos by Michael Cuddy

Photos by James Walsh

Photos By John Morrissey
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Salford Summer 2008
Beautiful, Beautiful Broughton…

Minds Combined

Compass Roses

Dionne Sheen
Urban Gypsies

John Herring

Built by helpers from 
Community Payback, 
Douglas Green Park now 
has a fully functioning 
oasis, featuring a vegetable 
allotment, chickens, flowers, 
plants and peace… 

Ambers Garden

Photos By Jemma Cooper

Party in the 
Park



68 www.salfordstar.com www.salfordstar.com

So farewell to Anne Williams, 
Strategic Director of Salford 
Council’s Community Health 
and Social Care dept, who’s 
left for pastures new, as 
National Director for Learning 
Disabilities.  Salford Star 
readers may recall that it 
was Anne who started the 
notorious `d*ckhead files’ 
when she announced that 
Salford Council had ripped 
up the Star’s application 
for Community Committee 
funding last year.  

As a kind of homage to 
Anne’s track record in Salford, 
let me re-quote from Public 
Finance e-magazine when 
she admitted that councils 
have been increasing charges 
and getting some of the most 
vulnerable people in society 
to pay for their own care…
”Even in very deprived areas” 
she said “we can still take 
money from people’s disability 
allowances…”

Stuff like that should go down 
really well at the Learning 
Disabilities dept… 

“Salford is recognised 
as a national leader for 
community engagement.  
However, the indicators 
show that this view is not 
shared by the majority of 
local people…”

Taken from Partners 
In Salford `Community 
Engagement’ report, which 
admitted that Salford lagged 
behind all other areas of 
Greater Manchester for 
“citizens feeling like they 
can influence decisions”. 
According to Salford Council’s 
own surveys only 23% 
of people felt they could 
influence decisions in 2007, 
which is even worse than 29% 
the year before… 

HOME TRUTH OF 
THE YEAR…

This doesn’t need an 
explanation – just hold your 
nose and read…courtesy of 
the new Salford City Council 
draft accounts…

Number of Salford Council 
employees earning over 
£50,000…
2006/7 – 181

2007/8 -  230 

Number of Salford Council 
employees earning over £100,000
2006/7  - 3

2007/8  - 6
Highest wage of one Salford 
Council employee…
2006/7 - £130,000-£139,999

2007/8 - £170,000 - 
£179,999 

Councillors’ Allowances 2007/8 – 

almost £1,000,000
up £26,000 from last year

I thought I’d get a comment 
on this from the trade union, 

UNISON, which is fighting for 
a wage rise for low paid Town 
Hall workers... 

“Salford City UNISON is not 
surprised that those receiving 
£100,000 has doubled when 
we are told there is a need 
for greater efficiencies for 
the next three years” says 
Branch Secretary Ray Walker 
“Many of our members will 
be outraged at yet another 
example of the misdirection 
and misuse of public funds, 
especially when we are asking 
for £6.75 an hour as the 
minimum hourly rate for jobs 
such as cleaning and catering, 
caring for the sick, the elderly 
and children with special 
needs, working in secure 
units and facing challenging 
encounters daily. 

“We urge Salford City Council 
to show its commitment to the 
wider workforce and stop this 
growth of wages at top end of 
the council structure and also 
to support our claim for a fair 
wage!”

ARE YOU SKINT? YOU’LL LOVE THIS!

Last year Salford Council 
gave the Mancs £165,000 
towards their International 
Festival, so I’m pleased to 
announce that the Council’s 
only giving them almost 
£100,000 for the 2009 event.  

Last year at least we got 
a free pop concert, as well 
as some lovely Cuban ballet 
featuring Carlos Acosta, 
with discounted tickets for 
Salfordians.  For the 2009 
Manc bash there’s more lovely 
Cuban ballet with Carlos 
and the BBC Phil, but the 
discounted tickets for Salford 
residents seem to have 
been replaced by “an agreed 
number of tickets…at both 
The Lowry and Sadlers Wells 
for Salford City Council’s 
hospitality services”.

Part of the justification is 
that the event will “raise the 
profile of Salford as a home 
of cultural innovation”. I say 
Prokofievs to that!  What it 
does is raise the profile of 
Salford as municipal mugs 
who will throw wads at 
importing something, while 
investing next to nowt in the 
innovative cultural stuff on its 
own doorstep. Next time the 
Council says it can’t afford 
to do something, like provide 
decent homes and stuff, stick 
yer tutu on and ask again…

FINANCING THE 
MANCS part 2

I don’t know, I’m always 
accused of being a little over 
gloomy on these pages so I 
thought I’d lighten things up 
with a little joke…

How many regeneration 
workers does it take to 
change a light bulb?

Regeneration workers don’t 
change anything!

 
Oh, please yerselves…

It’s the way I tell 
‘em…

How spooky does it get, 
as history repeats itself yet 
again? Come back in time 
with me to 1831 when Bury 
New Road was first built 
through land owned by the 
mega rich Broughton-based 
Clowes family. The Clowes 
clan insisted that a charge 
was made to anyone travelling 
down the new road and Kersal 
Bar Toll House was erected on 
the corner of Bury New Road 
and Moor Lane to collect the 
dosh. It’s still there as a listed 
building and monument to toll 
tax in Salford…

…Now fast forward to 2008 
and they’re proposing to put 
the start of the inner zone 
of the new toll tax on Bury 
New Road in almost the 
same place. Told you it was 
spooky…But don’t worry 
because 17 years after it was 
first introduced,  and exactly 
160 years ago, the original 
congestion charge was 
abolished - by Salford Council. 
Presumably because it was so 
unfair… 

Congestion Charging?   They Haven’t Got A Clowes…

Bye, Bye Anne…

photo by Paul Watson

Kersal Bar Toll House now....

Kersal Bar Toll House then...

…And If You Love 
All That Glossy 

Council Propaganda 
You’ll Love This…

Amount Salford Council 
spent on publicity 2007/8
(marketing, promotions, advertising)  

£3,125,000
Up £370,000 from previous year 
(source: draft accounts)

Number of People 
Employed in Marketing and 
Communications empire at 
Salford City Council: 43

…And If You Love Being IN Salford You’ll Love This…
Salford City Council now 

has 15 people dedicated to 
`Tourism Marketing’, yes 15!  
What on earth do they do, 
lurk around Spanish airports 
with butterfly nets dragging 
people here or what? 

We all know Salford’s ace 
but 15 people trying to lure 
tourists to see the delights 
of Eccles and 
Broughton is a 
bit much, don’t 
you think?
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FINANCING THE 
MANCS part 2

It’s the way I tell 
‘em…

TWITTER OF THE YEAR 
A Hazel Blears Special

At the beginning 
of July, Hazel 
Blears, Salford MP 
and Minister For 
Communities and 
Local Government, 

launched her BIG IDEA 
– a White Paper called 
Communities In Control: Real 
People, Real Power, which 
commits the government 
and other public bodies 
to greater democracy and 
accountability…

”It’s all about shifting power 
from the people who’ve got 
it into the hands of local 
communities, local people” 
she said “so they can have 
real influence and control over 
what happens in their lives.”     
 
Sounds good so far…

In the intro to the White 
Paper, Hazel conjures up 
images of “the Chartists who 
marched in their thousands 
at Kersal Moor in Salford”…
”the women who chained 
themselves to railings and 
went to prison to win the 
vote”…she even makes 
reference to the Peterloo 
Massacre in Manchester... 
powerful stuff!  

So how do we get this in the 
UK now??? Well, we could try 
using her Community Power 
Pack. This tells us how to get 
modern day Hazelocracy with 
some top advice like…`sitting 
around in circles’…`providing 
teas and coffees’…and putting 
up `appropriate decorations’…
The pack encourages us to 
use `sticky dots, Post-it notes, 
beads, BluTack, flipcharts 
and paper tablecloths’ to help 
register our views…

This Blue Peter style 
democracy would have 
gone down really well with 
the Chartists et al – `So you 

Public Funding In Salford For Community 
Media…

Salford City Radio
£175,000 plus free studios, offices and trans-
mitter hosting. Backed by Salford City Council.

Social Media Centre at Salford 
Innovation Forum
£484,000 inc £300,000 for `community’ space.  
Backed by Charlestown and Lower Kersal NDC/
Salford City Council

Salford Star 
£0 no public funding in Salford since launch. 
Totally independent. Backed by a few collection 
tins in the community.

want to overthrow the state 
and rid the country of corrupt 
politicians? Just place a red 
dot on the flipchart …and do 
you want tea or coffee with 
that?...Mind those balloons as 
you go.’

               

              
In order to help launch this 

brave new Hazelocracy our 
MP tried really hard to engage 
with the common people via 
a battery of `empowerment 
blogs’.  She talks a lot about 
alternative media being a 
`forum for debate’ so I thought 
she’d love the Salford Star – I 
e-mailed her Empowerment 
blog asking if she’d perhaps 
send us £100 donation.  Her 
people at the Empowerment 
Dept wouldn’t put that on the 
site, so I wrote again asking 
for a letter of support.  They 
wouldn’t put that up either…

Dear Mary-Thank you 
for taking part in Hazel 
Blears’ Empowerment Blog.  
Unfortunately we have 

been unable to publish your 
contribution…etc etc.

Empowerment?  Don’t ya 
just love it!

                              
Hazel’s also been doing 

empowerment forums as 
part of her BIG IDEA, and 
Twittering, which is a kind of 
texty type thing that works on 
mobiles and the web.  Hazel’s 
Twitters gave regular updates 
and a real insight into her 
working life, including…

July 16th 12:40pm: “about to 
have some lunch…”

July 17th 2:31pm: “down 
at the House having a late 
lunch…”

July 23rd 5:00pm: “enjoying 
a nice cup of earl grey…”

 
As that great Salford lad and 

revolutionary, Fred Engels 
might have said `Workers 
of the world unite, you have 
nothing to lose but your…er…
afternoon tea’…

GIVING PEOPLE A VOICE…

“A strong independent media is a 
vital part of any democracy…”
Hazel Blears

hazel opens the Salford Innovation Forum featuring the social media centre
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Deep inside Salford Art Gallery 
there’s something going on 
that’s more than mere pictures 
at an exhibition.  Tonight, 
there’s a `life’ session starring 
Audrey, who’s been a model 

for sixty years, and lots of people are 
excitedly preparing to immortalise her on 
canvas. There’s a smell of paint and turps 
in the air. Welcome to Salford Art Club, 
where anyone can create in the company 
of fellow enthusiasts and against a 
backdrop of masters.

“This isn’t a night school class and we 
don’t teach art but we do support each 
other” says the Club’s Vice Chair, Roy 
Mewha “I started because I had no time 
for my art but coming to a club every 
week makes you do it and that’s really 
good.”

The prestigious Club might be able to 
count LS Lowry and Harold Riley as past 
members but the central philosophy is 
that it’s open to all artists, no matter what 
standard.

“When I first came here five years ago, 
I’d done a bit of drawing but there was no 
entry requirement” says Stephen Savory 
“A beginner could just walk in, join the 
club and learn from more experienced 
members.  We get a very good mix 

of people with different interests and 
different experiences. It’s not elitist.”

Those ethics have ensured that the Club 
has prospered and reached its sixtieth 
birthday this year stronger than ever. 
At its anniversary exhibition earlier this 
summer, as well as the expected water 
colour landscapes there were loads 
of Salford-themed paintings – of the 
Precinct, the people and places that are 
fast disappearing. 

Anyone who is a member gets to exhibit 
at least one painting in the Club’s annual 
show at Salford Art Gallery, which is a 
massive pull for any aspiring artist as 
most art clubs meet in dank church halls 
and community schools. While the venue 
has major merits, the members argue 
that there are other attractions.

Lynn Kirkley travels in from Bury every 
week, bringing her Salford based mum. 
“We come here because the Club is 
famous and is a great place to be but 
also because it’s got a great spirit and 
atmosphere” she says “It works for me on 
a number of different levels.”

Still Life In The Gallery
For sixty years Salford Art Club has been an open 

 forum for the City’s artists…

For committee member Pam Kirk too, 
the location also has prestige…“I think 
one of the reasons the Club has kept 
going is that we meet in Salford Art 
Gallery which is a beautiful venue to work 
in” she explains “But I’ve improved my 
work from the help other people have 
given me and the demonstrations that we 
get.”

In a constantly changing, rolling 
programme of events, professional artists 
are invited to show how they work, and 
there are portrait, still life and live model 
sessions. As Audrey prepares to pose, 
there’s a shuffling of pencils, paints

and sketchbooks. Salford Art Club is 
putting real life into this stunning old 
gallery.

Salford Art Club meets at Salford 
Museum and Art Gallery, Peel Park, 
M54WU, every Wednesday 7:30-
9:30pm. 

For more info call 795 9669.  www.
salfordartclub.co.uk  

Sue Vaughan

Lyn Kinley

Pat Bellott
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Still Life In The Gallery
A CENTRAL STATION 

RETROSECTIVE
The Opening of Central Station’s Retrospective at Richard Goodall Gallery, 

brought out loads of names to celebrate the work of Salford’s top artists, 
Little Hulton brothers, Matt and Pat Carroll, and Karen Jackson…

photos by Alison Surtees

Bez and karen jackson

Pat Carrol

John Thompson and Mani

Terry Hall

Shaun Ryder and Paul Squire

Shaun Ryder and Mani

Bez and Monica Ward
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Freedom for Patricroft
When a group of artists wanted some-
where to practice artistic freedom they 
chose an old cold mill near Eccles.  Now 
their first public exhibition is about to be 
launched… Photos by Mike Cuddy
It’s summer and Jo Carlon can laugh at 
the five harsh winters that half a dozen 
artists have 
endured in 
their self 
run stu-
dio at the 
top of the 
spectacular 
Bridgewater Mill on the banks of the ca-
nal in Patricroft. Her huge canvases are 
slung against the wall and Jo points to a 
shaky line on one of them…

“Some people go `Oh, how did you get 
that effect?’…Because it was f**king cold 
when I was doing it!” she shouts “We’ve 

got no windows, no heating, everything’s 
falling in and we’ve got no funds but we 

all still come here freezing our 
bits off.  We want to be in con-
trol of our work.”

Jo’s art 
echoes 
her 

ethics, with Sal-
ford attitude run-
ning through the 
veins of every 
massive paint-
ing she does.  
Look closely and 
the River Irwell 
meanders its way across the canvasses, 
laced with scrawled words and poems, 
and flanked by politicians, prostitutes, 
pound signs and whatever else she feels 
like throwing into the mix.  

“Every painting will start off with an area 
of Salford where I grew up, then I build 
upon that” Jo explains “I work with things 
around me that catch my eye…they’re 
like maps of what’s going on in my head, 
things I can’t discuss with people be-

cause 
they’d 
think I 
was some 
kind of 
anti-estab-
lishment 
lunatic. I 

tend to exercise my demons through my 

paintings – that’s why they’re not very 
pleasing to look at…it’s not the kind of art 
that goes with your living room.”

The striking colours and screaming 
graphics that are Jo’s style are her 
reaction to events in places like Lower 
Broughton and Pendleton. 

“You’ve got big companies coming in and 
ousting the residents” she adds “The peo-
ple who can afford to live in these proper-

ties are people who aren’t from Salford so 
in a way they’re decimating the communi-
ties of Salford as well.  I think some of the 
paintings are me clinging onto that com-
munity and those places. It’s not going to 
be there in twenty years, it’s all going to 
be changed.”

As Jo’s reputation grows – she’s currently 
the in-house artist for the Renaissance 
Hotel in Manchester – she’s even more 
determined to hold onto her ethics.

“If you’re a resident in Salford and 
you’re brilliant at art but have got 
no money, you’ve no chance…”
Jo Carlon It’s about bringing people to-

gether who are passionate about 
art.  I do 3D sculptural work in 
wood, silver, metal and stone.  I 
teach jewellery making too be-
cause for 40 years that was my 
profession.

Tim Broughton – 
co-founder Bridgewater Studios

The nature of Salford really 
inspires me.  The work I’m doing 
is based on the natural pattern 
of leaves I’ve picked up from 
around Worsley, - Louise Clarke
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“I’m really picky who I sell pictures to” she 
says “In the past I’ve been offered quite 
good amounts of money by people who 
aren’t from Salford and next to nothing by 
people who live here, and I’d rather give 
it to people from Salford.  It’s nothing to 
do with finance.  It’s really weird but I’m 
driven to paint…and I’ll probably always 
be poor…” 

OPEN – the exhibition runs for three days: Fri 17th 
October 6-10pm (preview); Sat 18th October 

1-5pm; Sun (by appointment – phone Tim on 07837 
945728).

The studios are also open every Saturday after 2pm 
and anyone is welcome.  Bridgewater Gallery and 
Studios are on the top floor (above Olympic Gym) 
at Bridgewater Mill, Legh Street, off Liverpool Rd, 
Patricroft, M30 OUT. 

Facebook: Bridgewateropengallery&studios

This place inspires you, we bounce 
ideas off each other and that’s what 
makes us a studio group.  My art is 
developing from landscapes into 
abstract landscapes and I think I’m 
more of a sculptural painter now…
Lynda Collins Lamb – 
co-founder Bridgewater Studios

Resident Bridgewater artists: Jo Carlon (Painter), Linda Collins (Painter), Tim Broughton (Jewellery/Precious 
metals), Jackie Bright (Painter), Michael Tinney (Ceramics), Helen Keightley-Perkins (Textiles), Louise Clarke 
(Textiles) and James Snazell (Photography)

Jo, a co-founder of the Studio, rails 
against what she 
calls the `elitism’ of 
Salford Art Gal-
lery’s `aesthetically 
pleasing images’ 
and a charge of 
£15 per painting to 
apply for the right 
to have work in its 
open exhibitions.

“In Bolton it’s £3 per painting so that 
shows you the difference” she argues “If 
you’re a resident in Salford and you’re 
brilliant at art but have got no money, 
you’ve no chance.  Most artists in Sal-
ford are struggling and there’s almost 
nowhere to exhibit.  But here we’re in 
control.”

Even if it is freezing, all 
the artists agree that 
it’s worth suffering for 
proper art…

I do abstract landscapes using the 
lines of tree trunks or leaves, and 
scratching through glue and turps 
on top of different types of paint to 
get the effects.- Jackie Bright
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This year’s In The City festival 
cum music conference runs 5th-
7th October at various venues 

around the area and is sure to feature 
a smattering of Salford figures. The 
event, co-founded 16 years ago by 
Tony Wilson and his partner Yvette 
Livesey, has hosted top gigs by 
bands that went on to be mega, like 
Arctic Monkeys and Oasis, while the 
Unsigned forum, featuring unknowns, 
always throws up future legends.

In The City has now got so mainstream 
it’s got the Culture Secretary, Andrew 
Burnham MP, speaking at its conference, 
alongside Rolling Stones manager, 
Andrew Loog Oldham, but look hard 
enough and you’ll find the festival’s raw 
edge.

In The City kicks off on Sat Oct 4th with 
a happening by Eat Your Own Ears and 
the Warehouse Project at Piccadilly 
Arches which runs 8:30pm-5am, and 
stars Tricky, Reverend and the Makers, 
and Late of the Pier plus a posse of top 
DJs. The main events run at various 
venues 5th -7th Oct – see www.inthecity.
co.uk for the full line up.

You can detect the 90s influences but 
you can also detect the personal touch 
The Nouvelles put with it. I first heard the 
band last year and was rather impressed 
with their sound, and the confidence of 
the front man.  Now, almost a year on, 
they seem to have got a new stronger, 
more together sound. This demo does 
not do the live performance justice. 
With guest drummers, vocalist/guitarist 
and percussionist the live sound is 
miles better…slightly ambient, with 
a lot of reverb that is not misplaced, 
and of course, an indie twist with a 
`Madchester’ touch.

When I saw The Nouvelles live recently 
at Academy 3 their final tune was 
immense…lots of drums, lots of laughter, 
lots of everything…but it worked. And 
that’s the most important thing about any 
band. It works. 

Hayley McGwynn

THE 
NOUVELLES

Surrounded By Angels (Love All Around)

Sept 3rd           Harpbreakers            Welcome Inn, Bury Old Rd, Whitefield
Sept 5th           The Fake Kings         Rent a Crowd @ The Gardens Hotel,   
            Manchester. 
Sept 13th.        The Change              Retro Bar, Sackville Street, Manchester
Sept 17th         John Herring             Ruby Lounge, Oldham St, Manchester.
Sept 19th         The Deodates           Sacred Trinity Church, Chapel St, Salford.
Sept 26th.        The Fake Kings         Moho Live, Tib Street, Manchester
Sept 27th.        Club Los Mekkitos (artists TBC)          
            Kings Arms, Bloom Street, Salford  

Oct 2nd            The Deodates.          The Overdraft, Manchester.        
Oct 4th             Jealous                     The Academy, Oxford Road, Manchester.
Oct 16th           The Deodates.          The Garrett, Princess St, Manchester
Oct 29th           Salford Jets               Hark 2 Towler, Tottington, Bury.

Compiled by Jon Coupe courtesy of www.salfordmusic.com

MUSIC LISTINGS
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YOUNG,
INDIE 
AND 

CHARMED 

The Fake Kings are much more 
than another indie band from 
Salford. Hayley McGwynn checks 
out their royal ascent…

Two guitarists, a bassist and an 
accidental drummer (with an amazing 
drumming face) make up another brilliant 
band from our fair city. Jordan Randall, 
Kyle Edge, Ben Grimshaw and Harry 
Hargreaves are Fake Kings…although 
there is nothing fake about them…

Jordan, the singer/guitarist…Ben, the 
other guitarist…and Harry, the bassist 
became friends at Moorside High School 
(the place where ALL legends go for 
an education) and formed a “covers” 
band there. Then, at college they met 
Kyle…who turned up to play guitar, and 
ended up playing drums.  They became 
the Fake Kings. A formation that has 
pleased a lot of people’s eardrums for 
just over a year and promises to do so 
for a long time. 

By their own admission, the tunes they 
had at the start were “pretty rubbish”, but 
as they have developed as a band and 
as friends, so has their music. Their first 
review was a bad one, done by a heavy 
metal reviewer who doesn’t like indie 
music…they say this helped spur them 
on, “when someone says something 
negative about your music you take it on 
board and try and do better” says Kyle. 
They admit that a mistake they have 
made is playing too many gigs, Ben 
says...”we’d rather do bigger gigs further 
apart with everyone there than loads of 
small gigs”. 

The best thing Jordon says about being 
in a band is “when you come off stage 
and people appreciating what you’ve 
done”. Kyle likes the fact you don’t ever 
really pay for your own drinks at gigs…
and performing on stage, obviously…
Ben likes the fact it’s not your “typical 
extra curricular activity”, whilst Harry 
fully loves being creative.

Yes Fake Kings are another 4 piece 
indie band from Salford, but no, they 
aren’t your typical guitar band fodder….
these guys have got a cheeky charm 
that makes you instantly fall in love with 
them…and the talent to match.

www.myspace.com/fakekings

FAKE KINGS
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BOY OH BOY!
After getting chucked off the X-Factor, Avenue are set to become 
the latest boy band sensation - and Swinton will be made up!

This band is already all over the 
internet and kids’ tv, yet Avenue’s 
first single is only just about to be 
released. The hype’s gone into 
overdrive but 19 year old singer 
Max George, sitting in the kitchen 

at his family’s home in Swinton, is totally 
unfazed. Talk about screaming girls and 
Max just shrugs “I’m alright with that…”

Avenue has been waiting for two 
years to be unleashed. Formed out of 
auditions two years ago, the five piece 
band first hit the headlines when they 
were disqualified from the X-Factor after 
reaching the finals for failing to disclose 
they had a manager. It didn’t do them 
too much harm.

“Off the back of all that we got a deal 
with Global Records and spent the 
next six months recording with them 
in Sweden” Max recalls “We parted 
company with them and got signed by 
Island Records who also have U2 and 
Amy Winehouse and we’ve got the same 
management as the Sugarbabes.”

Not bad. And Avenue also have BRIT 
Award winning American rock band, 
Orson, writing the tunes.

“I’m happy with that because they’ve 
written some great songs and have 
had chart success, says Max “We 
wanted something a bit different, a bit 
instrumental based so that when we 

perform live we can actually play the 
instruments. I mean, I’ve played guitar 
for about eight years, Ross plays piano 
and guitar, Scott can play amazing piano 
and guitar…we can all do a bit.”

Even so, Avenue are branded as a 
`boy band’…”Well yeah, we are” Max 
says “we can’t get away from it”…And 
with the rocky poppy first single, Last 
Goodbye, looming, chart success seems 
around the corner.  But it could have all 
been so different.  Max played football 
for England Schoolboys and was on the 
books at Man City, Blackburn, Oldham 
and Preston. 
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BOY OH BOY!
“I was about to sort out a deal with 
Preston but I decided not to carry on, I 
wanted to sing instead” he says, adding 
“but I did play for Salford City in the cup 
last year. I put a penalty over the bar, I 
don’t think it’s landed yet!”

Meanwhile, Avenue are about to take off, 
with another potential Salford superstar 
on board…

Last Goodbye is officially released 
on Sept 8th.  Hear the single and see 
the video at www.weareavenue.com 
or www.myspace.com/avenuegroup 
www.bebo.com/avenue   Facebook: 
Avenue

“Talk about 
screaming girls and 

Max just shrugs 
“I’m alright with 

that…” 
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The Suzuki Method first appeared in Salford Star in issue 4…and have since undergone a traumatic 
transformation. Hayley McGwynn checks how they’re coping…

You don’t have to be a genius to work 
out that the untimely and tragic death of 
the Suzuki’s bass player, Martin, earlier 
this year has hit them hard. It’s plain to 
see by the looks on their faces that he 
was more than just their bass player…

”The first thing we said we wanted to 
do was carry on, because that’s what 
he would of wanted us to do” says Elliot 
“But it turned out to be harder than we 
thought.”

Adam underlines the point…“Everything 
changed when Martin passed away, it 
brought everything right to the bottom 
again…It was a horrible thing.”

However difficult, the lads have now 
pulled themselves out of that emotional 
pit and, in Martin’s memory, are 
determined to push on.  According to 
Glen, the experience gave them a focus 
they should have had when Martin was 
around. 

Since the Suzukis last appeared in 
the Star, Adam, originally the guitarist, 
has become the singer, which he 
(unsurprisingly) says helps the sound 

be a lot better…and the rest of the band 
agree.  “Matt, who has now left the band, 
had a good voice, but Adam can do 
more stuff with his voice, so we can do 
different styles of song” says Jake, with 
Adam adding “When you write the music 
yourself, it’s hard to explain to the singer 
what you want it to sound like, but now 
we can cut out the middle man, and like 
he said, I’ve just got a cracking voice!”

Bring forward Mike Mathews, long time 
friend and new bass player. According 
to Mike it was easy to fit in, considering 
what happened. “It was difficult on 
everyone, but the music that they had 
was really good, and it needs to carry on 
and get better” he says ”To be asked to 
be a part of it is great.”

Cue an emotional embrace between him 
and Jake. The next move for the band, 
Adam says is to “get ourselves and our 
music out there now, there’s room for us” 

The biggest step they’ve taken recently 
do that is recording a set of songs… 
“not normal indie tunes, and not really 
dancey, but somewhere in the middle”...
called Paris Hulton, start today stop 

tomorrow and Identity Parade. The latter 
is an accidental tune about Martin.

“I won’t say homage cause that sounds 
shite” says Adam “but it’s about 
memories and times that we had.” 
They’ve also played the Wickerman 
Festival in Scotland this summer lining 
up with KT Tunstall and Madness.

After years of trying, Glen says they’ve 
finally found their sound, which might  
have something to do with Mike’s 
love of Barry Manilow...Whatever it is, 
considering the transformation this band 
has had in the past year, they still sound 
awesome, and are destined for great 
things. 

I love their brutal honesty about the 
music scene, laddish cockiness and 
humour, despite everything that’s 
happened. During the interview we 
go tree climbing, skyline finding…and 
learning about a band who refuse to be 
just another group of lads making indie 
music.  They’re taking everything in their 
stride…

BORN IN THE USA? Nah, Salford!
Way back in issue 2 we got Jealous.  Now they’ve done Bruce Springsteen, where 
next…Iceland?
In early summer thousands of fans 
flocked to Old Trafford to see Bruce 
Springsteen.  They might just have 
missed his `support’ band Jealous, 
hammering out their massive tunes…

“We weren’t actually allowed to play on 
the stage because Bruce plays for nine 
hours on his own…and then for 
another ten hours with his band” 
laughs Jason, the motormouth 
frontman of Jealous “But he 
didn’t have a problem with us 
playing the marquee where the 
fans gather, and we were the 
only band doing that. So he’s 
on stage with the biggest p.a. 
in the world…and we’re playing 
through a little p.a. in the tent 
next door.”
Still, it’s a story innit?  And it 
helps build the Jealous legend 
that has come on leaps and 
bounds since autumn 06. After 
being playlisted via the We Love 

You EP on Manchester Radio Online, 
the band got a management deal that 
has led to forthcoming gigs in Iceland, 
a professionally made video for Euro 
tv channels and airplay in the States. 
Jealous have also done a session on 
Salford City Radio, have one lined up 
for Radio Manchester and are about 

START TODAY, STOP TOMORROW

to go back in the studio to record new 
material.   

“It’s been a very eventful time” says 
Jason “But there’s always one thing 
you’re sure of with Jealous – you’re 
going to get what’s on the tin.  We’re a 
rock n roll band.  We’re not going to go 

all new romantic or prog reggae.  
It’s more of the same – just as 
big, just as glam, just as loud…

“Just like Bruce Springsteen” 
he laughs again “…only without 
the American accent and the 
money.”

…and the huge p.a. system.

Hear more at www.myspace.
com/jealousworld
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“It was difficult on everyone, but 
the music was really good, and it 
needs to carry on and get better”

Mike

START TODAY, STOP TOMORROW
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I
n a quiet corner 
of the leaky old 
Crescent pub in 
Salford, writer and 

illustrator Brian Gor-
man shows off his latest 
drawings that include 
the pub we are sitting 
in. Brian’s work  actu-
ally features himself as 
a character beginning 
a journey home from 
Manchester to Salford 
after a night in the pub.  
As he is walking, he 
notices things he has 
never seen before.  One 
of these is the plaque at 
the Shudehill Interchange, 
which marks the food riots 
that occurred in 1757 and 
he is suddenly there dur-
ing the riot experiencing 
it as it would have been.  
The journey continues.  
And Brian finds himself 
in different points of the 
two cities’ history.  As he 
passes Salford Lads Club 
he sees Morrissey and The 
Smiths outside.  Gorman is 
fascinated that there is so 
much history right here on 
his doorstep. 

As we sit in the Crescent, 
we talk about past drinkers 
here…“The only thing sepa-
rating us from sitting next 
to Frederick Engels talking 
about the shocking conditions 
for working class people of 
the past is time” remarks Gor-
man.  The novel tries to take 
us back there and show us 
how it was. 

Gorman de-
scribes his 
deprived child-
hood and how 
he sold his own 
comics at school 
for pocket money.  
He has recently 
returned to this 
idea of making 
his own comics 
after years of 
being involved 
in theatre and 

film.  He has realised that 
after years of compromising 
his ideas to fit in with oth-
ers, creating graphic novels 
is a way of being the writer, 
illustrator, director, producer, 
all the actors, location scout 
and costume designer all in 
one.  “This is the great thing 
about graphic novels” he says 
“it is so realistic, it feels like 
you are watching a film.” And 
instantly striking is the amount 
of detail that has gone into 
each and every picture.  

The weird and wonderful 
mind of Brian Gorman has 
been long inspired by the film 
Blade Runner and the years 
of having nothing but the 
comfort of his black and white 
television during his youth in 

Wigan in the 60’s.  Gorman 
loved everything Sci Fi, which 
is probably why his other on-
going project is graphic novel 
about a man who works for 
the MI6.  The main character 
in this graphic novel, Border-
liners, disappears to work 
for a secret company.  The 
company hunts people down 
who have a special, logical 
way of thinking and wipes 
their minds replacing them 
with a new life and a bunch 
of false memories so that 
they can carry out dangerous 
missions without the weight of 
a past.  Where did his inspira-
tion come from for this?  His 
own life, as Gorman believes 
that there is nothing more real 
than life itself.

Gorman uses photographs 
as the basis for all his artwork 
and he can regularly be seen 
documenting various places. 
He plans to photograph all the 
stages of the media city devel-
opment and the subsequent 
photo merging will be exciting 
to see, as I can only guess 
what his surreal interpreta-
tions might reveal.  Maybe the 
cranes will serve as a subter-
ranean creature terrorising 
humanity, like in H. G. Wells 
The War of the Worlds.  But for 
now watch this space, the pilot 
issue of Borderliners should be 
available on the Internet any 
time soon and as for his his-
torical adventure, who knows 
where his magical imagination 
will lead him. 

Salford Lads Club and the Cres-
cent Pub are amongst the sites 
featured in a soon to be released 
graphic novel about time travel in 
Salford.Ella Sendur meets it’s cre-
ator Brian Gorman...

Gorman describes his deprived child-
hood and how he sold his own comics 

at school for pocket money

TO KEEP UP WITH BRIAN GORMAN’S GRAPHIC NOVELS CHECK OUT
www.myspace.com/brian_gorman

COMIC CITY
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COMIC CITY Kersal’s Got Talent!
Stuff Billy Elliot, meet 12 year old Elliott Campion who’s 
junior world champ in a riot of breakdance divisions, and 
whose group, A2AA, also features Britain’s Got Talent winner, 
George Sampson, or Lil G as he’s known with the bros.
“We do locking, popping, krumping, 
street, hip hop and breakdance” says 
Elliott, crew named Rebel, who’s 
only been dancing since he went to 
a summer school last year, and got 
involved with A2AA after winning his 
first world title. Also in the group are 
10 year old Ellis, aka Elldogg, and 13 
year old Rosie Sampson, aka Nezzi, 
and together they’ve been taking the 
dance world by storm.

“We entered competitions and won 
first prize in the junior UDO World 
Championships” Elliott recalls, adding 
a whole list of other titles they’ve won 
since, either individually or as a team. 
Even before George hit the headlines, 
charming grannies on Singin’ In The 
Rain Saturday night tv, the group at-
tracted hundreds of admirers when 
showing off their routines, busking on 
streets around Manchester to raise 
money for competition clothes and 
dance lessons. Now it’s going ballis-
tic, with their website alone receiving 
over 80,000 hits.

Elliott, who lives in Kersal with his 
supportive parents, says it was the 
teachers at his former junior school, 
St Philips, who encouraged him to 
dance, and he’s looking to eventually 
make a career out of it.

“I want to go to a good dance school 

and see where it can take me” he 
says “hopefully, to backing dancing 
for hip hop artists and adverts and 
things.”

Meanwhile, he does a ballet class 
once a week to build up strength for 
power moves in breakdancing and 
listens to the likes of Ludacris, 
Usher and Chris Brown.  Just 
don’t mention Billy Elliot…

“My dad wanted me to audi-
tion for it but I’m a hip hop 
dancer” says Elliott “I don’t 
want to be in Billy Elliot – 
unless it’s a street dance 
version…” 

See www.a2aa.co.uk for more 
info or put the group’s name into 
YouTube for loads of videos.
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Last season, Broughton Rugby 
Union Football Club won the 
Miller Homes Division 5, losing 
only one game out of 24, with a 
points difference of 712. This is 
a remarkable achievement by 

any standards, but only two years ago 
the club had its back to the wall 
and was in danger of going out of 
existence. 

“We are all local lads, we’ve all 
been here for a long time but a 
few years ago we were ready to 
close the doors and just call it a 
draw” explains Steve McCormick, 
former coach “However, we got 
our heads together and just got it 
going again.  The thing is, it’s our 
own and no one else’s at the end 
of the day.”

This is a club with the most amazing 
history in Salford, if not the North 
West. Based on Yew Street, off Lower 
Broughton Road, it’s been in existence 
as a cricket club since 1823 and a rugby 
club from around 1873. The legendary 
WG Grace played on the ground in 
1876 and 1877, and in 1878 Broughton 
became the first club to host a floodlit 
game when they beat Swinton in front of 
a crowd of nearly 10000. The ground has 
hosted an Australian test cricket team 
and was the venue for the first Northern 
Lawn Tennis Championships. 

It’s a remarkable place that’s almost 
been wiped off the map…by a new rugby 
league team that’s been set up in `new 
Broughton’ and sponsored by Contour 
and Countryside Properties.

“New Broughton Rangers Rugby 
League is getting all the publicity and 
help but we’ve been here donkeys years 

and we’re not getting anything at all” 
explains Mel Seers, the clubs historian 
“It wasn’t actually a team that had been 
formed and was asking for help, it was 
a team that was invented. What they 
are trying to do is make it look like the 
old Broughton Rangers, from years ago 

and it’s not.  It’s a completely new team 
that they’ve rustled up. So I got in touch 
with one of their people and asked `What 
about Broughton Rugby Union?’ “

“They didn’t know what I was talking 
about” he adds “I said `There’s a ground 
across the road, just at the back, Yew 
Street, it’s been played on since 1852, it’s 
a cricket and rugby 
ground’. No one 
had told them 
anything about it. 
I was stunned.”

No-one is 
knocking the 
idea of a Rugby 
League club in 
the area but a 
shared ground 
would have 
helped future 
survival all round.

“Rugby Union is a winter game, League 
is a summer game and we said `What 
about playing down here in the summer’ 
and just basically got a blank wall” 
explains the Union club’s mini coach 
Ross Bumby, who is developing the 
game in the area at a junior level with 

remarkable success.  He’s started 
mini coaching for seven up to eleven 
year olds and the kids are enjoying 
it so much, some of them burst into 
tears when the season ended.  They 
had to start it up again almost straight 
away.  Now letters are arriving from 
Twickenham saying the authorities 
can see how the team are bringing 
the club back around again. 

The overall mood around this 
stunning old ground is one of 
celebration at Broughton’s current 
success.  

Broughton Cricket & Rugby Club is 
based at Yew Street, Salford M7. 
Phone 792 2920.

Broughton kicks off its new season on 
September 6th

They play on the legendary Salford ground where floodlights were first ever 
used 130 years ago…where WC Grace played cricket…and where northern 
top class tennis was first hosted…Now Broughton Rugby Union Club are 
making history of their own….
Bernard Brough joined the celebrations

“New Broughton Rangers Rugby 
League is getting all the publicity 
and help but we’ve been here 
donkeys years and we’re not 
getting anything at all…”

Mel Seers

BROUGHTON   CHAMPIONS!
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SWEET FA IN SALFORD
Last season Salford Juniors beat every team across Greater Manchester to win     

the FA’s Fair Play Award – but are Salford’s footy and funding bodies being 
fair to this incredible club?

It’s early evening in Broughton 
and, while kids from all over the 
area are having a match in the 
background, Salford Junior’s 
founder, Darryll Walker, isn’t 

talking football.  He’s talking about the 
sport’s ability to score other goals…

“It’s just about trying to put something 
on for the kids in the community, 
to give them a focal point and a 
base…to give them a sense of 
neighbourhood spirit and belonging” 
he says, describing how hard that is 
to put into practice, despite a battery 
of sports development bodies.

“It’s heartbreaking” he explains “kids 
are missing out because we can’t get 
them all to games.  We had 15 kids 
and only three cars for last year’s 
under13 team. 
It’s become a 
real issue.  We 
were playing in 
the Bury and 
Radcliffe League because Salford 
doesn’t even have a youth league any 
more.”

Darryll set up Salford Juniors four 
years ago, hoping that the City’s 
Sports Development Team might help 
out. It didn’t. He went to see Lower 

Kersal and Charlestown New Deal 
for Communities about setting up 
the team at the area’s state of the art 
Sports Village and got no joy there 

either.

“They said they couldn’t 
help me because the 
team was based in 

Broughton” he recalls “even though 
we used to play on Lower Kersal 
sports fields and wanted to return.” 

Undeterred, Darryll founded a 
young multi-cultural team which 
got sanctuary at Broughton Rugby 
Club, grew up and came fourth in 

“It’s heartbreaking” ...“kids 
are missing out because we 
can’t get them all to games.  
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SWEET FA IN SALFORD
Bury’s under13s league last season. 
They also won the Fair Play Award, 
beating every other team in Greater 
Manchester.  

“Although they didn’t win many 
games they played with great spirit all 
the time” he says “Kids are coming to 
us from all over and they do brilliant.”

The Award came with a desperately 
needed cheque for £200. The only 
other finance the team has had was 
from Broughton Community Trust.

“Altogether, over four years we’ve 
had £1200” Darryll explains “For 
everything else – refs, kit and pitch 
hire - we’ve had to raise the money 
ourselves or get it from subs which 
we try to keep as low as possible so 
people can afford to come.”

Last year, Darryll started an under 9s 
team which won the City of Salford 
Mini League 2 and got to the cup final 

in its first competitive season. Now 
he’s trying to start an under14s 
girls’ team and is finding it hard 
again to get help.

These kids showing off their skills 
as we chat are the future of the 
game in Salford. There could well 
be another Scholes or Giggs here. 
Yet with a multi million pound new 
Sports Village almost around the 
corner, and United’s Cliff Training 
ground literally up the hill it’s hard 
to believe that youth soccer is 
in such a state.  For Darryll and 
Salford Juniors at least, there’s no 
money and no help.  So is football 
dying in Salford?

“Not if I’ve got anything to do with 
it!” says Darryll. Defiantly.  
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The Swinton Tempest
Last season was Beechfield United’s best ever in 
terms of mini soccer.  Now the club is looking to sort 
new facilities to cope with demand.
The football climate is certainly healthy 
on Beech Farm Estate as Phil Lockett 
reels off the list of young teams that make 
up one of the biggest junior clubs in Sal-
ford…There’s the Storm, Hurricanes and 
Tornados, each with different age groups 
adding up to ten 
teams in all, and 
ranging in age 
from post-tots to 
pre-teens. 

“We’re a development club” says un-
der10s manager Phil “We can take any-
one of any standard and develop them to 
fit in a team.  Hopefully we can keep them 
involved in football until they’re 15 or 16, 
and, if they’ve got the potential, profes-
sional clubs can come in, take them off 
our hands and we’ve done our job.”

Today, the under10s Tornados are in the 
final of the BC Brickwork Cup against 
Parkwyddn.  Specially customised flags 
are flying, all the parents are excited and 
the kids are buzzing. There’s cup final 

fever in the air.  But Phil’s got his feet on 
the ground.

“We’ve got through to the finals unbeaten 
but it’s not about winning, it’s just a love 
of the game” he reflects “It’s about offer-

ing football for all.”

Those ethics have been recog-
nised, with the FA giving Beech-
field the status of a Community 
Charter Standard Football Club, 

one of only nine awarded in the whole 
north west. With girls teams coming on 
board, mixed mini-soccer teams and 
loads of boys teams, the management 
are now desperate to build a new club-
house to cope.

“This one is 25 years old and is basi-
cally two Portakabins bolted together” 
says Phil “We’re looking to try and raise 
£50,000 which kicks in all sorts of grants 
to get a new brick building with girls’ 
changing rooms – they can’t even have a 
shower at the moment.”

Meanwhile, the Tornados storm the cup 
final, winning 6-1. And another trophy 
comes to Beech Farm Estate. 

“it’s just a love of the 
game. It’s about offering 
football for all.”

For further details on Beechfield United’s youth 
teams and how to donate to the clubhouse 
appeal see www.beechy.net or phone the club 
on 794 2854 (Mon-Thurs 5:30-8:30pm/Sat-Sun 
9:00am-1:30pm)

Photos by Michael Cuddy 
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Wednesday July 9th was a sad day 
for many Salford pub goers when the 
Woolpack on Belvedere Road closed 
its doors for the last time after more 
than thirty years. It was well known for 
providing top class traditional free and 
easy entertainment to a packed house, 
and people travelled from as far away as 
Southport, Oldham, Chorley and Bol-
ton to meet their friends every Sunday 
afternoon. 
At the last Sunday free and easy, the 
reaction of  the people was one of  real 
sadness. 
“I used to be a professional singer in my 
younger days, but I’ve been coming here 
for years because the pianist is great 
and I see all my friends” said a lady who 
came every week from Failsworth “I 
suppose we’ll all split up now because 
there’s nowhere else like this to go”. 
Compere/singer Chris Heywood and 
multi-talented keyboard player, Roman 
Mondryk have been running the show 
between them for about the last twenty 
years and added:

“It’s not only sad for us it affects eve-
ryone, I mean look at the place, it’s 
packed and it’s the same every week. 
People come from miles and really let 
themselves go. It’s like one big family, a 
real shame”.
The regulars in the vault echoed the 
same sentiments. Tommy Bolger re-
members going in the Woolpack on the 
day it opened…
“Whole families used to come here, the 
women would go in the room and the 
lads would go in the vault” he recalled 
“It was a real friendly family place, never 
any trouble.”
The landlord, Dave, was equally sad…
“I’m sorry to be leaving because I know 
so many people will miss the place” he 
said “but I have my family and my own 
safety to think about. We’ve had a sharp 
increase in violent incidents over the 
past year or so and that really made my 
mind up.”
The closing of  the Woolpack is the end 
of  yet another era…
Mike Skeffington

Woolpacked and Gone…

KERSAL FLATS – 
THE MASSIVE REUNION

Next year there’s going to be a re-
union of  former residents of  Kersal 
Flats.  Anyone who ever lived in one 
of  the blocks is invited.  If  you’re 
interested there’s a website at www.
kersalflats.com or e-mail David Wheel-
don chinney@hotmail.co.uk 
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S
trange things have 
been happening 
on Deansgate in 
Manchester this 
year as hundreds of  

protestors in masks and fancy 
dress have been converging on 
the Church of  Scientology centre 
to protest against the movement 
that attracts the likes of  John 
Travolta and Tom Cruise. The 
protestors, many from Salford, 
call themselves `Anonymous’ 
to protect themselves from `fair 
game’ reprisals by the Church.  

“We’re young and we’re a new 
generation of  people who have never 

In The Church of  the Poisoned Mind
been active before but have all come 
together because we find Scientology 
a destructive force in society, the way 
it breaks up our families and generally 
messes with people’s heads” says 
Anon from Salford “They go out of  
their way to make sure a person is 
disorientated and removed from 
reality to exploit them for their own 
means. 

“We find these kind of  actions 
completely unacceptable in any part 
of  the world, never mind in our back 
yard, so we’re taking our viewpoint to 
the people” he adds “We put on our 
masks to defend ourselves from their 
hideous actions.”  

Film Review: TOP DECK 
A bus packed full of  people on their way home at the end of  the day. Nothing unu-
sual about that, right. Add a pregnant teen and her mum, a bunch of  school kids, a 
bully, some middle aged people and a local celebrity… welcome to Top Deck.

Top Deck is based on an original idea by Tommy Lever (MBE) and his wife Lesley, 
and centres around a young lad called Simon who is on the bus getting bullied. 
Everyone stands up to the bully who ends up getting off  the bus. The local celebrity, 
a singer called Johnny Ringo, overhears a conversation about Simon liking to sing 
asks Simon if  he’s like to join him in a song, and they do a brilliant rendition of  A 
Crazy Little Thing Called Love.

The film is written by L.K.Y.P.G (Lower Kersal Young People’s Group) who also 
made up the majority of  the cast for the movie, and was directed by Stella Grundy 
of  REEL Mcr.

The only criticism I had was that it was too short. I was enjoying myself  and laugh-
ing so much that I found myself  disappointed that it was over. It had the right mix of  
comedy and drama. L.K.Y.P.G should be proud of  producing such a top film.

There are regular Saturday 
protests outside the Church of  
Scientology Centre on Deansgate, 
Manchester.  Details can be 
found on www.xenu.net and www.
enturbulation.org (search for 
Manchester)The mask makes us face our enemies, because we 

can only see forwards 

Kelly McFarland
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While Man`Salford Rovers’ Utd won the 
double of European and Premier League 
Champs, and in rugby Salford City Reds 
got Super League status, there’s also been 
a massive promotion for Salford City, now 

mixing it with the big boys of non-league footy…

Forget yer super stadiums, yer Ronaldo millions and yer mega 
bucks franchises, the biggest news for proper accessible sport 
is that Salford City have got promotion and are now playing in 
the Unibond First Division. 

This season the `Ammies are going to be hosting the likes of 
Skelmersdale United and Mossley, teams that have huge FA 
Cup giant killing histories. It’s a massive step up for Salford’s 
biggest football club, now just five leagues away from playing 
Bury, Luton Town and Rochdale. 

At Salford City a lad and dad can still see a match for under a 

tenner, enjoy a family atmosphere and see a top game of footy 
in one of the most picturesque grounds in the country. It’s light 
years away from Old Trafford - but who needs Ronaldo, Tevez 
and Rooney anyway when you’ve got Lathan Forrester, Jon 
Robinson and Barry Massay?

Salford City play at Moor Lane, Kersal M7 3PZ Phone 792 
6267.
Entrance Adults £6 Kids £3 www.salfordcityfc.com

Home Fixtures – kick off 3pm

Sat 6 Sept - Mossley
Sat 16 Sept – Mossley (League Challenge Cup)
Sat 27 Sept – Rossendale United
Sat 4 Oct – Gresley Rovers (FA Trophy)
Sat 25 Oct Newcastle Blue Star
Sat 8 Nov - Clitheroe

SALFORD CITY AND PROUD!

Photo by Paul Watson
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Music/
Dance/Comedy/

Drama

Happening in Salford
 

SAT 6TH SEPT 
Re-Take That 
£6 Reserved £8 Unreserved 
Take That tribute band. 
The Willows, 
Willows Rd, 
Salford M5 5FQ. 
736 8541 
www.thewillowsonline.co.uk
SAT 6TH SEPT 
Juan Martin 
£15 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
SUN 7TH SEPT 
Mikron Theatre Company perform 
Fair Trade: Reaping the Dividends. 
£4 
The story of the Co-operative Movement from its  
roots in the early part of the 19th century  
when the Industrial Revolution resulted in  
exploitation and misery for many working 
people. Now he Co-op Group is one of the 
largest retail companies in Britain. Did it all 
begin at Toad Lane, Rochdale in 1844? Take 
your basket down the aisles of history as Mikron 
bring you the true story, told of course with their 
usual mixture of music, humour and sadness. 
Working Class Movement Library, 51 The 
Crescent, Salford, M5 4WX
SUN 7TH SEPT  
Spencer Davies and the Animals 
£18.50 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
MON 8TH SEPT 
Tony & Twizzle - The Glory Years 
£10 - £18 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
WEDS 10TH SEPT 
Accoustic Strawbs 
£15 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com

WEDS 10TH - 13TH SEPT 
Daisies 
£5 - £7 
Lucy and Isabel are floating. 
Using cardboard, glitter, glue, stories and  
songs, they attempt to define the undefinable: 
Love. 
The Kings Arms, 11 Bloom Street, Salford, M3 
6AN 
THURS 11TH SEPT 
Lord Arthur’s Bed 
£5 - £7.50 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
FRI 12TH SEPT 8PM 
The Motown Show 
Admission + 3 course dinner £20.00 
Admission only £6.00 
Motown tribute night 
The Willows, 
Willows Rd, 
Salford M5 5FQ. 
736 8541 
www.thewillowsonline.co.uk
FRI 12TH SEPT 
Divinity 
£10 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
SAT 13TH SEPT 8PM 
Soul Brothers Band (formerly Stax of Soul) 
Admission + 3 course dinner £20.00 
Admission only £6.00 
The Willows, 
Willows Rd, 
Salford M5 5FQ. 
736 8541 
www.thewillowsonline.co.uk
SAT 13TH SEPT 
Ivan Brackenbury 
Comedy show 
£12 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
SAT 13TH SEPT 
Prom in the Park 
£20 
Classical music from the BBC Philharmonic  and  
Russell Watson. 
Buile Hill Park, 
Salford. 
Ticket line 08448884412 

SUN 14TH SEPT 
James Campbell’s Comedy 4 Kidz 
£8.50 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com 

SUN 14TH SEPT 
Playback Thearte Manchester 
£7 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
MON 15TH SEPT 
Our House 
£15 - £28 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
WEDS 17TH SEPT 
Jude Simpson - Growing Up Games 
£5 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
THURS 18TH SEPT 
Miracle 
£5 - £7.50 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
FRI 19TH SEPT 
Tim Vine 
£15 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
SAT 20TH SEPT 8PM 
Absolute 80’s 
Admission + 3 course dinner £20.00 
Admission only £6.00 
80’s extravaganza 
The Willows, 
Willows Rd, 
Salford M5 5FQ. 
736 8541 
www.thewillowsonline.co.uk
SUN 21ST SEPT 
Devi 
£10 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
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THE ART OF DEMOLITION
You might not think that run down 

properties and half demolished buildings would provide much in the way of inspiration 
to an artist. But Daniel Glenister took the demolition and remodelling of Langworthy, 
and came up with the collection of works for the 2up2down exhibition now showing at 
the Salford Arts Theatre. 
“What fascinated me was things 
like a whole row of terraced houses 
where  they’ve knocked down half of 
it but you can still see the stairs and 
where somebody’s spent ages tiling 
and wallpapering…and now it’s all 
falling off, crumbling” explains Daniel 
“It’s people’s lives that they were 
demolishing there.”

With a layered effect using different 
types of paint, shape, texture and 
colour, Daniel has caught the 
atmosphere of change upon change, 
demolition and regeneration. 
2up2down will strike a chord with 

anybody with an interest in 
art or those of us familiar with 
the phases of regeneration 
Salford has undergone over 
the last fifty years.  Well 
recommended.

Bernard Brough

2Up2down is at Salford Arts 
Theatre, Kemsing Walk, Off 
Liverpool St, M5 4BS.  For 
opening times phone 925 0111 
www.salfordartstheatre.co.uk
For more info see 
www.danielglenister.co.uk

An exhibition of icons and places, by Michael 
Cuddy is going off at Salford Arts Theatre. 
Includes stencils, spray paint canvasses 
and graphic design. As well as Langworthy 
images, there’s depictions of Salford life and 
musicians and stuff. 

Salford Arts Theatre, Kemsing Walk, Off 
Liverpool St, M5 4BS.  For opening times 
phone 925 0111 www.salfordartstheatre.co.uk

In Colour
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SUN 21ST SEPT  
Edinburgh and Beyond 2008 
£12 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
TUES 23RD SEPT 
Waves 
£18 - £22 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
WEDS 24TH SEPT - 4TH OCT 
Salford Macbeth 
£8 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780 
www.thelowry.com
THURS 25TH SEPT - 27TH SEPT 
Eternal Light Tour 
£10 - £21.50 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780 
www.thelowry.com
SAT 27TH SEPT 
That’ll Be The Day 
£6 Reserved £8 Unreserved 
50s, 60s, & 70s rock ‘n’ roll hits mixed with  
omedy 
The Willows, 
Willows Rd, 
Salford M5 5FQ. 
736 8541 
www.thewillowsonline.co.uk
SUN 28TH SEPT 
Russell Howard-  
Dingledodies 
£15 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
SUN 28TH SEPT 
Swarbrick & Carthy 
£16 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
TUES 30TH SEPT - 4TH 
Othello 
£16 - £20 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
TUES 30TH SEPT - 11TH OCT 
West Side Story 
£23 - £ 39.50 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
WEDS 1ST - SAT 4TH OCT 
Halfway 
£5 - £7 
A young mans right of passage 
exploring sexuality,  
coming of age 
and the mortality of those closest to him. 
The Kings Arms, 
11 Bloom Street, 
Salford, 
M3 6AN 

SAT 4TH OCT 8PM 
Abba the Show 
Admission + dinner £ 20.00 
Admission only £6.00 
Abba tribute band 
The Willows, 
Willows Rd, 
Salford M5 5FQ. 
736 8541 
www.thewillowsonline.co.uk
SUN 5TH OCT 
Mark Steel 
£14 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
SUN 5TH OCT 
Sacred Thread 
£12 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
WEDS 8TH OCT 
Gordon Giltrap 
£14 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
THURS 9TH OCT - 11TH OCT 
A Song For Lovers 
£5 -£ 7.50 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
THURS 9TH OCT - 10TH 
Hofesh Schecter’s In Your Rooms and Uprising 
£16 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
FRI 10TH OCT, FRI 14TH NOV, FRI 12TH DEC 
8PM 
Embryo 
£5 
Eclectic cabaret, featuring performances of 
scripts currently in development, stand up 
poetry & comedy, short films, bands & much 
more. 
The Kings Arms, 11 Bloom Street, Salford, M3 
6AN 
SAT 11TH OCT 8PM 
Mercury 
Admission + 3 course dinner £20.00 
Admission only £6.00 
Queen tribute band 
The Willows, 
Willows Rd, 
Salford M5 5FQ. 
736 8541 
www.thewillowsonline.co.uk
SAT 11TH OCT 
The Sun Has Got His Hat On 
£8 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
SAT 11TH OCT 
Vertigo 
£15 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com

SUN 12TH OCT 
Party 
£10 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
TUES 14TH OCT - SAT 18TH OCT 
Swan Lake 
£22 - £48 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
WEDS 15TH  - SAT 18TH OCT 8PM 
Science Fiction Ruined My Life 
£5 -£7 
Klingons, comics, light-sabres and loners in this 
tale of love and heros. 
The Kings Arms, 
11 Bloom Street, 
Salford, 
M3 6AN 
FRI 17TH OCT - SAT 18TH OCT 
My Grandfather’s Great War 
£12 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
SAT 18TH OCT 8PM 
80’ Experience 
Admission + 3 course dinner £20.00 
Admission only £6.00 
80’s tribute band 
The Willows, 
Willows Rd, 
Salford M5 5FQ. 
736 8541 
www.thewillowsonline.co.uk
SAT 18TH OCT  
Sing-a-long-a Hairspray 
£14 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
SUN 19TH OCT 
Cypher 
£10 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com

 
Young and old alike can enjoy 
this evocative experience of past 
weekends spent by Salfordians 
in places like Blackpool Pleasure 
Beach and Scarborough Sands.  
The nostalgic exhibition includes 
various traditional amusements 
- the timeless banter of Punch 
and Judy echoes from a 
classic reconstruction of a 
puppet theatre, and Blackpool 
Illuminations hang on the walls. 
There’s also an interactive 
workshop for kids that really 
captures the old Northern 
seaside experience. 

A book central to the exhibit 
is Salford By The Sea:75 years 
a city and its children, which 
documents what a reprieve it 
was for inner city, working class 
children to visit seaside resorts. 
This is social history and the 
display teaches Salford children 
about their heritage. 

Alex Halligan

Salford By The Sea runs 
until October 30th at Salford 
Museum and Art Gallery, Peel 
Park, The Crescent M54WU  
ph:778 0800 Open Mon-Fri 
10am-4:45pm Sat-Sun 1-5pm

SALFORD BY THE SEA
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Exhibitions

Events

SUN 19TH OCT 
Kate Rusby 
£20 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
SUN 19TH OCT 
Signatures 
£7 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com 
The Kings Arms, 
11 Bloom Street, 
Salford, 
M3 6AN 
FRI 24TH OCT 7:30 
Search for a Star Semi Final 1 
£6 
Stars of tomorrow bid to reach the final. 
The Willows, 
Willows Rd, 
Salford M5 5FQ. 
736 8541 
www.thewillowsonline.co.uk
SAT 25TH OCT 
Re-Take That 
Admission + 3 course dinner £20.00 
Admission only £6.00 
See 6th Sept 
The Willows, 
Willows Rd, 
Salford M5 5FQ. 
736 8541 
www.thewillowsonline.co.uk
SAT 1ST NOV 8PM 
Soul Brothers Band 
See 13th Sept 
The Willows, 
Willows Rd, 
Salford M5 5FQ. 
736 8541 
www.thewillowsonline.co.uk
FRI 7TH NOV 7:30PM 
Search for a Star Semi Final 2 
£6 
See 24th Oct 
The Willows, 
Willows Rd, 
Salford M5 5FQ. 
736 8541 
www.thewillowsonline.co.uk
SAT 8TH NOV 8PM 
The Soul Temptations 
Admission + 3 course dinner £20.00 
Admission only £6.00 
Tribute to The Temptations, The Four Tops &  
otown classics. 
The Willows, 
Willows Rd, 
Salford M5 5FQ. 
736 8541 
www.thewillowsonline.co.uk
WEDS 5TH - SAT 8TH NOV 8P 
The Judgement of Mr Jenkins. 
£5 - £7 
The Kings Arms, 
11 Bloom Street, 
Salford, 
M3 6AN 
SAT 15TH NOV 8PM 
Re-Take That & Robbie Some Day 
Admission +3 course dinner £20.00 
Admission £ only £6.00 
Take That & Robbie Williams tribute acts. 
The Willows, 
Willows Rd, 
Salford M5 5FQ. 
736 8541 
www.thewillowsonline.co.uk
FRI 21ST NOV 8PM 
Search for a Star Final 
Admission + 3course dinner £20.00 
Admission only £6.00 
Talent show with £2000 first prize 
The Willows, 
Willows Rd, 
Salford M5 5FQ. 
736 8541 
www.thewillowsonline.co.uk
SAT 22ND NOV 8PM 
80’s Experience 
See 18th Oct 
The Willows, 
Willows Rd, 
Salford M5 5FQ. 
736 8541 
www.thewillowsonline.co.uk

FRI 28TH OCT 
Abba Spectacular 
Admission + 3 course dinner £25.00 
Admission only £10.00 
The girl who dueted with Meatloaf on the no 1 
world-wide hit “I Would Do anything For Love  
but I wont do that)”  
The Willows, 
Willows Rd, 
Salford M5 5FQ. 
736 8541 
www.thewillowsonline.co.uk
SAT 29TH NOV 8PM 
Diva Las Vagas 
Admission + 3 course dinner £30.00 
Admission only £12.00 
The Willows, Willows Rd, Salford M5 5FQ. 
736 8541 www.thewillowsonline.co.uk
WEDS 3RD - SAT 6TH DEC 8PM 
Death of a Lily 
An impressionistic trip through the world 
of a troupe of cabaret performers in 1930s  
Berlin. 
The Kings Arms, 11 Bloom Street, Salford, 
M3 6AN  £5 - £7

UNTIL SUN 21ST SEPT 
Inspired by Lowry: 
John Wood & Paul Harrison 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
UNTIL SUN 21ST SEPT 
Photographic Portrait Prize 2007 
The Lowry, Salford Quay 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
SAT 18TH OCT 2008 - MON 1ST MARCH 2009 
A Long Exposure - 100 Years of Pictures from 
Guardian. photographers in Manchester 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
UNTIL SUN 26TH OCT 
The Same Sky  
An Exhibition by Nikki Palmer 
Salford Museum & Art Gallery 
Peel Park, The Crescent, Salford M5. 
778 0800. www.salford.gov.uk/museums
UNTIL THURS 30TH OCT 
Salford by the SeaSaturday 23rd August -  
unday 16th November 
Salford Museum & Art Gallery 
Peel Park, The Crescent, Salford M5. 
778 0800. www.salford.gov.uk/museums 
UNTIL SUN 2ND NOV 
So you want to be an artist? 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com
UNTIL SUN 7TH SEPT    
Shop Till you Drop 
Salford Museum & Art Gallery 
Peel Park, The Crescent, Salford M5. 
778 0800. www.salford.gov.uk/museums 

SAT 6TH SEPT  
Salford Garden Party, Civic Centre, Chorley 
Road, Swinton M27  
Take part in the “big ask”. Question your local 
representatives. Questions must be given in 
advance. All part of Democreacy Day?
SUN 14TH AND MON 15TH SEPT 
11am - 4pm 
Free 
Heritage Open days Guided tours. 
Working Class Movement Library, 
51 The Crescent, 
Salford, 
M5 4WX
SAT 27TH SEPT 
A Taste of Ancestor-Hunting For Everone Open 
Day 
Manchester and Lancashire Family History 
Society 
Clayton House, 59 Piccadilly, 
Manchester.0161 237 3812
SAT 4TH OCT 
2pm 
CLR James; a talk by David Renton. 
CLR James was one of the most influential 
writers on cricket and Marxism of the twentieth 
century.  
Working Class Movement Library, 51 The 
Crescent, Salford, M5 4WX

SUN 12TH OCT 11AM - 3:30 PM 
Ordsall Hall Craft Fair. 
Annual craft fair with stalls full of homemade 
crafts 
and gifts. 
Ordsall Hall, Ordsall Lane,  
Ordsall, Salford M5.  
872 0251. www.salford.gov.uk/museums
SAT 15TH NOV 2008 - SUN 22ND MARCH 2009 
Clouds Descending 
The Lowry, Salford Quays 
0870 787 5780  www.thelowry.com

ONGOING 
The Ghostly Galleon Sail the seven seas with 
the spirits of the deep at Ordsall Hall 
Ordsall Lane, Ordsall, Salford M5.  
872 0251. www.salford.gov.uk/museums
ONGOING 
Histories Revealed 
Permanent display of intriguing archaeological 
finds from the hall. 
Ordsall Hall, Ordsall Lane,  
Ordsall, Salford M5.  
872 0251. www.salford.gov.uk/museums
WEDS 29TH OCT - FRI 31ST OCT 
Drop in sessions 10:30, 11:30am 1:30 and 
2:30pm. 
Spooky Crafts 
Ordsall Hall, Ordsall Lane, Ordsall, Salford  
872 0251. www.salford.gov.uk/museums
SUN 7TH SEPT, SUN 5TH OCT, SUN 2ND NOV 
1-4pm 
At Home With the Tudors 
Learn how the Tudors lived and try your hand  
at Tudor crafts led by costumed guides. 
Ordsall Hall, Ordsall Lane, Ordsall, Salford 872 
0251. www.salford.gov.uk/museums
SAT13TH & SUN 14TH SEPT 
Medieval Harvest Fayre and 
Farmers Market. 
£2 per adult, kids free. 
The North West’s only traditional harvest fayre! 
Ordsall Hall, Ordsall Lane, 
Ordsall, Salford M5.  
872 0251. www.salford.gov.uk/museums
SUN 28TH SEPT 
2 - 4pm 
Arts and Crafts 
Family craft activities. 
Salford Museum and Art Gallery 
Peel Park, The Crescent, Salford, 
M5 4WU salford.museum@salford.gov.uk 
0161 778 0800
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We all know that everything 
that Manc-land actually gets 
credit for in the music world 
actually began in Salford, so 
it’s good to see the City try to 
reclaim its cultural heritage 
with a year long exhibition 

at the Salford 
Museum and Art 
Gallery.

Covering the 
period from 1950 
to today, the show 
is going to be 
displaying all sorts 
of memorabilia 
lent by fans and 
musicians, from 
photos to ticket 
stubs, vinyl to 
clothes, and we 
understand Hooky 
is pitching in too.  
For the record, 
here’s a list of 
bands, movers 

and groovers with 
Salford connections that have 
made music matter…Mark E 
Smith (The Fall); Tony Wilson 
(Factory, Hacienda et al), 
Happy Mondays, The Hollies, 
10CC, Swing Out Sister, New 

Order/Joy Division, Morrissey 
(via Salford Lads Club), Elkie 
Brooks, the Dakotas, Herman’s 
Hermits, John Cooper Clarke, 
Dave Ball (Soft Cell), the Salford 
Jets, The Ting Tings, Ewan 
MacColl, The Buzzcocks, Vic 
Emerson (Sad Café), Bryan 
Glancy, graphic gurus Central 
Station and loads more…

The exhibition focuses on 
those who have gone on to hit 
the globe and smaller bands 
who never made it…but made 
Saturday nights in Salford 
something special.  Be there…or 
be a Manc.

Quiff, Tiffs and Riffs: Salford 
Sounds 1950 to Today opens 
18th October at the Salford 
Museum and Art Gallery, Peel 
Park, Crescent, M5 4WU

Phone 778 0821 for further 
details
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Take a journey back in time, remembering 
the people and images of Salford 6 and 
hearing the stories of those who lived 
– and still live - there.  Lawrence, along  
with Mike Scantlebury and Jane Wood 
from LIDS (Local Initiative Design Skills), 
have created a project which includes a 
fascinating collection of maps, photos, 
movies and interviews with local people, 
bringing  back  ‘a sense of place’ for 
those who also feel that “history has been 
removed as if by a nuclear bomb” from 
the area. 

“Our job is to reclaim memories” says 
Lawrence “Mine is a cultural role, but 
I can’t ignore the social issues or the 
people I meet.“  

The project has traced about 600 people 
and managed to put old neighbours back 
in touch with each other, sometimes after 
long periods of separation and from as 
far away as Australia and Canada. Local 
families have contributed by bringing 
old photographs and memories, each 
helping to re-connect the severed roots 
of communities which were, and still are, 

devastated by demolition.  
Were you re-housed?  Where did 

your family go to?   Why not come 
along and put your ‘sticker’ on your 
old home on the map and say where 

you live now.  You might be surprised to 
see how far everyone moved – whether 
they wanted to go or not! 

                                      Joyce Withers 

Retracing Salford is ongoing at 
the Cornerstone, on the corner of 
Langworthy Rd and Liverpool St.  For 
opening hours and further info call the 
Cornerstone on 212 4400

Retracing Salford’s website: www.
freewebs.com/retracingsalford

Does your have family have connections to the Seedley, Langworthy and 
Ordsall areas? Be sure to visit the Lawrence Cassidy ‘Retracing Salford’ 
exhibition at Langworthy Cornerstone.
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